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LETTER 
Writ from 
' Toone in. Holand, concerning. the 
QUIETISTS. 


S I R, 


gw 


Our deſire of being informed 
particularly by me, of the ſtate 
of Religion and Learning in Jtaly, 
and chiefly here at. Rome , has 
quickred my curioſity, and has 
ſet an edge upon a humour that is of it ſelf 
Inquifitive enough: and tho I am not ſo 
— much in love with writing, as to delight in 
| tranſmitting you long Letters, yet 1 find 
1 have matter at preſent for a very long one 
chiefly in that which relates to the Quietsſis : 
{or you obſerve right, that the ſhoyr hints 
that Dr. Burnet gave of their matters.in his 
Letters , did rather 6 the curioſity - 
Tne 
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the Enzliſh, than ſatisfy it. He told as mnchags 
was generally known 1n Kome at that time, 
concerning them ; but as a longer ſtay might 
have diſcovered more particulars to him; fo * 
there have fallen out ſince that time -fuch Tz 


new and ſurpriſing accidents, that there's 


not more hearkening after new Evidence in ® 


England, upon the breaking out of Plots, 


than there was at Rome upon the Impri- | 


ſonment of ſo great a number of perſons in 
February and March laſt; the number alone 
of 20D perſons, was enough to raiſe a'great 
curioſity; but this was much encreaſed'by 
the quality of the perſons that were clapt 
up, who were both for Rank, for .Learning, 
and for Pijety the moſt eſteemed of any in 
Rome, So I was puſlit on by my own Incli- 
nations, as well as by your Entreaties , 
to take all the pains that was poſlible for me, 
to he well informed of this matter. The 
particular Application with which I had read 
ſome of the Books of Devotion wrir in this 
method, and the pleaſure, and, I hope;:pro- 
fit, that it had found in it, made rhe {till 
the more earneſt to know this matter to the 
bottom. Ir is true, it was hard to find it out : 
for thoſe who have been in Rome, know with 
how much caution all people there talk of 
matters that are before the 1nqu:ſition : thoſe 
are like” che Secrets of State elſewhere : 


of which a man cannot talk much without 
in 
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002m incurrring ſome Inconvenience ; and there is 


no: Inconvenience that is more terrible at 
Kome, than the falling into the hands of the 


Jnquiſttors + for beſides the Danger that a 


yt: 20d ſuſpitious, 
1 for a relation which you will perhaps think 


man runs, it the ſuſpitions are well founded, 
the leaſt ill effe&t that this muſt have, is the 
cutting, off all a mans hopes of Preferment ; 
for what a Suſpition of High Treaſon is elſe- 


; Where, the Suſpition of Z#creſy is at Rome 
; and where there are many Pretenders, and 
| there is ſo much to be expected, you may 
, 4magine that Hope and Fear working at the 
j ſame time ſo powerfully, it muſt be very hard 


to. ingage ſuch perſons as probably know the 
ſecret of things, to truſt themſelves upon ſo 
tender a point, to ſtrangers. The truth is, 
Learning is ſo low in Ttaly, and the Opinion 
that they have of the Learning of Srrangers, 
chiefly of Hereticks, is ſo high, that they do 
not willingly enter either on Subjects of Learn- 
zng or of Religion with them ; and on the 
other hand a Stranger and a Heretich, who is 

conſidered as a Spye, or a fair Enemy at beſt, 


4 Will not find it convenient to thruſt on 


ſuch ſubjects of. converſation, as are tender 
All this 1s to prepare you 


cre tal d defective, yet is as full as I could poſlibly ga- 


ther, out of all the Hints and Informations 


oh that ſome months tay at Rome procured 
& © ' | me, | 
=" 


” TY 1M The 
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The firſt thing that ſurpriſes a ſirangey * 


in Rome ,, is the very unequal mixture of 
Wealth and Poverty, that he ſees here, as well 
as in all the parts of /raly; yetit is more con- 
{picuous here, than: elſewhere : 
Wealth of the Churches, 
is aſtoniſhing, ſo the Poverty of the Inbabi- 
tants, and the meanneſs of the ordinary Buil- 
dings, is extreamly unſuteable'to the magni- 
ficence of the other. When a man ſees what 
Ttaly was an Age or two ago, not to go back 


ſo far as to remember what Roe was once; 
he can hardly imagin how ſuch a fall, ſuch 
a diſpeopling, and ſuch a poverty could be- 


fall a Nation and Climate, that Nature has 
made to be one of the richeſt of the world,or 
of Emurope at leaſt; if the PRIESTS had not 
at the ſame time a ſecret to make the Natzves 
miſerable , 


Italians that have ſeen the Wealth and 
Abundance that is in England and Holland, 
tho their $47 1s leſs favourable, and their Cli- 
7:4te 1s more unhappy, and that come home 


to ſee their Towns deſerted, and their Inha- 


for as the 
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wick Ar, 
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in ſpite of all that Abundance 
with which Nature has furniſhed them. It. 
were not able to withſtand even an ordinary. 

Enemy, and it can ſcarce ſupport it ſelf. Thoſe - 
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bitants in Raggs, ſpeak of this . ſometimes dey 


with an Indigaation that 1s too ſenſible to 


be at all times kept within bounds. They 


ſpeak of the difference between Holand and * | 
Italy 
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Mixtirey Zaly like men affected when they compared 
am the..cwo ſoils. and Climates together. The 
$ moreqgy, one is a/0:l divided between ſara and turf, 
: for gth preſerved from the Inundations of Land- 
Ind Corey foods, and the overflowing of the ſea, at a 
the bg vaſt Charge > ſuffering often ſuch loſles as 
GinaryByl would ruin other ſtates, and paying great 
the mapy- and conſtant impoſitions : and yet with all 
1 res nly theſe Inconveniences, and all the diladvan- 
topo bud tages of a feeble jur, a ſtagnating and phleg- 
Was Oleg matick Air, violent Colas, and moderate, 
a fall, fy} Or ak leaſt very ſhort Hears, this Corntrey is 
' coold , fall of Wealcb and People; and there 1s In it 
Nature  fuch an abundance of great owns and con- 
heworld ſiderable villages, and in all theſe there appear 
6 had 1O many marks of plenty, and none at all of 
the Nain 1/41 © and the other has a kind ſu», long and 


happy Summers, and mild Winters - a fruit. 
mg ful and rich ſo:/, and every thing that the /z- 


ordinan habitants can wiſh for on Natures part, to ren. 
C1 That IEC them the Envy of the World: whereas” 
Falth n{ they are become the Scorz and contempt 
1" roland of all that-ſee them. And as much as the 
ther (4, Dutch ſeem to have acted in ſpite of Nature 
me home 22 the one hand, in rendring themſelves 

much more conſiderable than ſhe has-intended 


heir In theyſhould bez, ſo the Government of 1taly 


aring ſeems to have reverſed the deſign of Nature 
as jy 2% Much. on the other hand , by reducing 
i Ta the Inhabitants to ſuch a degree of Miſery, 
an Fy ur ſpitez of all her Bounty: upon this ſubject 
nn / ES As 3. the: 


6 A Letter from ROME, © 


the Italians will talk more freely than upon: wn 09 


matters of Rel:gion: and do not tick to ſay, 
that it flows from the ſhare that PRIESTS: 
have in the Government, and that not only* 


in the Popes Territory, but in all the other j 


Courts of Italy, where they have the main 


ſtroke. 


have not Souls big enough, nor tender 


They will tell you, That Priefts | 


enough for Government : they have both a" ' 


narrownels of Spirit, and a ſourneſs of Mind, 
that does not agree with the Principles of 
human Society . Their having ſo ſhort and 
fo uncertain a time, of governing, makes 
them think only on the preſent, ſo that they 
do not carry their proſpect to the Happineſs 
of, or miſery that muſt be the conſequences 
of what they do, at any conſiderable di- 
ſtance of time: nor have they thoſe Com- 
Pallions for the Miſerable with which: wiſe 
Governours ought to temper all their Coun- 
ſels, for a ſtern ſourneſs of temper, and an 
unrelenting hardneſs of heart, ſeems to be-' 
long to all that fort of ez in Italy. W hat- 


ſoever advances their preſent Intereſts, and 


inriches their families, is preferred to all 
wiſe, great or generous Councels, Now tho 
the Natives dare not carry this matter fur- 
ther, yet a ſtranger, that thinks more freely, 
and that has. examined matters of Religion, 
in a more lnquiſitive manner, ſees plainly 
thac all theſe errors in Government, are the 
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ly that "nl effes of their Religion and of that Authori® 
t Cicktoh ty. which they believe is lodged in the Pope . 
at PRIESK chiefly, and of which every Prieſt has ſo con- 
that not oj fiderable a ſhare that he is eaſily able to 
all the ofhy Make. himſelf maſter of every mans Conſci- 
ave the nþ Ence. that lets him into it, and that believes 
That Z;4 thoſe three great branches of their power : 
nor tenþ That they can pardon thetr ſins, make their 
have both; G24, and ſecure them both from Fell and Pur- 
ne of My £497 Theſe are things of ſuch a mighty 
Principles operation, that it it is not eaſy to imagine 
Þ ſhort » bow they ſhould be ſo eafily believed, yet ſup- 
ning, mak poſing once. the belief of them, all other 
{6 that th things flow very naturally from thence : men 
bo Happin' 2" not convinced of theſe errors ill it is too 
conſequen late to come and undecetve others. lt is true, 


iderable { Many of the Italians ' believe theſe things 


 thoſs yg AS Little as we do; yet, this is in them rather 
which 322 Effect of a looſe andNibertine temper, than. 
wheir Con of ſtudy and enquiry, ia a Countrey where 
mer andy OE only Heretical Books would endanger a- 
| Si of 10Aan, but the bare reading even of a Latin 
” ii, New 1eſtament would give ſome ſuſpition. 
1, But the thinking men among them are led to. 
doubt of all things, rather from a principle of 

".- (heiſm,.than of ſearching into matters of 
++. Controverſy: the one is much leſs dangerous 
2x LRere,, than the other would be. Andiindeed: 
"5 as ſoon as a man becomes a little familiar wi: ty. 


very 
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yery little power over many of thoſe who are 
the moſt zealons to ſupport it, only becauſe 
their Intereſt determins them. When a man has 
lived ſome time at Rome, and has known a lit- 
tle of the miſteries of the Conclave, with the 
Cyaratters both of the preſent & the late Popes, 

particularly the weakneſs and Ignorance of 
him that now reigns, who does not ſo much as 
underſtand Zatiz z when a man'ſees how mat- 
ters are carried in that Cort, what are the 27a- 
x1mes they go by, and the Methods that they 
take; when he ſees what a ſort of men the Car- 


dinals are, men indeed of great Civility, and! * 
of much Craft; but as to the matters of Relz« 


gi0n, men of an equal ſize both of ignorance 
and Indifiterence: when a man ſees how all 


preferments are obtained, but chiefly how the' 


prrple 1s given, and he W. men riſe up to the: 
a man has feen' 


1 riple Crown: when, #1 ſay, 
and obſerved all thisa little,he cannot wonder 
enough at the Charter thatſo great a part of 
the World ſets on that Cexre. 
ſimple Arguments of Common ſenſe work f6 


ſtrong,that Trarſubſtantiarion it ſelf is not har- 


der to be believed, than that. this man is Chriſts 
Ficar, aman'ot Irf allibility, and the ſource or 
channel at leaſt of divine truth; So that a 


man that has given himſelf the opportunities. 


of obſerving theſe matters Critically ,will feel 
a perſuaſion of the falſthood of hols preten- 


ons formed ſo _ in htm, that allthe Sophi- 


ſtry 
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ſtry of Argument w1ll never be able to: over- 
throw it; - for the plain ſenſe of what he has 


ah ſeen will apparently diſcover the deluſion of 


Ii ned-enough to anſwer : 


thofe Reaſons, which perhaps he is not lear- 
for let men ſay. what 
they-will, it is no eaſy matter to believe in a 
Contradiction tothe clear Evidence of ſence * 
and-I cannot-make my ſelf fo much as doubt, 

but that as Cato was wont to wonder how it 


tthh came that every one of the Heathen Prieſts did 


men the C4 
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not laugh when he ſaw another of the 7raae,fo 
the Cardinals when they look on one another, 
and Pope evenas Ignorant a one as the preſers 
Pope-is; when he receives the ſubmiſians that 
are offered him by all who are of that- Com- 
iunion, maſt laugh within himſelf when he 
ſees how. lucky that Impoſture is, which has 


ſubdued the World into ſo much refpect for 


him ,- and to ſo great a dependance.on him. ' 
A maz who ſees all theſe things upon the'place, 

and-is-of an Age capable of making fſoltd 
RefleCtions, and has a due portion of Lear- 
ning, muſt return amaſed; not ſo much at thofe 
who- being already under the Toke, have net» / 
their. knowledge nor courage: enough to ſhake 
it- off, not at thoſe who go into it becauſe they 


4. fag: their account in it, and ſo hope to have a 


g60d ſhare of the ſpoil, 


as at thoſe who have 


F Neaberr off the: Yoke, and have got into more 


Inbertyand more Knowledg, and feel the hap- - 


Py Inflaence of their deliveranceeven in their - 
AF Cul 
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Civil Liberties and other Temporal Concerns,:if: 
they ſhould ever come ſo much as to delibe-: 
rate whether they ought to return and ſerve! 
their old and ſevere afters, or not. For- 
my part, I ſpeak freely to you, that I could: 
ſooner bring my mind to believe that there: 


is no ſuch thing as Inſt:tuted Religion 5 and 
that it is enough for men tobe juſt and honeſt, 


Civil and obliging, and to have a general re-. 
verence for the De:ty, than ever to think that 
ſuch Sruff as the zwer of the 14:ſion would im- 
Chiefly in 


poſe on the World can be true. 


that part of it which relates to the Popes 
Authority, after all that I have ſeen and 
known. | 

You will perhaps think, that this is a long 


- Cigreſlion, or at leaſt a very improper intro- 
duction to that which I told you I would 


offer to you, ſince the relation that all this 


has with the matter of the Qzzersſts, does not 
appear to be ſo very proper. Yet you will 
perhaps change your mind, when I tell you, 
that the Miſeries of J1taly, that the Averſion 
that all men of ſenſe there have to the Ar- 
tifices of their Rel:gion, and chiefly to the 


conduct of the Regulars, and above all, of 


the Jeſrtes, is believed the true reaſon that: 
ted ſuch numbers of men of all ſorts to' be 


ſo favourable to Aolines + to which this was. 


rather to be aſcribed, than to any Etraordi- 
nary Elevation of Piety or Devotion, of which 
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ſo.little appears in that Country, that nothing. 
which: touches only upon that Principle can- 
have;'great -eftefts among them. i Men thar. 


1 "i are'ſick, turn to all ſorts of remedies : and: 


thoſe: who are diſcontented, do naturally go- 
| Into every new thing that either promiſes. re- 
. lief,, or that wounds thoſe that diſpleaſe them... 
| The preſent ſtate of things in raly being ſuch 
as 1 have deſcribed it, you need not wonder: 
to find ſo many ready to hearken after any: 


in thing that ſeemed both zew and ſafe. For 


as; the Novelty gave that curioſity which: 
might draw in many, fo the ſafety that ſre- 
med to. be in a Method of Devotion in 
which ſo many of the Canoniſed Saints: 
had. gone. before them, and which appeared: 


per inte - at firſt authoriſed by the Approbation of fo- 


many 2nquifitours, made them apprehend 
that there could be no danger- in it. In the 
recital that I am to give you, I do not pre- 
tend to telF you all the whole affair ;. nor- 
will aſſure you of the truth. of all that yow 
will find here. For in matters of this nature,, 
in -which Intereſt and Paſlion., are apt to- 
work ſo ſtrongly, there are always ſo ma-- 
ny. falſe Reports: ſpread, and-matters-are ſo- 
often aggravated on the one. hand, and dimi- 
niſhed- or denied on the other. that I will not. 
ſay-but there may be ſome things here that up-- 
en:2 {tricter .inquiry.. will perhaps appear nog 
to.be.welb founded 3, yet of this. L will afſire: 
Ss You, 
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I, 


you very poſitively, that I have Invented | ll; * 
and added nothing my ſelf. . I leave: thoſe ' (ienwy! 
arts to the /talians, . and the Court of Rome: (llkhiDs 
therefore I will tell you things nakedly {ithoſ 5 
and ſimply, as I found them, without adding © jitintive 
ſo much as one Circumſtance 'out of my Rigs 
own Invention. I alſo made as mnch-uſe itt thet 
of my Judgement as was poſlible for me to: do, 
both in conſidering the Circumſtances of thoſe ' 
with whom [I talked on thoſe heads, and the 
things themſelves that they ſaid to me; ſo I kt 
paſs all that ſeemed to be the effett of Paſ- 
ſton or Prejudice, and only marked down 

* that which ſeemed to be true, as well as that 
which I had from men who I had reaſon to - |'Thit 
believe, My 1nformers were men of Pro- |vin, wis1 
bity and- of Senſe; they were not indeed ea” * Fiwmof t 
{Hy brought to talk of this Szbjeef, and they neat Prejudi 
ſpoke of it with great Reſerves : - ſo 'that- lerer they ot 
there may be many defects, and poſtibly * "lire i; 
ſome miſtakes in the account that I am to of- + wikis; 

| fer you; yet you mult be contented with it ; "ty 

. for it is all that I could gather; anditis 
not corrupted with any mixture 'of: my* 
OWN. | rt LS 

| Michael de Molinos is a Spaniard, of a' 
good and Opulent Family. He entred inta 
Prieſts Orders, but had never any Eccleſraſti- 
cal Bernefice : ſo that he ſeemed ta have dedi- - 
cated himſelf to. the ſervice of © the- Chireb;-- 
without defigning any Advantage: by *it- to-: 

him- 
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himſelf. He palles in' /.aly for a man both 
of © Learning and of good Sexſe. His courſe 


of life has been exact, but-he has never practi- 


ſed thoſe Auſterities that are ſo much mag- 
nified in'the-Church of Rome, and among the 
Religions Ovyacrs : and as he did not affect to - 
practiſe them, fo he did -not recommend . 
Than to others; - nor» was the fond of thoſe - 
poor Super ftitions that are ſo much magnt- 
fied by the trafficking men of that Church. 
But he gave in to the Method of the yſtiqgt 
Dvines, of which, - ſince your ſtudies* have 
not- perhaps lien much that way, I ſhyll. - «> 
you This ſhort account, 

That ſublime, but myſterions way of Dex 
votzor, was not ſet out by any. of- the firſt: - 
Writers of : the Church ;, which is - indeed a; 
great Prejudice againſt it : for how many: 
{oever they may be, who. have followed it-im 
the''Jatter ' Ages yet Caffians Collations ,: 
which is a- work 'of the middle of. the fifth: 
Century, is'the antienteſt Book- that is writ- 
m_ that ſtrat: For the pretended Derjs the 

opagite is now. by the confent of all-learned: 

[thn ZH ns Elder -thas the ' eridoof the: 
Rs or- te beginning! of the ſixth '/Century..- 
Yet after theſe Books appeared, very om 


a 7 | 'Totlowee” the-elevated: Meals" that” were in 


irs of "Thetatter was indeed too- dark to be: 
"welt ynderſt6od: or much followed: So 


w raſtrheoviey -of Devitions: if it waFprattiſcd- 
: In 
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in Religious Houſes ,, yet was not 'much* let; 
out tothe World . before S. Bernards time, 
whoſe melting ſtrains, -tho alittle too much ; 
laboured and affected , yet have ſomething : 
in them that both touches and pleaſes : afrer-- 
him many began to write in that ſublime: 
ſtrain z ſuch-as. Thauler, Ruſbrachins, © Har-- 
phins, ' Sufo, but above all Thomas a. Kempts, 
And when for ſome conſiderable time that 
me of writing was diſcontinued, it was again: 
d up in the laſt Age, - with much luſter: 
by S.*Zgreſa;, and after her by Baltaſar Alva- 
YES A Fafuar*: + and as England produced a Car- 
thuſian 10 King Henry the fſixths time, one- 
Walter Hilton,” who writ the Scale of Perfe- 
Eon, a Book Inferiour to none of. theſe I 
| have cited, and more fimple and natural than: 
moſt of them;ſo of late F. Crefſy. has publiſhed 
out of F. Bakers Papers, Who was a. Bened;- 
fHne, a whole.body of that method of Diving - 
ty and Devotion. The. right notion of this; 
way of Devotion. is ſomewhat. ;hard.: to- be; 
_ underſtood, by thoſe who have. not ſtu- : 
diced their. Metaphiſs cks 5; and .is entangled. 
with too;many of the terms of the School; yeE:. 
I ſhall--give it to-you- as-free of theſe. as- 18g : 
poſlible.. 7 F 
-- With relation to Devotion they conſider ; = - 
min in #hree, different degrees of. Progrels.. 
and [mproyement; ;- the, firſt. i is.the Animgl,. 
or the. Imaginative ſtares. 1n which, the- .lm-- 
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true elevation of Devorion liesz: andwhich- is: 
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preſſions of . Relegion work ſtrongly upon a 
and his ſenſitive Powers : this: 
ſtate is but low and mean, and ſuteable to 
the Age of a Child ; and all the Devorion that 
works this way, that. raiſes. a heat in the 
Brain, tenderneſs in the Thoughts, that 
draws Sighs and Tears, and that-awakens ma- 
ny- melting [maginations, is of a low form, va- 
riable, and of no great force. The ſecond - 
ſtate 1s the Rat:onal, in which thoſe Refle- - 
Ctions that are made on Truths, which con--: 
vince ones reaſoz., carry one to all ſyteable 
Afts: this they ſay is dry, and without mo- 
tion: it 1s a Force which the Reaſon puts 
upon the Will, and tho upon a 'great Variety 
of Motives, .and many Meditations upon 
them, the: mind goes thro a great many 
performances of Devorioz, yet this is ſtill a - 
Force ' put upon the. wil. So. they reckon 
that the third and higheſt ſtate is the Conrem- 


plative, in which the Wl is ſo united to- 


God, and overcome by that Union, that in- 
one ſingle Act of Contemplation ,, it adores 
God, . it loves :him, and reſigns itſelf up to 
him: and without wearying it ſelfwith a dry 
multiplicity of 4s, it feels in one aCt of faith. 
more force than a whole day of Meditation. 
can produce: In this they ſay that a true Cor- 
templative Man, feels a ſecret Joy in God; 
andan acquieſcing'in his Will; in, which the. 


far 


16 A Letter from ROME, 


far above-either the heats of Fancy, which ac» 
company the fr /# ſtate, or the Subtilty of 44-. 
ditation, that belongs to the ſecond ſtate : and. 
they ſay, that the perfection of a Contemplarive 
ſtate above the others, appears in this, . that 
whereas all men are not capable of forming, 
lively 1magizations, or of a fruitful Invention, 
yet every man is capable of the ſimplicity of 
contemplation: which is nothing bur the ſulent 
aud humble adoration of God, that ariſes out of 
a-pure 4nd quiet mind. But becauſe all this: 
may appear alittle intricate, I ſhalt illuſtrate; 
it by a fiomilitude, which will make: the diffe-. 
rence of thoſe three ſtates more ſenſible. 1. Aman” 
that ſees the exteriour of another, with whom 
he has no acquaintance, and is much taken 


with his face, ſhape, quality, and meen,. 


and this has a blind prevention in his favour, 
and a fort of a feeble:kindneſs for him, may: be: 
compared. to: hint whoſe: Devorion conſiſts: inc 


lively 1maginations, and tender: Impretiions: 


on. his lower and ſenfible Powers.:. 2. A max. 


that upon an. acquaintance - with another, 


ſees a great many reaſons to: value and eſteem, 
both his parts and his: Vertnes:; yet: :in alt: 
this he feels no: inward” Charm that! over- 
comes him, and knits his.ſout to the other ;;: 
ſo.that how: high ſoever the eſteem maybe; yer: 
it, is: cold and dry, and does not -affect--bis- 
hear ti much, ;:may.be compared: to'one:: whoſe: 
Devotit 'confilts-10n many Acts, and: much- 
« { Aden 
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Meditation, But 3dly, when a marenters into 
an entire friendſhip with another, then -one 
ſingle Thought of his Friend, affects him more 
tenderly, than all that variety of reflections, 
which may ariſe in his mind, where this U- 
monis not felt. * And thus they explain the 
ſublime ſtate :of ' Contemplation. And they 
reckon that all the common methods of De- 
votion, ought'tobe conſidered, only as ſteps 
to raiſe men up'to this ſtate : when men reſt 
and continue in them, they are but. dead and 
lifeleſs Forms : andif they riſe above them, 
they become Cloggs and Hinderances, which 
amuſe them with many dry Performances, . 
in which thoſe who are of a higher Diſpen- 
ſation will feel no pleaſure nor- advantage. 
Fherefore the uſe of the Roſary, the daily 
repeating the Brewzary , together. with the- 
coinmon Devotions to the. Saints, are ge- 
nerally laid aſide by thoſe who riſe up to the 
Conterplative State, and the chief bulineſs to 
which they apply themſelves, is to keep their 
Minds in an mward Calm and Oniet, that 
ſo they may #t ſilence form fimple As of 
Faith, and feel thoſe inward Motions and- 
Drrettions which they believe follow all thoſe 
who riſe up to this Elevation. But be- 
catiſe. a man may be much deceived in thoſe 
Inſpirations,” therefore: they recommend to 
all who enter into this merhod, above all o« 
ther things, - the choice. of a Spiritual Guide, 
BLPY Ter who 
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who has a right ſenſe and a true taſt of thoſe, 
- matters, and is by Conſequence a Competent 


Judge in them. 


Thisis all that I will lay before you in ge- 
for giving you ſome taſt of 'Mo-. 
this you will both; 
ſee why his Followers are. called QUI E- 
_ TIS TS;,and why his Bock is Entituled z/ Gaz. 
aa Spirituale, But if you intend to Inform. 
your ſelf more particularly of this matter, 
either 1n the Authors. 
that I havealready mentioned, or in thoſe of: 


neral, 
linos's Methods ; 3 and by 


you: muſt ſeek for it, 


which I am to give you ſome account in the 
ſequel of this Letter. 


ſeems drunk in the principles of the Contem- 
plative Devetion 1n Spain, where the great. 
Veneration that is payed to S. Tereſa gives 


it much reputation, he brought over with. 
him to Jtaly a great Zeal for propagating it. - 


He .came and ſetled at Rome, where he writ: 


his Book, anU entred into a great commerce - 
with the ez: of the beſt Apprehenſions, and 


the moſt Elevated. thoughts that he found 
there. All that ſeemed to concur with him 
in his deſign for ſetting on foot this ſublimer 


me principles. 


ome were not perhaps animated with the. 
e 


which 


Molinos having it. 


Some deſigned ſincerely, to. 

evate the World above thoſe poor and trif-. 
ling Superſtitions, that are ſo much in vogue. 
among all the Bigots of the Church of Rome, 
but more particularly in Spain and 1raly, and: 
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which are ſo much ſet on by almoſt all the 
Regulars, who ſeem to place Rel:gion chiefly 
in the- exact performing of them. It was 
thought that others entred into-the deſign up- 
on more indirect motives. Some perhaps from 
the averſion that they bore the ' Regwlars, were 
diſpoſed to entertain every thing that might 
| to lafor lead mens Devorzons into other Channels, and 
thismatts, £2 2 conduct different from that preſcribed by 
\the Aup Friers and: Jeſuites. Some perhaps had under- 
rinthok ſtandings good Enough to ſee the neceſſity of 
une Ye correcting many things 1n their Worſhip, 
fonin © which .yet they durſt not attack as fſim- 
the FY ply unlawful: ſo that it might appear 
the ory wore ſafe to expoſe theſe things to the Con- 
; a tempt of the World, by pretending to raiſe . 
eſa gi tnen far above them:and thus they might have 
Ofer Fil hoped to have Introduced a Reformation of 
Wgallle k many Abuſes without ſeeming to do it. 
ere Ne wil fine, ſome who ſeemed to enter into this mat- 
LcoMMir ter, were men that aſpired to fame, and ho- . 
nſions, a ped by this means to raiſe a Name to them- 
| he. foul {elves ; and to have a Party that ſhould depend 
| with ln upon them; for in ſuch great numbers as ſee-. 
js fublu!'s— red to imbark in this deſign, It Is hot to be 
5 with tt imagined thar all were acted by the ſame mo- 
ſncereh | tives, and that every man had as good Inten- 
Ir and tions as it is probable Molinos himſelf 
(0h! had.- — 
[i "In the year 1675. his Book was firſt pu- 


bliſhed with five: approbations before. it, ou 
Sc: of £ kb. y* | 0 
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another was by the General of the Franciſcans, 
who was likewiſe one of the Qual:ficators of 
the Inquiſition : another was by Fa. artin de 


Eſparſa a Jeſuit,” that had been Divinity Pro»: 


fefſor both at Salamanca and at Rome ;, and was 
at that time a Qzalificator of the Inquiſition. 
As for the reſt, 1 refer you to the Book.it ſelf. 
The Book was no ſooner printed, than it was 


much read and highly eſteemed both in Traly. 


and Spaiz. It was conſidered as a Book, writ 


with much Clearneſs and great fimplicity;and. 


this fo raiſed the Reputation of the Author, 
that his Acquaintance came to be generally 


much deſired : thoſe who were in the greateſt. 


credit ia Rome, ſeemed to value themſelves 
upon his friendſhip. Letters were writ to 
him from all places : ſo that a correſpondence 
was ſetled between him and thoſe who appro- 


ved of his method in many different places of 


Europe. Some ſecular Prieſts both at Rome 


and'/NNaples declared themſelves openly for it :. 


and conſulted him as a fort of an Oracle upon 
many occaſions. But thoſe who joyned them- 
ſelves to him with the greateſt Heartineſs and 


zory,' in particular three of the moſt Eminent 
of them, who were all advanced at the lalt 
promotion of Cardinals, Colored;, Ciceri, but 


above all Petrucci, who was accounted 'his 


Many of the Cardinals were alſo 


Fimothy. 
4 ob- 


of theſe was by the Archbiſhop of Rheg gio J 
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obſerved to court his Acquaintance : and they 
thought it no ſmall Honour to be reckoned in 
the number of olinops Friends. Such were 
Caſſanata Azolin and Carpegna'z but above 
all Card. 4 Eſtrees, The lait you mult needs 
know.is a man of great Learning : he was Amy 
bitious to be thought a Reformer of ſome of 
thoſe Abuſes, which are among them, that 
aretoo groſs to-paſs upon a man of his freedom 
of ſpirit ; who had been bred up in the Sorbor, 
andhad converſed much with Mr. de Lawunay. 
He therefore ſeemed the moſt zealous of all 
others to advance 4/:n0ss Deſign : ſo that he 
entred into a very cloſe commerce with him. 
They were oft and long together : and not- 
withſtanding all the. diſtruſt that a Spariayd 
has naturally of a Frenchman, and that all 
men have of one another, who have lived long. 
at Rome, yet. Molinos, who was ſincere and 
plain-hearted, opened himſelf without reſerve 
to the Cardinal: and by his means a Corre- 
ſpondence was ſetled between ; ol:zos and 
ſome in France : for tho the ſpirits of. thoſe of 
that 2Vation go generally too quick fora way 
of Devotion, that was ſctled and ſilent, yet 
{ome were ſtrongly inclined to favour it even 
there. Perhaps it might be conſidered as a 
method more like to gain upon Proteſtants, 


| . and to facilitate the Deſign of the Re-unior, - 


that was ſo long talked of there. All theſe 


tb. things concurred to raiſe /dolinos?s Cha» 


rater 
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racter, and to render his perſon ſo conſidera- 
ble. When the Pope that now reigns, , was ad= 
vanced to the 7hrone, which was. you know, 
In the year 1676. that he took moſt particular 
notice of him: and made it viſibly apparent; 
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thateven in all that Exalcation, he thought 
It might contribute to raiſe his Charatter, if 
he were conſidered asa fricnd of /ol;n0,%s, and 
an Encourager of his Deſign : for he lodged 
tim in an Appartment of the Palace ; and put 
many ſingular Marks of his eſteem on him, 
this made him become ſtill the more Con- 
ſpicuous, when he-had the advantage of Fa- 
vorr joyned to his other Qualities : tho he nei- 
ther ſeemed to be fond of it,nor lifted up with 
it. His Converſation was much deſired ; and 
many Prieſts came not only to form Yn 
ſelves according to his 4ethod, but to«dHpoſe 
all their Penitents to follow-it : and-it grew 
to be ſo much in vogue in Rome, that all the 
Nuns, except thoſe who had Feſuzzes to their 


Confeſſors,began to lay aſide their Roſaries, and-- ra 


other Devotions, and to give themſelves much 
to the practice of dental prayer. This way had 
more Credit given to it by the tranſlation of a 
French Book, that was writ upon the ſame 
ſubject , which Cardinal a*Eftrees ordered to 
be made. It was writ in the form ofa Dzalogue 
. and was printed in France jn the year 1669.by 


the Approbation of ſome of the Doors of | wo 


the Sorbon. Iam able to give you no other ac- 
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count of the Azthor, but that in the 7taliar 


Ptranſlation he is called Francis Mallevalla; 
a*blind Clergy-man. The Book, being chiefly 
formed upon - the model of 5: Zereſe, the 
Tranflation of it was dedicated to the Dzſcal- 
ciate Carmelites of her Order. This 4id not 
contribute a- little for raiſing the credit of 
Molinos's Method; ſince it appeared to be aps 
proved both in Italy, France and Sparn. At 
the ſame time Fa. Perruccs writ a great many 
Letters'and Treaties relating to a Contempla- 


tive State: yet he mixed in many of chem: 


ſo many- Rules relating to the' Devotions of 
the* Qire, that there was leſs occaſion given 
for cenſure in his Writings : They are alittle 
too tedious ; but they were writ chiefly for 
Nuns and others, that perhaps could not have 
apprehended his meaning aright, if he had 


expreſſed himſelf in a cloſer Itile, and in fewer 


words. Both the Feſuites and the Dominicans 
began to be alarmed at the progreſs of Quze- 
tiſm: they ſaw clearly, that their trade was 
in a decay, and muſt decay ſtill more and 
more, if ſome ſtop was not put to the pro- 
greſs of this new Method : in order to this, 

it was neceſlary to decry the Authors of it : 
and' becauſe of all the Imputations in the 


#s world Hereſy is that which makes the great- 


eſt Impreſſion at Rome,, Molinos and his 
Followers were given out to be Herciicks, It 


' being alſo neceſlary to faiten a particular 


Name 
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Name to every mew Hereſy,:. they branded 
this with the Name of Qwiers/m. Books were 
alſo writ by ſome TFeſwtes. againſt Molinos 
and his Method; in which: there appeared 
much of that Sourneſs and Malignity that is 
thought to be peculiar to the Saciety 5, they 


-were alſo writ with their uſual candor and: 


ſincerity. One of the Fathers Segaeri took a 
more dextrous Method to deery it. 'He be- 
gan his Book magnifying the Contemplative 
State highly, as Superiour to all others; 

and blaming thoſe who had ſaid any thing 
that ſeemed to detract from it : yet he corre- 


cted all this, by ſaying, that very few were 
capable of it, and that none ought 'to 0g fo 


:t, but thoſe 'who were called by God to ſo ſu- 
 blime a State: and by this he ſeemed only. to 


cenſure the Indiſcretion- of thoſe Spiritual 
Guides, who propoſed' this: way of Devorior 


to all 


a ſtate, to which God called men rather for 
ſome happy Minutes, than for a longer con- 
tinuance : therefore he thought that ſuch'per- 


perſons, without diſtinction; He alſo 
believed, that ſuch as were at ſome times' 
called to it, could not remain long in ſo high. * 
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ſons as were raiſed to it, ought not to fancy” * 


that they were now got 'ſo far above all their 


former helps,as never to need them any more : vu 


ſo he propoſed to them the accuſtoming 


themſelves ſtill to 14editation, andito ſupport | 


themſelves by that when they could not 
F002 
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-Uey bran contemplate. He cenſured ſeverely ſome of 
\ ook Molinos?s expreſſions, ſuch as that, He who 
alnſt Min bad.God, had Chriſt ; as if this were an aban- 
ere appear dening of Chriſts Humanity : he alſo inſiſted 
ighity thti much. on that of 4 fixed looking on God, and 
; Scittys thy the. ſ#ſperding of all the Powers of the Soul 
jal candory buc. that on which he inſiſted moſt, was, 
3 Sewer tak that AJolimos ( whom he never named, tho 
Tit. 'Fe þ he cited kis Words, and deſcribed him very 
: Contemlay plainly) made the Quiet of Contemplation to 
d all othey Pe a State to which a man could raiſe him- 
id any thy 1E1f 5 whereas he maintains, that 1n this Quiet 
: yet he con The.Soz7 is paſſeve, and as It were in a rapture z 
t tery fron 2nd that ſhe could not raiſe her ſelf to it, but 
I to pretend that it was an Immediate and Extraordinary 
God to þ ; Favour, which was only to be expccted from - 
remed only}. ©'9d, and which an humble mind could not ſo 


. 


thoſe $in much as ask of him. 
jy of Dew ,; Theſe Diſputes raiſed ſo much noiſe in 


bon; Hef Rome, that the Inquiſition took Vorzce of the : 
ſore til whole MaALTer : Moliaos and his Bock, and 
1 rin fol F. Petrucc?s Treatiſcs and Letters, were 
400g n brought under a ſecond and ſeverer Exami- 
Ren. 14 ” nation ; and here the Fe/a:tes were conſidered 
a longer ' as.'the Accnſers, |t is true, one of the So- 
 thathctys , as was forme:i!y told, had approved 
nk not 10 iſ Molinos's Book; but they took care that he 
a0 ould be no more ſeen at Rome: for he was 


generally believed that he 1s ſhut up within 
Four Walis ;, but winat truth ſoever may be 1n . 
| B that 
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that, he is no more vilibl-, ſo careful are 


they 


Language; andif any ſpeak in a different ſtile 
- 4nd ſome (mal 


from the reſt, thay at leaſt take care that he 
ſhall ſpeak no more; yet 1n this Examen that 
was made, both Aclimos and Perrucct julti- 
fied themſelves ſo well, that their Books 
were again approved, and the Anſwers 


which the Feſuztes had writ, were enſured 


as ſcandalous : and in this matter Perrucci be- 
haved himſelf ſo ſignally well, that ir raiſed 


not cnly the Credit of the Cauſe , but his. 


own Reputation ſo much, that ſoon after 


he was made Biſhop of Jeſs. which was a* 
new Declaration that the Pcpe made 1n their 


Favours - their Books were new moreeſteemed 
than eyer, their Method was more followed, 
and the Novelty of it, the oppoſition made to 
ic, by a Socrzery that has rendred it ſelf odious 
to all the World, and the new Approbation 
that was given to It after 1o vigorous an Ac- 
cuſation, did all contribute to raiſe the Cre- 


dit and toencreaſe the numbers of the Party. - '*W>, 
- Wain of it, 


- "Rer about Sur 


F. Petrucci?s behaviour 1in his Biſhoprick, 
contributed to raiſe his Reputation TItill 


higher, ſothat his Enemies were willing to: 


give him no more Diſturbance z and indeed 
thre was leſs occaſion given for Cenfure by 
his Pr:itings, than by Aolmoss little Book 
whoſe ſuccintneſs made. that ſome Paſſages 


Were not ſo fully nor ſo cautioully expreſſed, 
| but 
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6 carefy]} but that there was room for making Excep- 
(pak the { tions tO them: on the other hand, Perrucce 
a Cifferens was rather exceſſively tedious, ſo that he had 
ecarethyi ſo, fully explained himſclf, chat he very eaſily 
Is Exanyj Cleared ſome ſmall difficulties that were made 
 Petrucey p& WPON ſome of his Zerrers - In ſhort, every body 
at their gg Was that thought either ſincerely devour, 
| the Any OF that at leaſt affeCted the Reputation of it, 
were Yenſhy CAME to be reckoned among the QOnrerifts : 
ter Petriccjy And if theſe perſons were obſcrved to become 
that it ras More {trict in their Z-ves, more retired and 
aſe, bit ſerious in their mental Devorzons, yer there 
hat ſoon þ 2PPared leſs Zeal in their whole deportment 
which wx; 2S LO rhe exteriour parts of the Relzgron of - 
made int That Church. They were not fo ailiduous at 
moreeſtes 24/5, nor ſo earneſt to procure 2/aſſes tobe 
wore follog! {aid for their Friends : nor were thy fo fre- 


ofition made! 


quently either at Confeſſion or in Proceſſions : 
It (elf ods ſo that the Trade of thoſe tiat live by theſe 
| things was ſenſibly ſunk: ard tho the new 
Daſbf* Approbation that was given to MAdolinos's 
mw Book, by the Inquiſition ftopt the Mouths of 
of the Pan his Enemies , fo that they could no more 
i« Big complain of it, yet they did not ceaſe to 
7 Py {catter. about Surmiſes of all that fort of men, 
EO " as of a Cabale, that would have dangerous. 
ab I conſequences ; they remembred rhe ſtory of 
) _ the Illuminated Men of Spain, and ſaid, here 
JT Ga: ! was a Spawn of the ſame Sect: they infinuat d, 
% little K that they .had ill Deſigns, and prefournd*e- 
ome kn crets among them ; that theſe were jn their 


ily expe * B 2 Hearts 


2 Approban 
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Hearts Enemles to the Chr:fian Religion : and 
that under a pretence of raiſing men to a 
moſt ſublime ſtrain of Devore, they in- 
tended to wear out of their minds the ſenſe of 
the Death and Sacrifice of Chr:/t, and of the 
other Myſteries of Chriſtianity : and becauſe 
Alinos was by his birth a Spaniard, it has 
been given out of late, that perhaps he was 
deſcended of a Few:ſh or Mahometan Race, 
and that he mighr carry in his Blood, or in his 
frit Education, ſome ſeeds of thoſe Religions, 
which he has ſince cultivated, with no lefs 
Art than Zeal : yet this laſt Calumny has gal- 


ned but little credit at Rome; tho it is ſaid, 


that an Order has been ſent to examine the 


Regilters of the Baptiſm, in the place of his 


Birth, to ſee if his Name is to be found in it 


OT not. Se 


Thus he ſaw himſelf attacked with great 
vigour, and with an unr<lenting Malice. He 
took as much care zs was pollible to prevent, 
or to ſhake off theſe lirputations z for he 
writa Treatiſe of frequent ard daily Com- 
munion, which was likewiſe approved by 
{ome of the moſt learned of the Regulars at 
Rome, among whom one Is Martinez a Je- 


/zite, the Senior Div:nity Reader in their Col- 


<ve at Rome, This was prinred wiih his 
5-:y/tual Grnige, In the year 1675. and 1n the 
-;c/:ce he proteſts, that he had not writ 2t 
#1:h :ny delign to engage hin{clt into mat- 
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a ” ters, of Controverſie, but that ir was drawn 


{nG 'of ſome Zealous Perſons. 


from him. by the moſt earneſt Solicitations 
n [n it he preſled a 
daily. Communion, by a vaſt number of Paſ- 


as Tages that he cited both out of the Ancient 


ood, orn} P 
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Fathers, and the Schoolmen ;, yet he qualified 
this and all his other directions 1n the matters 
or Devotion by that which he conitantly re- 
pcats, which is the neceſſity of being con- 
ducted in all things by a Spiritual Guide : whe- 
ther he intended to ſoften the averſion that; 
the Je/xires had to him, by refuting ſome 
parts of 'Mr.. Arzands famous Book of Fre- 
quent Communion or not, I cannot tel), bur 
in this Diſcourſe he anſwers ſome of the Ob- 
jections that Mr. Arnaud had made to Fre- 
quent Communioz, and in particular, to thax. 
which .he makes one main ground of reſtrai- 
ning men fron! it, which was the obliging 
them.to go thro with theirPenitence and Mecr- 
tifications, before they were admitted to the 
Sacrament; Whereas. Molinos makes the: 
being free of ortal Sin, the only neceſlary 
qualification. In this Diſcourſe one ſees more 
of.a heated Eloquence, than of ſevere or ſo- 
lid Reaſoning: yet it preſles the point of 
daily Commumon, and of an inward applica- 
tion of Soul to. Feſus Chriſt, and to his Death, 
ſo vehemently, that it might have been ho- 
ped: that this ſhould have put an end to thoſe 
Surmiſes, that, had been thrown out to de- 

4 B 3 fame: 
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fame him; as if he had deſigned to lay aſide 
the Humanity of our Saviour, by his way 


of Devotion : but there is no cure for. Jea- 
louſy ; eſpccially whcn Malice and Intereſt 
are at bottom : ſo new matter was found for 
cenſure in this Diſcourſe. He had aſlerted, 
that there was no other Preparation neceſlary 
but to be free of Mortal Sir : ſoit was given 
out, that he-intended to lay afide Confeſſion: 
and tho he had adviſed the ufe of a Spir:rnal 
Guide, in this, as well as in all other things; 
yet the neceſlity of Confeſſion, before Commu- 
#101, Was not expreſled : ſo that by this peo- 
ple ſeemed to be ſet at Liberty from that Oblt- 
gation: and it was ſaid, that what he adviſed 
with relation to a Sprritual Guide, lookt ra- 
ther like the taking ſome genera; Directions 
and Council from ones Przeſt, than the co- 
ming alwayes to him as the 24:n;/ter of the 
Sacrament of. Pennance before every Com- 
munon ;, and to ſupport this Impatation, it 
was ſaid, that all of.that Cabale had ſet 
down this for a Rule, by which they. con- 
ducted their Penitents, that they:might come 
to the Sacrament, when they found themſelves 
out of the ſtat? of Mortal ſm, 'without going 
at every time to Confeſſion ; but I will not 1n- 
Jarge further upon the matters: bf Dotzrere or 
Devotion, in which you may think. that I 
have dwelt too long, for a man of my Bree- 


ding and Profeſſion : and I ſhould think ſo 
my 
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, my ſelf, if 1 were not confining my ſelf ex- 


actly to the Memorials and Informations that 
F received at. Rom. You will ſte by the A-- 
ticles objefted to the Quietiſts, and cenſured 
by one of the [nquifitzon, which I ſend you 
with this Letter >» what are all the other 
points that are laid to their charge, Only I 
muſt advertiſe you of one thing, that thir 


' Friends at Rome ſay, that a great many of 


theſe Articles are only the Calumnies of their 
Enemies, and that they are diſowned by 
them: but that they have faltned theſe things 
on them, to render them odious, and to 
make them ſuffer with the leſs Pity : which 
is the putting in practiſe the ſame Maximes 


 which-we obje& to their Predeceſflors, who 


condemned the Waldenſes and Albigenſes of a 
great many Errors of which they alwayes 
proteſted themſelves Innocent: yet the Ac- 
cuſling them of thoſe horrid Opintons and 
Practices, prevailed upon the Simplicity and 
Credulity of the Age, to animate them with 
all the Degrees of Rage againſt a Se of men 
that were ſet forth as Monſters: the ſame 
Maximes and Politicks are ſtill imputed, and 
perhaps not without reaſon to that fevere 
Court, which if yon believe many. has as 
litcle regard to Juſtice as 1t has to Mercy, 
Som2 have carried their Jealouſics fo far a- 
gainſt the Quietiſts, as to compare ther 
Maxims to thole of Socrates his School, ard 

| B 4 his 
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his Followers after his death, when they ſaw 
what his Freedom 1n ſpeaking openly againſt 
the eſtabliſht Reſrgion had coſt him : they re- 
ſolved ro comply with the received Cuſtoms 
in their exteriour, and not to communicate 
their Philoſophy to the Vulgar, nor even to 
their Diſcip1: s, till they had prepared them 
well tO It, by :ratning them long in thepre- 
cepts of Fertue, which they called the Purga- 
tive State: ard when men were well tried 
and exerciſed ir this, then they comunicated 
co them their ſ:»limer Secrets: the meaning 
of all which, v:3s, in ſhort, that they would 


nor. diſcover their Opinions; in thoſe points 
chat were contrary to the received Religion, 
and to the pubiick Res, to any, but to thoſe 
of whom they were well aſſured, that they 


would not betray them : and therefore they 
ſatisfied themſelves with having true and juſt 
notions of things; but they practiſed out 
wardly as the Rabble did. They thought it 
was no great matter what Opinions were 
entertained: by them, and that none but mer 
of Noble and elevated 'Tempers deſerved that 
ſuch ſublime Truths ſhould be communicated 
to them, and that the herd of the Yulgar nei- 
ther were worthy nor capable of Truth, 

which is too pure and too high a thing for 
ſuch mean and baſe minds. The Affinity of 
the matter makes me remember a converſa- 
tion that I once had with one of the wittieſt 
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Clergy-men of France, who is likewiſe'eſtee- 
med. one of the Learnedeſt. Mer in- it : He faid, 
The World could not bear a Religion calculated. 
only for Philoſophers: The people did not know 
what it was to think and to govern themſelves by 
the Impreſſwns that abſtratted. thoughts made on 
their minas : they; muſt have outwzrd things to 
ſtrike npon their Senſes and. Imaginations, to a= 
muſe, to terrify and to excite them: ſo legends, 
dreadful ſtories and a pompous Wotſhip were 
neceſſary to make the Impreſſions of Religion go 
deep into ſuch courſe Souls : for a Lancet, ſaid 
he, car open a Vein, but an Axe muſt fell 
down a Tree; fo he concluded, that the Refor- 
mation h44 reduced the Chriſtian Religion ts 


ſuch ſevere: terms, that among us it was only 4 


Religion for Philoſophers : and ſmce few were 
capable of that ſtrength of thought - he conclu- 
ded, That if the Church of Rome had perhaps: 
too much of. this exttriour pomp, thoſe of. the Re+ 
formation had-ſtript it too. much, and had not 
left enongh of garmiſhing, and of. the Bells and: 
Feathers for amuſmg the rabble. The ſpeculation 
ſeems pretty enough, if Relig:en were to be: 
conſidered only as a contrivance of ours, to be 
fitted by us: to the tempers and humours of 
People; and not. as a Body of Divine Truths, 
that are conveyed to us from-Heaven.. 

Thus was. 20linoss method cenſured: or 
approved in Rome, according to the different 
Apprehenſions and. Intereſts. of. thoſe that 
Thee B. 5 made 
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made RefkCtions upon it. But the Feſuites fin-! 
ding they were not ſo omnipotent in this Poz- 
t:fi cate, as they have been formerly, reſolved 
to carry their point another way. I need not 
tell you how great an Aſcendant F. /a Chaiſe 
has gained over that Monarch, that has been 
ſo long the terrour of Europe : and' how much 
all the Oraer is now in the Intereſts of Fraxce. 
'T he Zeal with which that King has been extir- 
pating Hereſy, Furniſhes them with abun- 
dance of matter for high Panepyricks,(ince that 
which is the opinion of many will paſs down 
to poiterity, for the laſting reproach of a 
Reign, which 1n its former parts has ſeemed 
to approach even to' Auguſtus?s Glory, but 
has received in this a ſtain, which with ladif- 
ferent men paſles for a blind, poor-ſpriced and 
furious Bigottry, and is repreſented by Prote- 
ftants as a complication of as much Treachery 
and Cruelty as the World: ever ſaw ; yet 
among the b:gors it is ſet forth as the brighteſt 
ſide of that Glorious Rergn:and: therefore it has 
been often cited by them with relation to the 
cold correſpondence that is obſerved to be be- 
tween the Corrrs of Rome,and that at Yerſailles, 
that nothing was more lacongruous, than to 
ſee the Head: of the' Church diſpute ſo obſti- 
natl wich its Eldeſt ſon ſuch a trifle,as the mat- 
ter of ithe Kezale, and that with fo much ca- 
g:rneſs ; and that he *ſhew?d ſo lictle regard 
bo {o greata 4onarch, that ſeemed to ſacrifice 
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all-his own 1ntereſts to thoſe of his Religion” 
It is believed, thar the Feſnurrs at Rome, prop” 
ſed the matter of 2ol:nos to F. 1a Chaiſe, as a ft 
reproach to be made to the Pope, in that K:ng® 
name, that whilit he himſelf was Imploying 
all. poſſible: means to extirpate Zecreſy out of 
his Dominions. The Pope was cheriſhing it, in 
his own Palace : and that while the Pope pre- 
tended to ſuch an unjielding Zexl for the 
Rights of the Church, he was entertaining a 
perſon who was corrupting the doltrire, or at 
leaſt the devotion, of that Body, of which he 
had the honour to be the Zzcad. But here I. 
muſt add a thing which comes very uneaſily 
from me, and yet I cannot keep my word to 
you, of giving you a faithful account of all thag 


. I could lcarn of this matter at Rome, without 


mentioning it. I do not pretend to affirm it 
is true, for I only tell you what is believed at 
Rome, and not what 1 believe my ſelf, nor 
what I would have you to believe : for I know 
you have ſo high an c{teem of Cardinal &?E- 
ſftrees,that you will not eaſily believe any thing 
that is to his Diſadvantage. It is then ſaid, 
that he being commanded by the Orers that 
were ſent him from the Corrt of France, to 
proſecute 10/;nos with all poſllible vigour, re- 


ſolved to ſacrifice his old Friend, and all that 


is ſacred in Frnd{hip,to the Paſſion-he has for. 
Bis Maſters Glory finding then that theres 
was not matter cnovgh tor an Accuſation 

: againly 
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againſt Adolinos, he reſolved to ſupply that. #6 


defeCt himſelf ; fo that he, who was once as 
deep as any man alive in the whole Secret 'of 
this Afﬀair, went and informed the 12qnuzſe- 


tion of many particulars, for which tho there 


was no other evidence but his Teſtimony, yet 


that was ſufficient to raiſe a great ſtorm againſt 


Molinos : and vpon this delation, be and a 
few other of his friends were put in the /:qui- 
ſition ; but this was managed ſo ſecretly, that 


all that is pretended to be known concerning 


it, is, that upon a new Proſecution both /40- 
linos and Petrucci were brought before the 
Inquiſition in 1684. Petrucci was ſoon abſolved, 

for there was ſo little objected to him, and he 
anſwered that with ſo much Jadgment and 
Temper, that he was quickly diſmiſſed ; and 


tho Molino?s matter was longer in agitation, 


yet it was generally expected that he ſhould 
have been acquitted. In Concluſion, a Corre- 


ſpondence held by him all Ezrope over, was 
objected to him : but that could be no Crime, 
unleſs the matter of that Correſpondence 
was Criminal: ſome ſuſpitious papers were 
found in his Chamber, but as he himſelf ex- 
plained them, nothing could be made out of 
them, ill Cardinal a Eftrees delivered 2 Lect- 
ter and 2 Meſſage from the King of France to 
the Pope, . as was formerly mentioned : and 
that the Cardinal added, that he himſelf could 
prove againſt Molinos, more than was ne- 
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ceſſary to ſhew that he was guilty of Zereſy. 
The: Pope ſaid not a word to this, but left the 
matter to the 1:quiſitors: and the Cardinal 
went to them, and gave other ſenſes of thoſe 
donbtful Paſſages, that were in /foliros's 
Books and Papers, and pretended that he knew 
from himſelf, what his true Meaning in them 
was. The Cardinal owned, that he had lived 
with him in the Appearances of Fricndſhip : 
but he ſaid, he had early ſmelled out an ill de- 
fign in all.that matter ; that he ſaw of what 
dangerons conſequence it was like to be z but 
'yet, that he might fully diſcover what was at 
the bottom of it, he confeſſed, he ſeemed to 
aſſent to feveral things, which he deteſted : 
| and that by this means heſaw into their ſecret, 
Nilked; 1 and knew all the ſteps they made, he ſtill cau- 
F10 agitith, tiouſly obſerving all that paſt among them till 
at heſlnl it; ſhonld be neceſſary for him to diſcover and 
hon, aCot cruſh this Cabal. I need not tell yon how 
pe over, m ſeverely this is cenſured, by thoſe who be- 
Ibe noCin, lieve it. I would rather-hope, that it is not 
reſpond true, how poſitively ſoever it may be affir- 
papers mm med at Rome; but tho it is hard to reconcile 
& himſelf ſuch a way of proceeding with the common 
madeutd. rules of haman Society and of Vertue, yet at 
ivereda/s Rome a Zeal for the Faith, and againſt Hereſie, 
of Fragtn ſuperſedes all the Bonds of 2ertality or Hu- 
ioned; ad 72arity, which are only the common Yertuzs of 
himſſdd -— Feathers, 
hays © In ſhort, what truth ſoever may be in this 


di pare 


z8 A Letter from ROME, 


particular, relating to the Cardinal, it is cer- 
tain that Afolinos was clapt up by the Imquiſi- 
t4o0n in ay 1685. and foan end was put to all 
Diſcourſes relatjag to hin : and in this ſilence 
the buſlineſs.of the Qx:er;/ts was laid to fleep, 
till the ninth of February 16837.that of a ſudden 
it broke out again in a much more ſurpriſing 
manner: 

The Count Y-ſpinians and his Lady, Don 
Paulo Rocch:, Contillor to the Prince Borg- 
heſe, and ſome of his Family, with ſeveral 
others, in all 70 perſons, were clapt up. Among 
whom many were highly eſteemed >oth for 
their Learning & Piety 
charge of tne Churchmen were their neglecting 
to ſay their Breviary z and tor the reit, they 
were accuſed for th:ir £v1ng ro Communion 
without a gOINg ar every me firit to Confeſ- 
fron: and in a word, it was f{ald, that they ne- 
 glectcd ail the extcriour parts of their Religion, 
and gave rhemſeives up wholly to Solitude and 
inward Pray.r, The Counteis Veſpiniani made 
a grcai nc of this matrer ; for ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
had ievcr rcvealed her Merhod of Devotion to 
ai.y, \tortal, bur.to her Corfefſor, and fo it 
was 10% pa ible that it could come to their 
knowl:dge any other way, but by his be- 
tra;ing thac Secret : And ſhe ſaid, It was time 
for peoplc to give over going to Confeſſion, if 
Prieſts made this ue of Ir, to diſcover thoſs 
who truſted their /ecrereſ# Thoughts to them ; 

and 
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and'therefore ſhe ſaid, thar in all time coming 
ſhe'would' make her Confeſſions only to- God. 
Fhis had got veit, and | heard it generally 
talked up and down Rome :- fo the Inquiſitors 
thought it more fitting to diſmiſs Her and her 
Husband, than to give any occaſion to leflen 
the credit of Corfeſſionz they were therefore 
let out of priſon, but they were bound to ap- 
pear whenſoever they ſhould be called vpon. 
I cannot expreſs to you, the Conſternation 
that appeared both in Rome and in many other 
parts of taly, when in a months time about 200 
perſons were put in the [zquiſition : and that 
all of the ſudden, 'a Method of Devorion, that 
had paſſed up and down 7raly for the higheft 
Elevation to which mortals could aſpire, was 
found to be Hererical , and that the chief 
promoters of it. were ſhut up in priſor. 

- But the moſt ijurpriſicg part of the whole 
ſtory, was,that the Pope himſelf came to be ſuſ- 


pected as a favourer of this new Hereſy : So 


thar on the 13th. of February: ſome were de- 
pnted by the Court of the 1:9ur/rt:0n to exa- 
mine him, not in the quality of Chriſts Vicar, 
or Sr. Peters Succeſſor, but in the ſingle quality 


of Berea: Odeſcalchi + what paſſed in that. 


Audience, was too great a Secret for me tobe 
able to penetrate into It : but upon this there 
were many and ftrange . Diſcouries up and 
down Rome - & while we Hereticks .were upon 
that asking, Where was the Popes Infallibility ? 
pods I 


© 


40 A Letter from ROME, 


I remember a very pretty Anſwer that was 
made me. 
did not flow from any thing that was Petfonal 
in him, bat from the care that Chriſt had of 
his Church : for a Pope, ſaid one, may be a 
Heretick, as he is a private man: but Chriſt, 
who ſaid to St. Peter, feed my Sheep, will cer- 
tainly ſo order matters that the Pope ſhall never 
decree Hereſy, and by conſequence ſhall never 


give the flock Poy/or inſtead of the Bread of 


Life; while the Popes Hereſy was only a perſo- 
nal thing, it could have no other effect but to 
damn himſelf - but if he decreed Here/y, this 
corrupted the whole Church : and fince Chriſt 
had committed all the flock to the Popes care, 
It ought to be believed, that he. would never 
ſuffer them to pronounce Hereſy ex Cathedra, 
as they call it. This had ſome colour in it, 
that was plauſible - but the ſhift of which ano- 
ther ſerved himſelf, ſeemed Intolerable. He 
ſaid, the Pope could never decree Hereſy : for 
which he argued thus: he muſt be a Zererick, be- 
fore he can decree it;and upon that he gave me 
many Authorities to prove, that in the minute 
that the Pope became a Hererick, he fell :p/o 
fatto from his Dignity ; and therefore he ſaid 
the Pope could not decree Hereſy; for he mull 
have fallen from his Chazr, and have forfeited 
his Anthority, before he could poſlibly do it; 
ſo that he was no more Pope. This lookt ſo 
like a Juggle of the Schools, that. 1 confeſs » 
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mide no great Imprefiion on me. Imagine 
what a thing it wonld be,to ſee a King accuted 
bf Treaſon by one of his ow! Corrts; and then 
you have fancied ſomewhat that comes rear 
this attempt of the 114ifirion's ; which being 
a Court anthoriſed by ite Pope, yet had tne 
Boldneſs to examin himſelf; 3nd it had cer- 
tainly been an odd picce of Neves, if upon the 
Popes Anſwers, the 1:4#ifticn had fained him 
with the Imputation of #Zcrefy,and had lodged 
him in the A47erva. Upon the diſcourſe ta 
which this gave occaſion, I have heard the 
Avthority of the Conrt cf Inqifition magnified 
to ſo Extravagant a degree, that ſome have 


even to the Pope himſelf, Two days after 
that, the /:qaifition {ent a Circhlar Letter to 
Card. C:bo, as the chief 1£zifter, to be ſent 
by him all about 7aly, of which I ferd you a 
Copy in /tahkan: for tho it ovght to have been 
writ In Latin, yet I do not know how it 
came to be writ.in :alian; for the writing it 
in the Vulgar language, was cenſured not 
only as an Indecent thing, but as that which 
made the matter more publick ; it was ad- 
dreſled to all Prelates ;, and it warns them, 
that whereas many Schols and Fraternities 
were formed in ſeveral parts of /-aly, in which 
fome perſons under a pretence of leading 
people into the Ways of the Spirit, and-to the - 
prayer of queerre/s, they inſtilled in them ny 

. avo- 
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A2 
abominable Herefres ;, 
was given to diſſolve atl them: Soczeties : And 
to oblige all the Tm ritual Guides to tread in 
the known Paths: And in particul-r, to take 
care,that none of that ſort ſhovId be ſuffered to 
have the Direction of the Nazreries. Order 
was likewiſe given io proceed in the way of 
Juſtice againſt thoſe who ſhould be Foun 
guilty of the!e abominable Errors, After this 
a {tri cnquiry was made into all the Nnne- 
ries of Kome:, for moſt of their Dzreftors and 
_ Confeſſours were found to be engaged into this 
new Method. It was found that the Carmelites, 
the Nuns of the Conception, of the Paleſtrina, 
and Albano, were wholly given up to Prayer 
- and Contemplation, and that inftead of their 
Beads, and their Hours, and the other Devo- 
tions to Saints, Or Images, they were much 
alone, and oft in the Exerciſe of ' Mental 
Prayer: And when they were. asked, why they 
| had laid aſide the uſe of their Beads, and their 
antient Forms; their Anſwer was, that their 

. Direftors had adviſed them, to. wean them- 
ſelves from theſe things, as being but Rude 
Beginnings, and Hindrances to their further 
progreſs: They juſtified alſo their PraQtice 
from thoſe Bocks that had been lately publi- 
ſhed by the approbation of the 7-9ui/irors 
oives. ſuch as Molinos and Perrucer”s 
Books. When report was made of this mat- 
ter to the 1nqui/itiorn, they ſent Orders to take 
Out 
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- ont of the Nuns hands all thoſe Books, and 
ſich Forms of Devotion as were written in 
that ſtrain; and they required them to return 
again to the uſe of their Beads,and their other 
abandoned Forms, which was no ſmall morti- 
fication to them. "The Circular Letter pro- 
duced no great effects ; for moſt of the 7ralian 
Biſhops were either extreamly unconcerned in 
all thoſe matrers,or were Inclined to 0l:n05%s 
Method: And whereas it was Intended, that 
this as well as all the other Orders that come 
from the 1nquiſrtion, ſhonld he kept ſecret, 
yet it goes abroad, and Copres of it were 1n all 
peoples hands, ſo that this gave the Romans 
the more occaſion to diſcourſe of theſe mat- 
ters, which troubl:d the: Inquiſitors ex- 
treamly, who love not to have-the World 
look into their Proceedings, nor to deſcant 
ftipon them: They blamed Card. Czbo, as if 
this matter was grown ſo publick by his means: 
but he on the other hand blamed the 1nquiſi- 
fors for it, and his Secretary blamed both. 
It was alſo ſaid, that the Pope was not plea- 
ſed with Card. C:ibo*s conduct, and that he 
thought he had ſuffercd this matter to go' too 
far, without giving a check to the Jnquiſt- 
fors, , when it might have bcen more eallily 
done; whereas pow matters are gone to 
that heighr, that many think they cannot 
end without ſome very great Scandal. 
Fof the 2uality of the Priſoners is —_ 
| OINC 
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ſome of CarGvinsl PerrucePs Domeftichs, and. 
both his Secre:.;ry and his Nephew were of 
the Nnmber : enG tho the Cardinal himſelf 
came to ome inon after, yet he was there 


for ſome time /zcognito. 1t is generally belie- 
ved, that both he and the Cardinal Caraffa, 
and Cardinal Czcers, who is Biſhop of Como, 
are in great apprechenſions of a ſtorm from 
the 1:qrnifition : And the Ceremony of giving 
them their Hats being ſo long delayed, was 
generally aſcribed to ſome complaints that. 


it ſeems the 77quiſitors made ; yet in Conclu- 


fion they appeared in Publick, and had there 
Hats given them. The Duke of Cer:, Don 
Livio, that is the Popes Nephew, is believed 


to be deeply engaged in the matter : for the. 
Count Yeſpinians, who was firſt ſeiſed on, is 
his particular Friend and Favourite: Andis a 
Don. Lyvio hims . 


fort of a Domeſtick of his. | 
ſelf is likewiſe a perſon of a Melancholy. 


Temper, that is much retired ; and this at. 
preſent is enough to make a man paſs there 
ome. tO. 


for a Qwijetiſt, He went from 
Houſe he has not far from C:v:tzvecchia, to 
avoid, as was thought, the falling into the 
hands of the 1rqurſitors, The Pope writ. oft 
for him, before he could prevail with him 
to return; and it was ſaid, that hedid not 
think himſelf ſecure even after all the Aſſu- 
rances that the Pope gave him, that no harm 
ſhould come to him ; for it might be juſtly 

enough 
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enough. apprehended ,, that the 1:qusſitors, 
who had been ſo hardy as to examine the 
Pope, would make no Ceremony with his Ne- 
phew, if they found matter againſt him. 

Bux amongſt all that were clapr up, Father 
Appram was the man that ſurpriſed the Ko- 
mans the moſt: he was ſeiſed on the firſt Sun- 
day of April ; he was eſteemed the learnedeſt 
and Eminenteſt Fe/uzre that was in the whole 
Roman Colledge. This did not a little morti- 
fie the Soczety; one- of their Fathers had ap- 
proved of Molinoss Book, and now ano- 
ther was found to be engaged in this matter : 
upon which a Prieſt, that was indeed no 
Friend to their Order. ſaid to me, that this 
was their true Genius, to have men among them 
of all fides;, that ſo which fide ſoever pre- 
vailed, they might have ſome among them, 
that ſhould have a conſiderable ſhare in the 
Honour of the Victorious. And thus if /40- 
linoPs Method had been eſtabliſhed, then 
they would have gloried as much in E/parza 
and Appiari, as they are now aſhamed of 


. them. It is likely that they had not diſcovered 


Appiani?s favouring the party, otherwiſe no 


g ot ® qoubt they had been before-hand with the 
mere 1nge: ſition, and had ſhur him up as they did 


Eſpirza; and ſo have covered themlſeives 
fre@ .he reproach of having a inan that fa- 
veur:.. Hneſy among them. But the Con- 
fidegcs ot that Society is an Original; and ſince 

4-46 I 
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I have this occaſion to mention them, I will: 


here digreſs a little from the buſineſs of 


Quet:ſm, to give you account of ſome of their 


Practices at Rome, with relation to Engliſh. 
Aj airs, with which I was made acquainted | 


during my ſtay there. 

_ There isa Jeſuit belonging to the Engliſh 
Houſe, F. Cam, well known in England, by 
ſome of his Writ: ngs, and. in particular by 
one againſt the Oath of Allegeance, in which 
he pleads for the: Popes Power of depoling 
Princes ;, it ſeems he was ſorry to lee that the 
Diſcourſe which he had writ againſt the ta- 
king that 02th, had no better eſtect, and that 
the Papsſrs generally took It : 
to carry this matter further, therefore tho 
he had no other Character bur that, of a Fa- 
ther of the Society, he propoſed at Rome, that 
a formal Oath, abjuring the Oath of Alle - 
geance, ſhould be taken by all who had ta- 
ken the other; and that for all that ſhould 
be receiyed to be Students in that Houſe, in 
all time coming, they ſhould be bound by an 
Oath never to ſwear the O-uh of Allegeance 
Since he ſaid, a time might come, in which it 
ſhould be neceſſary for their Intereſts, 


tical Prince :; But becauſe it was not ſafe -for 


them to enjoyn any new Oath, without an 
order from the Court of the Rota, according 


to the Forms there, it was neceſlary to pre- 
ſent 


{o he reſolved. 


./ 'llibly 


that 


they ſhould bz under no ſuch tie to a Here-, 
| os to 
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ſent a Memorial for this: And that ought to 
come from the ProtetFor of the Nation con« 
ce#ned : So he onght to have addreſſed him- 
ſelf ro Cardinal Howard ; but the Card:zal”s 
tetnper, and his principles, with relation to 
Civil Obedience, were ſo well known, . that 
F. Cann thought to carry the buſineſs withont 
his having any ſhare in it. Yet he found him- 
ſclf miſtaken ; for the Fudzes of the Rora were 
ſurpriſed at the Propoſition, and gave notice. 
of it to the Pope > who lookt upon it as a 
thing of very. bad conſequence: And askt 
Cardinal Howard, if it had been ſet on by: 
any direction from him. for it ſeems his Name 
was made uſe of, tho without his know- 
ledge. The Cardinal was ſurpriſed at it, and 
highly reſented the Impudence of F. Cann: 
He ſent a Complaint of 1t to the General of 
the Soczety, who, to give the Cardinal ſome. 
content, gave Cann a Reprimand, and ſent 
him out of Kome: But the Feſuites carry a 
Grudge in their Hearts to the Cardinal for 
this, and other things: And this appeared 
very viſibly during the E. of C. Embaſ- 
ſay: For tho he lodged for ſome time in 
the Carainal's Palace, yet he gave himſelf up 
ſo intirely to the Conduct of the Feſuites, 
that the Caraznal was quite ſhut out of the 
Councils: And while Fa. Adorgan came at all 
hours to the Ambaſſadonr, even in his night 
Gown and Slippers, which was thought 

; an 
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an unuſual thing at Rome, where publick. 
perſons . live in an exactneſs of Ceremony : , 


Once the Card:nal was made to wait in the. 
while the Father was within. 


enteztaining the .Ambaſſadour in this lazy 


Antichamber, 


dreſs, who coming out in it, ihe Cardinal 
was ſo provoked at tins Indigniry, that was 
done him, and at the Jeſaites lnſolence, that 
he threatned ro fling him down ſtairs, if he 


ever preſumed to come within his Houſe a- 
a Cardinal. 


gain in that Habic : and indeed, 
makes ſo great a figure in Rome, that ſuch an 
_ uſage of him was thought a litle Extraordi- 
"+. but the Card:nal is of ſo mild a temper, 
and the Feſaites are ſo violent, as to be reC- 


koned the Horns of the Beaſt. 


But I will now return to the Quietiſts, 
from whom, the partic ular regard that 1 bear 
to the Ordcr of the Jeſuites, has diverted me 
ſoloogg. The Priſons of the Holy Office were 
full, and the Terrour of this "matter had 
ſtruck ſo many. 
when or where it. ſnonld ſtop. It is fad, that 
the /2gn;/itours have found in ſome of their 


Examinations, that thzy -have to do with 
men that are Jearveder then theinſelves : and 
that their Priſoners are {gz od refolnte. tt 
1s ao faid;that their Fric::c. - 224 have ex- 
preſizd a great concern ior #1, 2nd $a 


that no body could gueſs 0000 Þe 


; 1 *0 
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the cauſe of their - Sufferings, - and that 'many 
Letters have been writ to the [nquiſitors, 
wiſhing them to conſider well what they do 
to their Priſoners ; and aſſuring them, thar 
they will maintain their Intereſts, and <hat 
they are ready to ſeal themwith their Blood. 
It is certaio, the Pope and Cardinal Czbo are 


mo irs i *mmuch 'troubled, to ſee that this matter is 
this Has £0ne fo far, and is now ſo much talked of. 


Cardinal Petrnccs 1s ſtill much in the Popes 
favour, and was ſuffered not long ago to go 
viſit 220linos, with whom he-had a long con- 
verſation all alone, but'the ſubject and the 
effetts of it are not known : yet a ſevere Sen- 
tence 1s expected againſt Xohnos, Thoſe 
that ſpeak the mildeſt, think he will be a 
Priſoner for life - but a little time will ſhew 
more than I can preſume to tell you. It is a 
terrible thing to have the whole body-of the 
Repulars againſt one, who according to the 

imate that. is made at Rome, are about 
5oooo0 Perſons, and of that number it is 
faid the Feſuites make 40000. In the City of 
Naples alone it is believed the Regulars and 
other Eccleſiaſticks amonnt to 25000. ſo it is 
very likely, that when fach Bodies, and 440- 
tnos arein the ballance,Cajaphas's Reſolution 


; Tay once more take place: /t :zs expedient that 


one Man ſhould die, rather than that thoſe 1\ti= 

ons of Regulars ſhould periſh, or their Trade 

and Profits be letsned. But to come to an end, 
C the 
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the /:q#u:/irors have prepared theworld-for any :! 
Judgments that they may pals in this matter, it 
by ordering one of their number, to draw up/i" 
- a Cenſure of 19 Articles, which he pretends '_-_ 
to have collected out of the Writings and (ICU 
Dottrines of the Quiztiſts, and thus by repre- 
ſenting them ſo odiouſly, . they have as much © 
as in them lies, prevented thoſe Compaſſions ' Tþt WaS1 
which may perhaps be kindled by the ſuffe- ' * Orde 
rings of thoſe whom they may condemn -as 
onilty of thoſe cenſured Opinions- I have 
now given you all the Informations that I 'fy# e R 
could pick up of this matter, with all poſlt . 
" ble fincerity ; for | have repreſented this -bu- py yeni 
fſineſs to you, juſt as it was ſet before my ſelf, |, gin, c 
without making any Additions to it, or inter= poipoo erip 
poſing my poor judgment in ſucha matter, #**Kule 0 
which | leave to you, and to ſuch as you are. mn I 
weyir private 
I conclude, referring you for a further light 1, { v 
Into this Afﬀair to the Cenſure of the 1:9ſs- tle quli da 
rors, which I procured in /talzar, for tho pro- m mid 
bably it is written Originally in Zatiz, yet 1 aged. 
could not get a Copy of the Latin Cenſure, |, tw" 
and ſo was forced to content my ſelf with wn 5; 
this that follows. Ir appears by it how low wo cer 
the ſtudy both of Dziviniry and of the Scrip- io inſenſbl 
tres is ſunk at Rome : ſome few ſtrictures baſg 


will be found'on the Margin of the Engliſh wick 


4 ranſlation of this Cenſure, which I have ad- tine 4 Dio 
ded, becauſe ſome perhaps may deſire to ſee mequrrrop 


this, who do not underſtand /taliar, land percio 
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IRCULAR LETTER, 


_ Order of the 7nquifition. 


Em” e R" Sig, m0 Ofſ® 


gens yenuto A notitia. di queſta Sacra Congre- 
- gatione , che 1n diverſi luoghi d'Italia f1 vadino 
poco a poco erigendo , e forſe anche 1 ſ1ano erette 
certe Scuole © Companie , Fratellanze , © Radunanze, 
0.con altro nomi, © nelle Chieſe , © nelli Oratorii, © 


1n Caſe private i titolo di Conferenze Spiricualt, 6 


fiano di ſole Donne, 6 di ſoli Huomini , © miſt, 
nelle quelli alcuni direttori Spiritual ineſpert1 della 
yera via dello Spiriro calcata da Santi, e forſe anche 
malitiofi ſotto titolo d'inſtradare I'anime per I'Oratione, 
che chiamano la la Quiete , © di pura Fede interna, 


. © con altri nome, benche dal principio appariſca, che 


perſuadino maſſime d'iſquiſita perfertione, ad ogn1 
modo da certi principit mal intef, e peggio pratticatt 
yanno inſenſibilmente inſtillando nella mente de fem- 
plici diverſi graviſſimi errori, che poi aborciſconvanco 
in aperte Ereſfie, & abomineyoli laidezze con diſcapiro 
Irreparabile di quelle anime ,'che per ſolo zelo di ben 
ſervire a D1o fi mettono in mano d1 fimplice Direttor!, 
come pur troppoe noto efler ſequiro in qualche luogho. 
Hanno perclo queſt! mtci Em, Signori Colleght Gene- 
ralt Inquiſitort ſtimato opportuno di figntficare a V. E. 

a G2 CON 
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con la preſente che 1 fa circolare a tutti gll Ordinarjj 
d'italiaz accio fi compiaccia d'invigilare ſopra qualtfis 
voglia nuove adunanze fimilt diverſe dalle gia prattt- 
care & approvate de luoght Cattolict, e troyandone 
de tali onninamente , le aboliſca ; ne permetta-in 
avenire che in modo alcuno ne venyano inſtituite.,”8& 
infiſta, che i Dirertort Spirituali caminino la ſtrada 
Lattuta della perfertione Chriſtiana, ſenza affettarefſin- 
golarira di vie d1 Spirito, con ayvertire ſopra thitto, 
che nefſuna perſona Toſpetra di novita fimili singeriſca 
a diriggere ne In voce., ne in ſcritto le monache, ac- 
clo che non entri ne Monaſteri1 quella peſte, che pur 
rroppo potrebbe contaminare la ſpiritual intentione dl 
queſte Spoſe del Stgnore.. II che turro- fi rimettre alla 
prudenza dell' E. V. con che pero non $'intenda con 
quelle proviſionalt, che ella ſari per fare precluſa la 
via di procedere, anche 'per via di giuſtitia : quando 
f1 ſcopriflero 1n qualche perſona tali errori non eſcuſa- 
bilt. In tanto f1 va qui digerendo Ia materia , per po- 
ter a (uo tempo auvettire il Chriſttanefimo deglli' er- 
rori da evitarſ1. E, le Bacio, 14, Febrari, 1687. + 


m— 


THE 
CIRCULAR LETTER, 
Put in Engliſh. 


. Hoſt Eminent, or Moſt Reverend Lord ::-: 


FA [S, Holy Congregation, having recel- 
© ved Advertiſement, that there are ſome 
F. | IN 
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m-divers -places of Iraly, that by little and 
» hs are erecting, or perhaps that have alrea- 
» Qdy.crected, ſome Schools, Companics, Frater-. 
© Aer #it1Cs, OT Aſſemblies, under ſome other De- 
 - kj) nomination, either in Churches, Chappels, 
: of In private Houſes, under the pretence of 
prritual Conferences and. theſe conſiſting 
| either only of Women, or only of Men, or of 
both Sexes together, in which ſome Spiritual 
& Gudes, that are unacquainted with the true | 
| way of the Spirit, in which the Sajnts have 
 trod, and that are perhaps men of ill deſigns, 
do under the pretence of leading Souls by the 
Prayer of Quietneſs, as they call 1t,, or of Pzre 
Invard Faith, or under any other name, in 
which tho in the beginning that they carry 
men, by Maxims that are of the/higheſt per- 
fection.,yet at laſt they by certain principles, 
that are ill underſtood, and worſe praCtiſed, 
do inſenſibly infuſe into the minds of the fim- 
ple, divers grievous Errors that do break 
out into, open Hereſy, and to abominablez 
Practices, to the irreparable prejudice of thoſe 
Souls, who out of their fingle Zeal to ſerve 
God well, puts themſelves in the hands of ſuch 
ſimple Diredtors, which is too notorioully 
known to have fallen out in {ome places. In 
conſideration of all this, my moſt Eminent 
Lords and Colleagues, the Inquiſitors General, 
have thought fit to ſignify this to you, by this 
ba jrgular Zerrcr, which is ſent to all the Or- 
| W323 dinaries. 


Concerning 
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dinaries of Italy, that ſo you may be pleaſed, 

to watch over all ſuch new Aſſemblies, that 3! : 

are different from thoſe that are practiſed and 5: 
approved in other Catholick places : and that i _ . 
where you find any ſuch, you aboliſh them = F 
entirely, and ſuffer them not to be any further 
advanced ; and that you take care that Sprri- 

zual Direttors ſhall tread in the beaten Paths 

of Chriftian Perfeition, without affeting any Ohms 
Singularity in the Ways of the Spirit : and that J 
above all other things, you take care, that no / 
perſon ſuſpected of theſe Novelties, by ſuf- Frepa 
tered to thruſt himſelf into the direftion of 
Nunneries, elther by Word or Writing : that Sari princ 
ſo this Peſt may nor enter within thoſe Houſes . * 
wiich may too much corrupt the Spiritual In- 0m 
tention of thoſe Spouſes of Chriſt. All this is 
referred to your prudence : but with all this «+ 
proviſienal care, 1t is not to be underſtood as 
if hereby the proceedings in the way of Juſtice, 
were to be hindred, in caſe any perſons are 
found to hold inexcuſable Errors. In the 
mean while, care is taken ſo to digeſt this mat- 
ter, that Chriſtendom may be -in due time ad- 


1 - - (inptan'vat 
vertiſed of thoſe Errors that are to be avoided. in 


ita, e:yerſe 
bon \\ ricate] 


| Rome the 15. of February, 16387, 0 nevanori 
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Opimons of the Cmuetiſts, 
3 Prepared for the Tuquiſttion. 


Errori principali di quelli, - che eſercitano 


['Oratione di Quiete, co le Riſpoſte. 


I. | blah Contemplatione, o vero Oratione di Quie- 
.. KL tc conſiſte in conſtituirfi alla preſenza di Dio, 
con un atto di Fede 'ofcura, pura, & amoroſa, e d1- 
Pot / ſenza: paſſar pid. avanti, e ſenza ammerrtere di{+ 
corſo, ſpecie, ©. penſfiero alcuno, ſtarſene cof1 oriolo ; 
par effer contraric alla riverenza dovuta a Dio u| 
replicare quel puriſſimo arto, 11 quale pero e dt ranto 


'Mefito,” e'vigore, che contiene 1n.ſc, anzi ſupera 


con gran” vantagpio tutti infleme 11 mer1t delle altre 


:virth,. e-perſevera turr* 11 rempo della vita, mencre 


non fi ritratti con un atto contrario : Onde non Ce 
neceſlario reiterarlo,.e replicarlo.. 


CENSURA Ce RISPOSTA. 


— Niun' atto di Fede ci conſtituiſſe preſenti A Dio, 
At;quale e dentro a nol. per. indiſpenſabile neceſii2 
C4 acid 
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della ſua Immenſit 2, e perd ſpeſlo dicevano Elia, 


Michea, & altri Proferi : 'Viuit Deus in cujus conſpecin 
No. E con Apoſtino dicono 1 Teologt : In Deg. 17- ;; 
vimus, movemur, 4 ſums, Dunque Fatto di Fede, iy 


perche ſuppone Tefſere della Creatura, ſuppone queſta 
gi3 prima nella preſenza - di Dio, e ſolamente ſara 
raſſegnatione di Spirito nelle braccie della Divinita. 
Intorno a queſta all' hora ſara contemplatione, quan- 
do FAnima contemplara, e non fara ottoſa, doppo 
1l primo atto di Fede ofcura, pura, & amorola. E 
pol falfira evidente il dire , che non ſono. neceffari1 
alrai buoni atti, L' Arto buono, per effer finito, © 
mipliorabile, per mezzo della continuatione di fimili 
atti. Me” la moltiplicatione di att! virtuoſt e' con- 
trario alli riverenza:dovuta: a. Dio,.. perche Iddio 
non 1 tedia, © impediſce, cflendo libero da* ogni 
paſſione, & in tanto non conviene replicare att! 
riverentialr a*' Maggtort del Mondo,'.in quanto, che 
Queſti, ſecondo_chg, porta Tefperienza, ſono altera- 
bilt, Impedibilt, 6 rediabili della viſta di fimill arri 
frequeniatl. L' atro dunque in ſe ſteflo buono, mol- 
tiplicaro fara un buonr magglore, e pero da”Dio. aps 
provato, a pid rumunerabile, che un' atta. folo, 
Nella Contemplarione poi fi {ta 1n atto d1 operare, e 
non oſtinatamente ſopra Fattopaſlaro; eflendo il Con- 
templare Voperare mentalmente , ancorche alrro ance 
v1 11 richieda, 


IT. Senza la Contemplatione , per. mezze della 
meditatione non pud darfi un paſſo nella Perfer- 
_—_- 

R. Per. meditarſi dal Chriſttano preciſamente la 
Paſſione di Chriſto, fi ritlette, che per amor dell 
Huomo tanto pati un Dio, unde puo riſolvartfi a ria- 
marlo, e volerlo obedire in che commanda, e met- 
ere in prarttica ( con la grartia d1 Dio, che ſempre e 
n Not) | tal fanta deliberatione, Pang permeZzzo 
.<lla Meditartione pud' bene incaminarf1 Anima alla 

per- 
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perfetrione. Anni ſenza contemplare, e ſenza medii>- 
rare, purche s'opri ſecondo li Leggi, con I'ajuro d 
.Nio fi puo ogn' uno {alyare ;: non jr falva pol chi nonl 
e. perfetro, & Amico di- Dio. Dunque <. falfiflim 
PFopimione contenuta nel ſecondo Capo. 


- TIT. La Scienza, e Dottrina anche Teoljgica, e Sacra, 
'e d1mpedimento, e repugnanza alla Contemplarione, 
fella quale non pofſono dar giudirio gli Huomini Dorr, 
m3 ſolo li Meditativi, 'e Contemplatiyil, | 


R. La Dottrina Teologica nortifica ſtabili jn noi 
| FOpggetto della Contemplatione, che dicono't Quietiftt 
 effer la Divina Efſenza. Dunque 1n nol & compinibile 

con. la Contemplatione, alla quale fe la Teologia re- 


, 
- 


£ pponaſl Iiftefſo farcbbe-efſer Contemplativo, e nulla 


per d'iddio Teologalmente, e cof1 Agoſtino, e' gli 
- altri1 Santi Dottor1i, '© Luminarri della Chieſa, perche 
erano ſclentifici;, fi doverebbero 1ncapaci effer ſtati- 
. della Contemplatione., 11 che & falſo, Imperoche Dio, 
.Che inſtituti'l Sacerdotio, come Miniſtero 11 pit degnc... 
-pon ye ragione, .che habbia voluto 1 Sacerdoti, ma' 
che non foflero Gontemplativi, gia che volſe col Sa- 
.cerdotio unita Ja $cienza ,  mentre nella' Sacra Scric- - 
tura minaccio per Ofea Proferta a ch1 diſprezzatore 
della  Scienza efercitava 11 Sacerdorto. Tu repuliſt; 
ſcientiam , (5. ego repellam te, ne Sacerdotio fungars 
bi, E tralaſcto altre Scritture, e raggton!, perche 
-mj viene incaricata la: breuita, In quanto poi al 
ehe fi. dice in queſto 3. cap. che della  Contempla- - 
 zione' non paſſoto-dar' giuditio Þ Dotti, fi 'vede apex- 
. tamente, che Vignoranza di ,queſti ſpiricelli ſenza. 
Incelligenza'ha una temerita di_ non volar ſoggiacere. 
all emenda, per mezzo dell infallibile ſencumento. 
de* Scienrifici. 


| \ 
IV. Non pud darfi perfetta Contemplatione, ſe: 


.non circa. la ſola Diyinita, I Miſteri dell' Incarna-- 
: C 5. tione, . 
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. OP 172 MIC 
| tione , Vita", e Paſſione del noſtro Salvatore . now 

ſono oggetto di Contemplatione, anz1 Iimpediſcono, 
onde deyono di Contemplativi tenerfi lontani ; d ſolo 


confiderarſi ſpregiatamenre. 


R. Se la Contemplatione & un affettione dell” In- 
telletro, e della Volonta. con VOgetto, mediante la 
pratia di Dio, in un raccoglimento d1 Spirito, potra 
Ia vita di Chriſto contemplarfi , perche AI quella 11 
Chriſtiano pud farſi preſente in Spirito, & affettive 
CccN atto di Fede, & Amore. Aggiongo che ſe Chriſto 
venne a plantar Paradifi in terra per commiſſione 
dell' Eterno Patre, come difle il Profeta Iſai, Poſut , :.. 
verbum meum in ore tu, ut plantos Calos, (F fundes 
terram. Dove la Parafraſe Caldea cofi legge : Ut 
plantes Celos in terra: Come dire (11 come Iinteſe 
Girolamo) che piantaſſe le contentezze negli Huo- 
mint diſprariari per il peccato originale : E ſe 1 Con- 
templationi fi portano ſopra ſe ſteffi alla Conſolation! 
Divine nella loro Contemplativi, perche 11 deve di-- | 
ſprezzare, e tener lontano Chriſto, che e Iimme- 
diato Datore? Chriſto non impediſce Tatto del Con- 
templatione ſe venne ' a compartirct perfettioni, e 
contenti ſpirituali, che ſono 11 fine de* Contemplatiyi, 


V. Le Penitenze corporah , Faufterita. della 'viea 
' Hon convengono alli Contemplativi, anzi meglio 
fi comincia la converfione dalla vita contemplati- boſe 
va, che dalla Purgativa, e dalle Penitenze. An- Perche | . 
cora gli efferti della Divorione ſenftbile , la rene- np 
\ rezza del Cuore , le Lagrime, -e Conſolation ſpir1- e Dio. 
' ruali fi devono fuggire, anzi diſpreggiare da* Con- © pies 
templatiyi-, -come_coſe- repugnanti- alla Contempla- Frag 
tione. - wo tro. A 
| ' Benza , 
R. Le Mortificatione diſpongono lo Spirito , ac- Ilefſa yir 
cid viva ſopra le motiont del: ſenſo , e*percto- turrit No com 
fanti cominctarrono-a-viaggiare yetlo- la- Perfettione Wat 
; can. 0 
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con; diſcipline, Digiuni, . &c. Dunque ſe i Contempla- 
tiy] hanno per fine anco la perfertione , ben 1i con- 
vengono le Penitenze, perche pid ſpedito- fi rend# 
alla Contemplarione , chi pin tiene domacte le alrera- 
tion! del fenſo, E ſe Dio prometre nelle Scritcure 
pardonar al Peccatore piante, che ſaranno da lui le 
colpe, mi in nefſun luogo del vecchio, © nuovo 
Teſtamento, per efferſt poſto nella Contemplatione. 
Dunque meglto. 11 comincia la converfione dalla vi- 
ta. purgativa, e dalle Penitenze, che dalla contem- 


« 8 
” 


platione. 


.. YI. La. vera Contemplatione deve fermarfi nella 
pura Eflenza d'Iddio , ſpogliata delle Perſone , e des. 
gli Arcriburi , e VAtto di Fede di Dio cofi concepito, 
E-ÞjD perfetto, e mericorto dt quello , che riguarda 

10. con le perſone , & Artrtributt. ed 


; R. Pg Perſone Divine, e egl!_ adorabili Attribu- 
ti di Dio hanno. la reggione formale deffe Oggerti : 
di. Fede , e d'Amnore nel racoglimento delle noſtre 
potenze , e nella rafſegnatione dello Spirito, per- 
che, ſono verita revelate, e come Predicati Divint 
ſuoni buoni. in ſe ſtefſt, & alle Creature. Donde po - 
arſene. vera contemplatione, Che © poi Patro dt 
Fede, di-Dio ſenza le Perſone, & Artributi conce- 
piro ſia pid perfetro, '© meritorto dt quello , che 
riguarda Dio con le Perſone , & attribut1 e falfira, 
Perche ſe gia 11 credere. che Dio ſta Trino, e fia 
tuſto. E atro di fede perfetto, e meritorio, e cre-- 
dere Dio. vero nell' Effenza anco e- atto meritorto - 
E, perfetto , ſara Vatto con cut f1 crede Dio vero 
erino', e pluſto, pid. perfetro, e merirorio d'un-. 
alrro- atto, con cut ſolamente, 11 crede uno nell” 
Eflenza , ,perche ſi merita pti per due- arti :dell” 
iſtefla; virtu , che per un ſolo dr queſti. ( Hevendoct 
109, communicate le virth- ſupranaruralt non per far 
1 drfetion I, azto ſolo. virtuoſo, ma- per avanzarſi col clereng 
col 90v:; | | | 1 
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di talt' doni) Un' atto di fede , che 'equivale A | 

due & pit meritorio, e perfetto di un ſolo atto del. -* 
Ii due : onde ben fi conclude contra la prima'-pro- F) 
poſitione di queſto 6. Cap. che la vera , e'perferta 
contemplatione per effere megliore deve fermarf1 nel- 

la pura Effenza di Dio, ma queſta nella Perſone, 
cneglt Attriburt., | 


V I I. Nella Contemplatione Suniſce Anima 1m- 
mediatamente con Dio , onde non vi fi richiede Fan- 
raſm1, © Imapgint, © ſpecie di forte alcuna. 
R. Nella Contemplatione ancorche in un certo mo- 
do Suniſca Anima immediatamente con Do , cio E 
effettive , perche vi concorre [intelletto a mirar D1o 
ſemplicemente, pero fi richiede qualche ſpecte per 
ſollicitare Tintellettuale habilica naturale I porrarf 
nella confideratione di Dio , ſervendo la ſpecie per 
opgetro mortivo all Intelletto. - | 
VIII. Tutti i Contemplativi ” nell* atto della 
Contemplatione pariſcono pene, & .angoſcie 11 gra- 52 
vi, che pareggiano, anzi ſuperano, 1i rormentt delP 31a 
iſteſſi Martiri, | Orationl \ 
| | + * nn 
R. Se :( come dicono i Quietiſti nel primo ca- - .Onnone d 
o) la Contemplatiane confiſte nel farfi preſence 1ee-yreqay 
a Dio con un tro di Fede amoroſa, e poi ſtarfene «R$ 1 
in otto, non < formalmente eſſere tormentato, .e - |:Jugllagell 
patire pene pid delli Martiri. E, quantunque ad  repente fit 
alcuno ſpeflo ſucceda nella Contempletione ango- Che & or 
ſete, Ee dolori,, cid proviene da* altra caufa'© yi accom 
dal Demonio, permettendolo Dio, © da' fiachez= Al} ulime 
Za di nattura, che conſuma il Corpo, © da' mo- ini 
- tivi di Malencoma, © da' foverchio ſangue , che 
formontato alla reſta caggiona dolore. Ma moltiffimi 
alrr1 ft ſono viſti nell' atro- della Conremplatione, 
circondati d1 luce con fronte ſerena, e bocca 11- 
dente , come Franceſco di . Papla fa offeryato: da 
Luiggt XI, Re di Francia, e finita la Contempla- 
t100NC 
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A _* rjone- reſtar/ tutti inondati di allegrezza , perche in 
| .:Quela vennero , A 'viſta ( ſemplicemente ben fi ) li 


- 


1; per reſtar concertaro il Matrimonto fra Dio e 


* 
Ts. 
; a 


IX. .NeJ Sagrificio della Meſſa, e nelle Feſte de" 
| Santt, e meglto applicarfi all atto di pura fede, e 
Contemplarione, che alli Miſtert di effo Sacrificto, 
-0 a confiderare le attioni, -< le coſe aptenentl all 
--medeſimi Santi. Ep Eo rat bl 

R. Viye. jngannato chi pliydica . entrare.' [nella 
-Contemplatione ſenza buona diſpofitione del” Aw 


 . 
bk = 
' 


. nima 3. perche la. confideratione dell; Miſteri del- 


Ja Mefla , e dell” cſempio -de* Santi e preparamen=» 
£0 ſpirituale ; .ancorche remoto , percio ſtimarſ1 de- 
. ye megho , -primar applicarſi il Chriſtiano alla conſt- 
: 1 de 1 Miſtert della Mefſz, e delle._artioni 
. de* Santi, .c poſcia darſi alla Contemplatione cdn 
7Pld Adobbo nell*. Anima. | : ; 


--X,. La Lertjone ſpirituale de” lebri,, 1e Prediche, 
TOrationi vocali , Finvocationi de* Senti, e* coſe fi- 
mil! , ſono d'impedimento alla Contemplatione, overo 

.-Oratzone di-Quicte ,- alla- quale non 11 deye -premet- 

here; preparatione alcuna. - | | 


12-R. Se. in ogni profeſſione , e maggiormente in 


:quella della vera, e non fintionata ſpiritualita : Nemo 
* Tepente fit ſummits , come TU dimoſtra , per- 
che e ordine della noſtra ftacca natura , co' cut fi 


 -vaaccommodando la gratia per 11 noftro camino- 


'alFcultimo termine det-Erernita,. che a facilioritues 
EL zndipiendum, che 'percid-e grand 1guoranza , e pre 
ontione -entrare nell* - Orattone di - Quicte, (prima 
aVzlri® eſercitii, e ſenza preparatione, :Chi .cofi cn 
Tra, uſcra ancora ſenz' alcun profitto, WES, 

17 XI;-U'Sacramento della Penitenza, avanti la .Com- 
-muntone 'non e per I'Antme \interior!, e .contempla- 
_tlye,” ma. per Teſteriori, c meditative, .. -* = 

3,391 - WEE 
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R. I contemplativi hanno ſolamente un' Anima 
© puo meditare, e pud contemplare, 8. anco pud ſtar 
in. peccato. Dunque il Sacramento della Penirenza 
prima della S. Communione, e neceffario all' Anime 
contemplative. " 


X11. La Meditatione non riguarda Dio col lume del- 
la Fede, ma con 11 lume naturale in Spirito e verita, 
e pero non ha merito appreſlo D1o. 


R.. Se la meditatione non fofſe meritoria appreſ- 
| {fo Dio, ( ſaltem aliqualiter. de congruo _) no* farebbe 
_ cofi famigliare alle Religion, dove furono , e ſo-- 
no grand' Huomini fanali della S. C. R. ne farebbe 
Incaricata da* SS, Patriarcht , e da' Sommi Pontifi- 
ci, rimunerata con Indulgenze prov , come eſer- 
- Citio ſpirituale, 'proportionato ajllt Amict di Dio, & 
A. quelli, che abandonano de fallacte del mondo. 
"Di Dio, come fi pud conoſcere Tefiſtenza- cot lunie- 
naturale, e con la fede ſopranaturale, cofi *puo darf 
Meditatione che lo riguardi naturalmente , _ e Me- 
ditatione che lo riguardi con fede pura, e ſopranaru- 


rale 


© XIlI. L'Imagini nonfolo interne; e mentali, maan- 
. co [eſterne ſolite venerarſi da' fedeli,come ſono quelſe 
di Chriſto, e de* ſuoi Santi, ſono 'dannoſe a- Contem- 
plativi, onde devano. fuggirſi, e toglter- via, accto 
' 1inpediſcano la Contemplatione. | JEET 


R.+ Quanto . decret> , e decretara la S. Madre 
. Chieſa , a cul preſiede Direttore lo Spirito Santo 
- rutto glovevole' all' Vaſſallaggio..di: Chriſto,; pero ſe 
a* Fideli la Chieſa-ordina } Vadorationi delle $S..Im- 
magini , non deyono queſte. sfuggirſ1 , 0-ropher 
via , come nocjve alla Contemplarione : ;.. nulladt- 
meno alcuni ſguardi alla sfuggita verſo .dette--Im- 
magini..non ſono - yalevoli a far pardere Ia, Cqntem- 
platione , overo, - Oratlone. de Quiete al, Coe 
L 1 | | atlVe. 
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:Plarivo;; quale ſe in ogni caſo la perde, proviene 
dalla* ſua troppa imbecilliti , e per altro- poi e pid 
'#mp1a ' FAtima | rappitonevole ; e maggine Ja  gra- 
Ha';,"-che Vafſiſte di quello che ſuppone queſte 
13. Cap. Anzi la moderata confideratione di dette 
Imagini ſerve a formar nell' Anima Tinterno raco- 
glimento, perche il contemplativo f1 faccia regolare 
dalla Grat1a, 


 XTV.. Chi una volta fi e applicato alla Contemplatto- 
ne. non deye plu ritornare alla Meditatione, perche 
farebbe un paſlare dal meglio al peggto. 


- R. E vero che e coſa mala paſlare dal meglio al peg- 
gio, ma ſpefſo conviene non poſledendo attualmente 
ar meglio incaminarſi a pofleder il buono.. E vero 
ancora, che efſendo pontualmente nella Contemplatio- 
ne, non fi deve lacciar queſta a fine di mettarfi 
nella Meditatione. Ancorche la Contemplatione fia 
migliore, non ricrovandofi 11 Chriſtiano attualmente 
nella Contemplatione , non opera 1nconvenientermente 
applicandoſi a meditare , perche conviene , che per 
ognit via, che Dio 1 puo mirare dal Anima, ſta da 
queſta reverentemente efle quiata, . __ 7 
.-- XV. Se nel tempo della Contemplacione yengo- 
.no penſieri brutt1, & oſcen1, non fi deve uzar dilt- 
genza alcuna in ſcacicarlt, no' riccorrer ad alcu. uno 
buon penftero , ma compiacerſi di eflere da' quelli 
moleſtato, | 


-* R. Per non' priers Punione effettiva con Dio-, 
e 


che nella formale contemplartione fi xrova, eatto d1 
Pprudenza toglter via Foccaſione, come e:atto dt (cto- 
.-peraggine 1) trattenerſi con compiacenza ,- perche 
come dice S, Tomaſo d'Aquino , gut vlt cauſam, ex 
:qud. neceſſaris , vel rigulariter ſequitur affeftus , wult vir- 
'rualiter effeffum , E lo Spirito Santo, Qut amat pert 
LIIGU culum 
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. culum peribit in- ito, Dunque ſentendo in noi Ia re- 
bellione del ſenſo nella Contemplatione ;, - ancorche 
fidat! in no1 fieſſa, dobbiamo uſfar ogni ' diligenza 
per ſuperarla. Doyemo pero raccommandarct. alla 
Divinita, e chieder la ſua gratia, per tranquillare j 
mali penſter!, diffondere le ſue gioje nell' Anima , 
incalmare 1 ſenſi alterati , & ut fint aſpera in wias 
planass, 


XYI. Ni1ur' atto. © affetto noftro interno, benche- 
Formato per mezzo della fede, e puro, ne piace a' 
Do, perche naſce dall' Amor proprio , mentre non 
vi fia infuſo dallo Spirito Santo , ſenſa- noſtra indu- 
-Nria, e diligenza. alcuna, onde quelli , che ſtanno ncvedienta & 
! 1 ——_ , . , ) . 
-nelia Conremplatione © 1n oratione d'affettt, deya-- Concenplati 
no -ſtare otioſi , © aſpettando 1intluflo- dello Spirito perſons 
Santo. | | | 


YI, 1 


R. A Dio ſolamente piacciong 1 ſuoi Doni , ma: hoglai 


Tutte quelle noftre Operationi, che da' Not 11 fanno- i "edn 
£on 1a ſua Santa Gratia. Quind1- tanto pier , profetta. roricgigh 
ſara: Ia Contemplatione , quanto meno ſara otiofa , diuſid 
urche'1] .Contemplatore non fi daſct a*.qualche ſenft- a por 
ile rranſportare , preche- perderia 1a Contemplatio- Honeſl, 1 
ne, © gli ſuccederabbe come alla Moglte di Loth, DAY 
-che per mirar indietro perſe 11 Camino, 'E pot'teme- 
Tita aſpettare-m .ottofita Vinflufſo miracoſa* dallo Spi- oy 
rito- Santo, perche a* que, che ſono nell” Oratione —Y 
:di.-Quiete non Afi.deye 11 .camino paſſiyo, mertre non 5 
hanno condegnita ſopra 1don della Spirito Santo. Ben-- wr \ 
fi ſuccede alle yolte che lo Spirito peretri Anima di oY 
.chi-ſta nellOratione:d'affertt ,, ma per guts particola- pi 
re. Aggiongo. contro Ia prima propofitione” dz queſto 700. 


- £6, capo. -L1 Quietiſt d3cono nel 12.:capo che la'Med- ſpirit 


tatione non ha merito apprefſo Dio , perche non lo. 11- 7 Fa. A 
.puarda col lume della tede, dunqueIatto formato per. A _ IC 
mezzo della fede ha merito apprefſo Dio, dunque :< ek ry 
puro,-c-gli piace, | | hel ok ifon 

3 | XY1I, It's 
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- XVII. Queti che ſtanno ne!Patto della Contempla- 
| * Horne, 5 dell Oratione dz Quiete, © fiano Perſone Re- 
n a; * bgjoſe, © fight di famigha, © altri , che vivono ſotto 

: Faltrut cor-mando. non devonso in quel tempo obedire 
&  eſeguire £11 ordint delis Regola , © de* ſuperior! , 
per non interromper. i4 Coucemplarione. 

en OTE Awe - 129885 

R. La contemplatione ancorche- 1a in not df gra 
perfettione , perche non ci yicve commandata da' Dio, 
tnterrompendofi non f1 pecca, ma eflendoct comman- 
data da* 1o 1 Obedieuza a' Geritori, & a ſuperiori, f1 
deve obedire a*'queſti, ancocecn laſciare Tattual Con- 
templatione, perche in 1iguardo -dell' ordine divino 
Fobedienza e prefertbile nella prattica , ancorche Ia 
Contemplatione fha molto piu confiderabile nella ſua 
perferttione objettiva. | 

XVHI. Devono i Contemplativi efler totalmente 
ſpogliati dell' affetto di rutte le Cofe, che rigettino a' 
fe, < diſpreggino 11 Dont, e fayori di Dio, e f1 difat- 
tertionino dell iſftefſa vircu, © per | magglormente 
ſpogliarſi d'ognt coſa, e viver meglto a' ſe medeſim, 

e aucora quello, che ripugno alla modeſtia , & all 
Honeſta, pur: he non fia eſpreſfamente contro lipre- 
cetet Del Decalogo, | 


-R, Iddio favoriſce 1 Contemplativi con Ia Commys- 
nicattone de' ſyoi boni, non per effere queſti diſprez- 
Zati, ma .per abbellirgli VAnima, e fortificargli [ha- 
bilira naturale all efercitta della virtn. Dunque an» 
'corche 1 Contemplatiyi non (ene debbano inſuperbire, 
deyono ſopramudo ftimarli, © fervirſene con humilta 

_ d1 ſpirito : E ſe Dio yuole Vhoneſta come buona, ſono 
in obligo anche i Contemplativi effer honeſti, perche 
Iddio non ha fatto decreto, che privilegiafſe 1 Con- 
templarivi a non efler ſogett! alla raggione, ſu la quale 
{1 fonde la Modeſtia, e Thonneſta della Yira. 


XIX, 
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XIX. L1 Contemplativi ſono ſogetti alle Violenze, - br 


per le quali reſtano privi dell uſo del libero arbitrio, fr 


che ſe anco bene graviſfimamente peccano eſteri@re 
mente, nondimeno 1ntertormente non fanno peccato 
alcuno ; onde ne anco devono Confeflarſi de cid, che 
hanno fatto. Civ fi proya con Veſempio di Giob, il 
quale con tutto che non ſolo ingiuriaſſe il Profſimo, 
ma anco beſtemmiafſe empiamente Dio, in ogni modo 
non peccava, perche tutto queſto faceya * -gj violenza 
del Demonto. E per dar giuditio di queſte violenze, 
non ſerve la Teologia Scolaſtica, e morale, ma. & ne- 
ceſlario Spirito ſopranaturale, il quale in pocchifſimt 
f1 trova, & in queſti {hi da gindicare non I'incerno dall* 
eſterno, ma Ieſterno dall' incerno, 


R. Che in queſto Cap. 19. non ſolamente lates Anguis 
ſub herba , ma apertamente fi vede, che ſotto nome 
d1 Contemplativi ſpirituali, vyogliono 1 Quieriſti efſere 
debaccanti ſenſuali, L'cſempio', che adducono di 
Giob ben demoſtra che no' hanno intelligenza della 


Scrittura. Mai Gitob pecco eſteriormente ne contro 11. 


Profſimo, ne contro Dio, quando-parlo nel cap 19. 
nel 6. verſo, come ben dimonſtra, anco per mezzo 
dell ſenſo litrerale Pineda rom. 11. ſopra Glob c. 35, 
ne pecco contro il Proffimo, come nel!l iſteflo pud ve- 


derfi. {ſempre fondata sd la Dotrrina de SS, Padr1, 


che delle Scritrure, e inſegnano 11 vero ſenſo., E per 


'dirla in poche parole con altre raggioni, la gratia con . 


1a'quale Iddio ſempre ci. affifte, -unita con la. noſtra 


cooperatione- puo ſuperare- ognt aſſalto nemico, E' 
Chriſto lo difle A tutti 'in perſona di S. Paolo : Suffictt © 


tibi gratia mea. - Dunqueil Contemplartvo non e violen-: 
tabile de yenghi neceffirato al peccato eſteriori, &c,. - 


. 
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PRINCIPAL ERRORS 
Of thoſe who Practiſe 


The Prayer of Duietneſs, 


| Cenſured and Refuted. 
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LL ER ROM. 


C Ontemplation , or the Prayer of Inward 

quietneſs, conſiſts in this, that a man puts 
himſelf in the preſence of God, by forming an. 
obſcure AF of Faith, full of Love, tho ſimple, 
and flops there , without going further : and 
without ſuffering any Reaſoning , the Images 
of any things, or any Objett whatſoever to 
enter into his mind: and ſo remains fixed and 
unmoveable , in his Ait of Faith: it being a © 


ole Tart in that Reverence that is due to God, 


ri 


to redouble this ſimple att of his: which is @ 
thing of ſo much merit, andof ſo great force, 
that it comprebends within it ſelf, and far ex- 
ceeds the merit of -all other wvertues, joyned 
ropether ; and it laſts the whole courſe of a mans 


life 
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life, if it is not diſcontinued by ſome other ACE" 


that is contrary to it ;, therefore it 1s not neceſſary 


fo repeat or redouble it. 
The CENSURE and REF UTATION. 
It is not an Ac of Faith that puts us inthe 
Preſence . of God : for he is within us by a 
neceſſory effect of the Immenſity of his na- 


Ture : 


ſto, 


therefore Elias, Micaiah, and the other 
Prophets faid, -Vivit Deus in cujus 60nſpetto 
The Lord lives in whoſe preſence Þ ſtand + 


and it is upon the ſame reaſon that the 'Di- 
vines have ſaid after S. Auſtin, 1» Deo vivi- 


Another would 
have thought that $ 
Paul ſhould hve 
been cited for this, 
rather than S.Auſt. 
fince he had. ſaid 


this firſt, Acts. 17. 
v. 28, but Rome 


mus movemur & ſummus; In 
God we live, we move, and 
have our being : {o that an Aft 
of Faith, that preſuppoſes 
that the Agent 1s In being, 


ſuppoſes likewiſe that it is It 
the preſence of God; & is in- 


deed nothing « elſe but a Re- 


is not the place of ſignation that the Creature 
the World where the makes of it ſelf to God. 


N. Teſtament is 
guſt read , and 
this putting of ones 


ſelf in the preſence of 


God, can only mean 
tbe. conſidering ones 
ſelf 4 as before him. 


Therefore Contemplation - 


? 


even during that firſt ob- 
ſcure Act of Faith; that is 


ſimple and full of ave. Is Car- 


ried on by the Soul while | 


ſhe looks At God, apd not 
at all while ſhe continues 


in an-unmoveable-ſtate. It is then an Eyident 
Falſchood to ſay, 


that other good ations are 


not 
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; © nokatall neceſlary - any good act being ofits 
nature finite, may become always better, by 
being often reiterated,and the multiplying the 
Acts- of vertue cannot be contrary to the Re- 
verence that is due to God, who being exempt 
from all paſſion , can never be troubled or 
wearied with -Importunities, as great men 
are apt to be, who as Experience: teaches, 
are often changed, diſturbed, and be- 
come uneaſy.z whenthe ſame things are too 
'oftea repeated to them. . But with - relation 
to-God, when an act is in it ſelf good, the re- 
peating t is-a progreſs in good ; which 1s ap- 
proved of God, and becomes more merito- 
rious in-his ſight. Therefore the Soul in Con- 
templating, continues her Acts, and does 
not ſtick obſtinatly to one ſingle Act, Cor- 
remplation being ſtill an Operation of the 
Mind, tho other things are likewiſe neceſ- 
KY ERROR. 

One cannot make one ſtep towards Perfettion 'y 
meditation, that being to be obtained entirely by 
Contemplation,” 2 Y 

REFUTATIONN. 

A Chriſtian by meditating ſeriouſly on the 
Paſlion of Chriſt, . and reflefting on that Love 
that made a God ſuffer ſo much for Mankind, 
may upon that reſolve to love him again, and 
| to obey all his Commands : and:he may by the 
grace of God.which is eyer preſent ro-us, Ro 
Y6.3 taoie 
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thoſe good purpoſes in Execution : ſo that the 
Soul may well advance towards perfection by 
Meditation : It may be alſo done without Me- 
ditation: for every one that lives according 
to the Laws of - God, may work out his 
own Salvation by the help of God. Now 
ſince no-man can be ſaved bur he that is perfect 
and a Friend of God's, then this Article is moſt 
certainly falfe. ES FT FORT 

| III. ERROR. 

All Study and Learning, even in facred 
Hatters and in Divinity, is a hindrance to 
Contemplation : of which learned men are not 4- 
ble to make a true judgment, that being only to 
be expetted upon thoſe that are given to Medita- 
ti0n and Contemplation. | 


REFUTATION. 21 


" The Study of Drivinity makes known tous 
NON the Object of Contempla- 

This Article is ti0n; which as the Queriſt's 
falſely repreſented : ſay, Is the Divine Eſſence hy from thak 
for thecQuietiRs,95 therefore it conſiſts well with Mt Julp 


which 1 


all ether Myfticks : VE W 
only except 4 that Contemplation : and if the Ned, 


dry learning which Study of Divinity were oP- 
75 not accompanied Pout to this, then the Igri0- 
with aninward ſenſe 720ce of it is necellary to , In 

of Divine matters. 5 rempla- bu th t 
tive : and thus ſince S. Aſi; and all the other Series o 
holy Doctors and Lights of the Church, were #4/m 
men Learned in this ſtudy, they muſt be looked Unrenpſ, 
on as men that were incapable of riſing by to "ſo; 

ol «+#) 
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Contemplation-:+which is falſe : becauſe God, 
who has appointed the Prieſthood as the higheſt 
degree of ſervice. done him, cannot be ſuppo- 
ſcd-to have intended that the Prieſts ſhould not 
be Contemplative perſons ; and it 1s plain, 
that:God will have his Prieſts tobe knowing : 
fiance in the Scriptures he threatens by Hoſea 
theProphet ſuch as deſpiſed knowledge,and yet 
were in the Priefthood, 1urepuliſts ſcientiam 
&- ego repellam te ne ſacerdotio fungarss. Thou 
haſt. rejetted knowledge, and therefore I have ye- 
getted thee from the Prieſthood. I paſs over other 
Arguments from. Scripture and Reaſon, be- 
cauſe I .am ordered to be ſhort: and as for 
what is ſaid in this Article, that the Learned 
cannot Judge of Contemplation , it ſhews 
plainly, that the Ignorance of thoſe ſpiritua- 
liſts carries them -to this boldneſs, of- not 
being willing to ſubmit to that Correction, 
which they might expect. 
from that Infallible mean of j;,,, ;, , new 155he- 
_ Judgment of the Lear- 7a! of 1afallibility. 
NEU, 

IV. ERROR. 


There is no Contemplation that is perfe(t, 
but that which regards God himſelf; the My- 
ſteries of the Incarnation, and of the Life and 
Paſſion of our Saviour, are not the Objetts of 
Contemplation: on the contrary, they hinder 


#5 ſo that Contemplative perſons muſt avoid 


them 
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them at a great diſtance, and think, of PORE 


only with C ontempt. 
REFUT A TION. 


If Contemplation is an afteCtion that is 
raiſed in the Underſtanding or the Will by its 
of the Grace of 


proper object by thz help 
God, and that conſiſts in an Inward Re- 
colleQtion ot the mind, then the Life of Chriſt 
S a 
can preſent this to his thoughts, and raife 
upon it an Act of Faith and Love. Beſides, 
Chriſt came by a Commit 
ſion from his Eternal Father 
to plant Paradiſe here on 
Earrh, according to that of 
the Prophet Iſfaias, Poſu:z were 
bum meum in ore tao ut plantes 
Celos & fundes terram:; 1 
have put my word in thy month 


If -we judge of 
this \new Infallibie 
lity by tbis way of 
proving that Feſus 
Chriſt is the proe- 
per Objeft of Con- 
tompldtion, we will 
wot mnch admire 


BY : ; ; _ , = that thou may plait the Heavens 
jt lovks liker and eſtabliſh the earth; or as 
Deiſm, © the-Chaldee Paraphraſe hath 


It, wt plantes Cwolos in terra, 
that thou may 'plant the Heavens in the Earth ; 
as if he had ſaid (as St. Ferome uagcrttood 
the words) that thou may plant tre joy in 
thoſe minds, that were debaſed by Oripi» 
nal fin; and how can it be hnwiged; that 
Contemplative perſons can riſe above them- 
ſelves in their Contemplations to taſt-of Dt- 


vine Joys if they muſt keep-/at ſach a di- 
ſtance 


proper Object for it, ſince a Chriftian  ' fu? 


mak): 


» **% 


0 4 | 
a of 
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tance from Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Imme- 
diate giver of them ; and deſpiſe him? Chriſt 
is ſo far from hindring of Contemplation, 
thathe came into the World to. diſtr:1bute all 
thoſe Perfections and Spiritual Joys to which 
the Contemplative aſpire. PITS on 


I - = > 
Corporal Penitences and Auſterities do not be- 
long to Contemplative Perſons : on the contrary, it 
is better to- begin ones Converſion by a ſtate of 
Contemplation, than by a ſtate of Purgation or of 
Pennance , and Contemplative Perfons ought to 
avoid and deſpiſe all the effets of ſenſible Devotion, 


tothat of. ſuch as cenderneſs of Heart,” Tears and Spiritual 


;. Poſu 
 terran., | 
in thy mon! 
+11 Heat 


LE 
arto;, 00% 


PI aſe bath 


(gs 110 teh 
the Eath; 


poder{tood 
tre jp 


io 1, tha 
AN eticſl 
þ ich 2 01" 

ſans 


Conſolations, all which are contrary to Contempla-' 
'71-/ "_— $$45 STOR 
*+REFUTA TION. 
Motihcations diſpoſe the 'Spirit. to riſe 
above the motions of Senſe; and'there' fore it 
1s that all the Saints have begun their courſe 
towards PerfeQtion, with Faſting and Dilſci- 
pline. And thefefore'if theſe Contctnplarti- 
tives deſign Perfection ,” they. muſt practice 
Pennance : ſince nothing renders a man fo fit 
for Contemplation, as to riſe aboye all. the 
Diſorders of Senſe: God in the Scriptures pro- | 
miſes - to-forgive” the monrning Sinner ; but 
this* is_ not proiniſed to the contemplative 
in'any place either inthe Old or New Teſta- 
INENT... .£ hereforg it, -1S DE ter TP begin ones 
| SOT RT: > BUR UPPER. Cor.s 
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Converſion with purgative Exerciſes and Pen. 
nances, than with Contemplation, 8p" 
VL ERROR. 193 
True Contemplation muſt keep zt ſelf frxed ont; ht try ul anc 
to the Eſſence of God, withous' ” band 2 
If this Article efleting either on, his Perſon or it nah X 
5s true, it. con- his Attributes. And an Aﬀ of 
firms the ſuſp1- Faith thus conceived, #s more tbof he : 
tion of > ej. * perfebk and merivorieys. than, that © . tf for Ge 
| peer conſi ders God. with . the * | Udelps (01 
Divine Artributes,, or with the Perſons. o the Thi: - -\ Cree, b 
nity in it. ab | \ th Aft 
R EFUTATION. . po 
The Perſons of the 'Triaity, and FEE: IP +2 w0tious a 
butes of. > bps are the: proper Obj ects of. Faighi\ AL 
and Love, while we recolle&t Ki the Pawers-+: \ 


of our Souls, and reſign our ſelves to God :: | 
for as theſe are Divine Truths, that are 're- + | 


vealed to us, ſo the Attributes of. God:are- 
both good in themſelves, and good. ro. -us, fo! 
that they are proper . to raile,,in. us. a true. 
Contemplation. Ir is alſo, falſe, that-an A&. 
of F aith , that has God for its ObjeQ, withs. 
out conſidering his Attributes ,. or, the.;Per« | 1 
ſons of the Trinity, is more perfect than that”: - 
which regards God in ConjunCtion, with them, = 
For if to believe that God is one, and that! hes. | + 
juſt, is a perfe&t and a meritorious Act of Faithzic | 
and to believe thad- 


Here one ſees what a thing | God. 1 1s, true -n-. bus 
School Divinity is; by thi RISE {i 
way of 996 roms þ : but the value of Ads riſes from » Joy 
the; Intention of the «mind, and not from the Ex- © 
tention of the objett, Na- 
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Nature 1s alſo a perfe&t and meritorious A&t ; 
then the ACt by which God is believed to be 
true: juſt and Three in One, 1s a more per- 
| fe&-and a more meritorious Act, than that 
in which he was confidered only as one in 
Effence. Becauſe a man merits more by two, 
 Adctsof the fame vertue than by a ſingle one 
only : for God has communicated ſupernatu- 
ral helps to us, not only. for doing one Act 
of vertue, but that we may make an adyance 
in ſuch Acts. Therefore one A& of Faith, 


..: "ſ thatis equivalent to two others, is more me- 
ll ritorious and perfe&t than any' one of theſe 


rwo. Therefore we may juſtly conclude a- 
gainſt the firſt branch of this Article, that 
true and perfe&t Contemplation raiſed: to its 


higheſt pitch, muſt not only regard God in 


his -Eflence, but likewiſe in his Perſons and 
Attributes. 


VIL ERROR. 


The Soul becomes immediately united to God in 
Contemplation ſo that there is no need of 
Phantaſms, Images, or ary. fort of Repreſentats« | 


0. 
REFUTATION. 
Though i it is true,that the Soul in ſome ſort 


.y unites her ſelf nedincel 


to God in Contemplation, =_ ” eden 

| that is,by an Union of Aﬀe- hy =P 

 Ctions ; for the Unferſtan- off anc ater 

| wg! beholds God {1mply, yet ſome Ideas are 
D 2 


nC- 
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neceſlary for EXCiting the natural force of the 
Underſtanding, and to carry it to look at God: 


| 
and hare 


with all 


which Idea isa fort of Obje& that moves the... dello 


' ardthey. 

| ! Joy, wher 
yi been 

| grocm 1n 
' pales as 


 udthe 


Underſtanding. | 
VIIL ERROR. 

All contemplative perſons ſuffer in the AR of 
Contemplation ſuch grievous Torments, they ſeem 
eo ſurpaſs even the Sufferings of the Martyrs them- 


ſehoes. Es 
REFUTATION. 


If Contemplation conſiſts the ( as Ouieriſts Din 


This Article is alſo 
fallly repreſented ; 
for the @uieriſts 
only mean, that 
Souls ſuffer many 
inward Agonies 1n 
a contemplative 
ftate, of which all 
the Books of the 
Myſticks are full, 
and which they call 
the great Delolati- 
on. 


pretend it does)in this, that 


the Soul puts her ſelf in the 
preſence of God,by an Act 


| Minus of 


\W wan 


of Faith, full of Love, and 


after that continues idle : | 


this is not the being formal- 


ly tormented, or the endu- 


ring more than the Mar- 


tyrs ſuffered: and tho it 18 |;, 


true in ſome ſort, that pains 


and miſeries come after 


Contemplation, this flows 


either from the Devil, to whom upon that oc- 


cal1on God gives leave totry thoſe Perſons, or. |, 


from ſome weakneſs in Nature, that oppreſles 
the Body, from Melancholy, or an abundance 
of Blood , that raiſes Head-aches, or from 
ſome other unknown Cauſe. But many others 
have appeared to bein the very At of Con- 
templation, as it were environed with Light 

and 
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force of 


> lookat 03 and have looked with a ſerene, and ſometimes 
bat moves) with * a fmiling countenance z which Lews 
i: the XI. of France obſerved in Francis a Paula; 
yz © ' and they have been as it were overflown with 
Joy, when the Contemplation was over ; ha- 
bs, 6. ving been admitted in it, to ſee their Bride- 
By 'n grocm in that ſimple Act, in which there 
jritie palles as it were a Marriage between God 

N 


and the Soul. 
OM > 5 7 ae A 

| (a Wen During the Sacrifice of the Maſs, and on the 

es/1n ts Feſtivals of the Saints, it is better to apply ones 

her el " i ſelf to an Aﬀ of pure Faith, and to Contem- 

xd,v} an plation, than to the Myſteries of that Sacrifice, 

of LIU 7+ 70 conſider the Lives of thoſe Saints, 


pntinues id REFUTATION. 


m the 4; 


being form He is much deceived, who thinks to arrive at 
or the ca Contemplation without a 


jun the Me 4 diſpoſition of Soul for = The Qxierifts only 


fl 26. mean by this, that if 
*-1t: and therefore rhe con- , EE 22 -& of 


ſorttuat  fideration of the Myſteries outward devotion if 
$ come i of the Maſs,and of the Ex- carried to Contera« 
jon, 86WW amples that theSaints have we ey he Eo apo 
wgn® ſer us, is a ſpiritual prepa- guard devotion. 
We Prin! ration for it, tho it may be | 

WIWe only a remote one : therefore a Chriſtian 
ran ought to ſet himſelf firſt ro conſider the My- 
tes. or jt ſteries of the Maſs, and the Lives of the 
nu hes Saints, and then apply himſelf to Contem- 
44> Ct plation, having prepared his Soul duly for 


1 oth [19h At. ; 
lakes D 2 X. ERROR: 
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X. ERROR. | 
The reading of Spiritual Books, Sermons, Vocal 
- Prayer, the Invocation of Saints, and all ſuch 
things, are hindrances to Con templation, which | 
is only attained by the Prayer of Quietnels, to | 


which it 1s not neceſſary to premiſe any he gains 
whatſoever. 


REFUTATI ON. 
If inevery profeſſion, but chiefly in a true and |* 
unteignedly ſpiritual 'T'em- |” 
The Quietifs per, that Maxim holds good, 
_ only mean, that \,o repente ſit ſummus , No 
no general Me-« P , 
thods carry men an attains to the height all 
to Contemplati- of the ſudden, which daily 
on and that it is experience demonſtrates , 
the eficet of 2 thenir is bur ſuteable to the 
p teablenefs of our Nature, to , 
which the Divine Grace accommodates it |, 
ſelf, that in our Journey towards that heighth | 
of Eternity, 2 fac:lioribus ſit incipiendum, we 
muſt begin with thoſe things that are ealier ; 
therefore it is great Ignorance or preſumption 
to enter into the Prayer of Duietneſs before 0- 
ther exercifes, and without due preparation. 


And he who begins his courſe thus, will end 
it without any fruit. 


XI ERROR. 
The Sacrament of Pennance before Communion, 2s 
not for contemplative Souls, that live m this mn- 
ward ſtate; but only. for thoſe that are im the Ex- 
terzour and Meditative ſtate, 


R E- 
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i REFUTATIO N. 
| _ Theſe Contemplative perſons have but one 
(urnek), mediates, and at other times This of one Soul 
"Y contemplates : and that may is ridiculous. 
come to be in a ſtate of ſin, Therefore the 
| Sacrament of Pennance is neceſlary even for 
Finatewy hoſe Contemplative Souls, before they go 
ritual T7 £92. Communion. 
n holkpoo XII ERROR. 
ſmous, Meditatign does not look at God'with- the Light 
ie heiche ; of Faith put only in a natural Light, in Spirit and 
whidh Ui Fama : and therefore it is not meritorious befors 
7 
Bs wu eratATION. - | 
' If Meditatioii were not in ſome ſort at leaſt . 


ir N © BENT SEP 
Ke: in the way of ys me- 


| that heik T tor 10s before Go 5 it could 'Fhe Out etiſts 


£ not be ſo miich* praCtifed in y condemn 
4 w_ all Religious Ortltts from ket/ omar of 
FE th whence there have come, and 
ob ben daily there does come,ſo many of the ſhining- 
.. lights of the Holy Roman Church : nor would 
ep it have been {er on ſo much by their Holy 
Patriarchs, nor rewarded by the Popes with 
Plenary Indulgences, as a ſpiritual Exerciſe 
- » ſuteable to the Friends of God ; and ro thoſe 
Cams, 4 who had abandoned the Snares of this pre- 
at fent World. But as one may know the Exi- 
qr#.t&t ence of God by the Light of Nature, as well 
| As. by a ſupernatural Faith, fo likewiſe : ſome 
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Meditations look at God, only with the Light 
of Nature ; and others are Atts of a Super 


tural Faith. 


XIIlL. ERROR. 


Not only inward and mental Images, but thoſe * 


9utward ones which are worſhipped by the Faithful, 
'fuch as the Images of Chriſt and of his Saints, are 


hurtful to contemplative Perſons, and they- ought to 


be avoided and removed, that fo they may not hin- 
der Contemplation. 


REFUTATION. 


All things are uſeful to the Service of 
Chriſt, that either 15. de- 
creed, .or- that may be de- 
creed by the Holy- Mother 
Church : 
ſultations the Holy Ghoſt 


Here notwithſtan- 
_ ding all our Repre- 
ſenters in England, 

you [ce the Adora- 
tion of Images is (0 
received. at Rome, 

that it is a Crime 
to' think that the 
moſt perfe& may 
be above it. 


Therefore if the Church 
appoints the Adoration of 
Images, none of the. Faith- 
full ought to avoid them, 
or remove them as hurtful to Contemplation, 
and ſpme ſecret looks towards theſe Images, 
isno way likely to make a man fall from the 
heighth of Contemplation ; or the Prayer _of 
Luiemeſs ; from which if he falls at any time, 
it flows from his own great Inſtability, ſince 
the reaſonable Soul is a Nobler being, and 


the Grace that it receives, 1s of a higher na- 
nature, 


in all whoſe Con- © 


Cannot at 
6 better, 
withth: 


s abr 


prefides and directs them. . Tr 
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ture, than is ſuppoſed in this Article. 'There- 


confirm the Soul in her inward Recolle&ion, 
if a Contemplative man regulates this by the 
help of the Grace of God. 

AV. EREOR 
He that hath once applied himſelf to Contem= 
plation, muſt never return to Meditation ; for 
this were to fall from a tketter State to a 


worſe. X 
REFUTATION. 

It is true, that it 1s an ill thing to go from 
better to worſe;bur it is oft 
times good for a man, that 
cannot attain to that which 
is better, to content himſelf 
with that which is good. It 
is alſo true, that while a 
i in Contemplation, he ought not to let that: 
go that he may turn himſelf ro Medita- 
Yer though Contemplation 1s ſtill the 
better State, when a Chriſtian is not actually 
in Contemplation, it is not Inconvenient for 
him to apply himſelt ro Meditation : becauſe: 
the Soul ought to follow God with all due 
Reverence, in all thoſe ways in which he may 
lead her. 


This is only meant 
by the Quieti/ts, of 
returning to a Me- 
chanical way of 
Meditation. 


XV. ERROR. 
IF foul and impure Thoughts coms 1wto the. 


mind while one is in Contemplation, he. ought to 


take no care to drive them away : nor to turn. 


D 5 himſelf. 
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himſelf to any good thoughts, but to have a com- 
placence in the trouble that he ſuffers from 
them, 
REFUTATION. | 
It is a piece of prudence in a man who 
being in Contemplation, 
This is only fo to be would not loſe that union 


underſtood, that ac- CITES 
cording to the rules by which he is united to 
given by all the Godto avoidevery thing 


Myſticks, when ill that may occaſion it ; as 
thoughts come erqaby on. the contrary, it 15a 
mans mind, the beſt ſtrong Piece of neglect 


way ta overcome . 
them.is rather tone- £0 entertain that with 


gle them, than to complaſance which muſt 
trugglemuchagainſt myke one loſe it, as St. 


then. Thomas of Aquin ſays, He 


that loves the caule from which any effet follows, 
erther naturally, or at leaſt commonly, does virtnal- 
by love the effe& it ſelf : And the Holy Ghoſt 
ſays, He that loves danger, ſhall periſh i it. 
Therefore a man who being in Contemplation, 
feels the Rebellion of the ſenſible part, he 
ought to uſe all diligence to overcome in 
whatſoever a ſtate he may be in. He ought 
therefore to recommend it to God, and to 
zimplore his Grace: to quiet all thoſe evil 
thoughts: that ſo his joy being ſpread a- 
broad in the Soul, all the diforderly motions 
of ſenſe may be calmed, & ut ſint aſpera mn 
vias plans, That what isrough may be made 


fmooth. 
XVE. 
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DL XVI ERROR. 

No inward Attion or Aﬀettion, though formed 
by the wvertue of Faith, is pure or pleaſing to God : 
becauſe it riſes out of ſelf-love, unleſs it us infuſed 
in us by the Holy Ghoſt, without any Induſtry or 
Diligence uſed by us : therefore they that are in tbe 
ſtate of Contemplation or of Prayer, or inward 
Aﬀettions, ought to continue in a ſtate of ſuſpence, 
waiting for the miraculous Influence of the Holy 
Ghoſe. 

REFUTATION.. 

God 1s not only pleaſed with all his own 
Gifts,thatare in us, but with | 
every thing that is done by us, This is indeed 
with the help of his Grace ; dewn-right En- 


| thutiaſm , yet - 
therefore our Contemplation of this 


will be ſo much the more per- ſtrain will be 
fe,the lefs inaZive we our found in all the - 
ſelves are; provided that the V£10gs of. the. 


Contemplative perſon does MINERS. 


not ſuffer himſelf to be carried away by any. 


ſenſible Obje& ; for by that he would fall 
from that State, and become as Lor's Wite, . 
who was ſtopt ſhort, becauſe ſhe. looked be-. 
hind her. It is then a raſhneſs to keep our 
ſelves in an unactive ſtate, and in ir to look - 
for the miraculous Influence of the H. Ghoſt. 
For all that are in the Prayer of Luictneſs , 
mult not expect ro be Jed into this Paſhve - 
State, ſince they have not a Condignity ſute- 


able 
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able to thoſe Gifts. Though ſome times the: 
H. Ghoſt does penetrate the Souls of thoſe: 
who are in this prayer of inward aftedtion, 
but this is the effeft of a particular Grace : 
I add againſt the firit branch of ' this Arzicle 
that the Pnzersſts ſay in the 12th Arricle, that 
Meditation is of no merit in the ſight of God, 
becauſe it does not look at him with the Light 
_ of Faith; from which I infer, that an AQ 
tormed by the Power of Faith, is meritorious 
before God, and by conſequence, it is pure 
and acceptable to him. 
XVI. ERROR. 

Thoſe who have arrived at the State of Comtem- 
plation, and the Prayer of inward Duietneſs, being 
Religious Perſons, or being under the authority of 


Parents, or any other Superiors, are not bound to 
obſerve their Ries, or to obey their Superiors, while 
they are in Contemplation, leſt that Interrupt 
it, 


KEEN; 

A] ho Contemplation is an Act of high 
| PerteCtion, yet ſince it is 
This the Quz1i/'s not commanded byGod,it 
_ eh eek may be interupted with- 

our fin: and ſince Obe- 


dienc: to Parents and Superiours,is commanded. 
by God,that ought to rake place,and even Con- 
templation. ought to be be diſcontinued in order 
toit. And therefore conſidering the Order that 


God has ſettled, that O5edience ought to be-. 
Pre- 
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preferred to Contemplation, tho the latter is 
asto'its objective Perfection much more valua- 


ble than the former. 
XVIII ERROR. 

Contemplative Perſons ought to diveſt IE 
ſelves of all affetions to all 
things : they ought to rejet 
and deſpiſe all Gods Gifts and 
Favours, and to ſtrip them- 
ſelves of all Inclinations .even 
for virtue it ſelf ; and in or-' 
der to this total abnegation of 
all things, and that they may 
livebetter within themſelves,they 
ought e:xn to do that which is 
contrary to Modeſty and Decens 
CY ; provided that it be not expreſly contray to fo me 
of the ten Commandments. 

REFUTATION. 

When God favours Contemplative Perſons 
ſo far, as to communicate any of his blef- 
ſlings to. them, theſe things ought not to 
be deſpiſed, but to be conſidered as Fa- 
vours that rend both to beautifhe the Soul, 
ws to Fortihe her in the Exerciſe of "2h 

fo that though  Contemplative Perſons 

je Þ not to be lifted up with them, 
yet they ought to value them highly , and 
to make ufs of them with all Humility of 
Spirit : and {ince God conſiders Decency as a 
fort of \ Goodneſs, Contemplative Perſons 
| ought 


All the Mziftics, 
and in particu- 
lar Sr. Phil. Neu- 
ris, have often 
done things that 
ſeemed ridicu- 
lous-and abſurd 
as the higheſt 
exerciſes of. 
Mortification 
and Hunulity. 
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ought to be decent in all things: for God. has 
not by any ſpecial Decree exempted them 
from the Rules of Reaſon, upon which all 
the Modeſty and Decency of Life is founded. 


| A EMCI 
Contemplative Perſons are ſubjet to wiolent 
Commotions, of which they loſe 
This the Quie- 7he exerciſe of the Freedom of 


_—_— go their Will. So that tho they may 


render them FJFall into moſt grievous Sins, as 
juftly odious to 70 the. exteriour Aft, yet they 
all the World, do not at all fin inwardly: And 

' fo they are not - bound to confeſs 
that tohich they have done. All this is proved 
by the example of Job, who tho he not only ſaid 
things that were very injurious to his Neighbour, 
but had Blaſphemed' God moſt Impiouſly, yet he 
did not fin in all this: becauſe all was done by the 
Þiolence of the Devil. In order to the judging of 
theſe Violences, neither the Learning of the School- 
men or of the Caſuiſts, is of any uſe: but a ſu- 
pernatural Spirit is neceſſary, which is to be found 
in very few perſons , now theſe are the only Com- 
petent Fudges, who muſt not judge of the Internal 
by the External ; but on the contrary, of the Ex- 
ternal by the Internal. 
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REFUTATION. 
_ In this Article the Snake does not hide him- 
ſelf in the Graſs, but ſhews 
himſelf very viſibly: ſince by Bur ir is very 
thisit is plain, that the Duie- "poorly refuted , 
tiſts will be ſenſual Libertines ©*7'4inly Job ſaid 


under the name of Spiritual thing ers = 


and Contemplative Perſons. who knew the ſin- 
The Example that they cerity of bis _y 
bring of Fob ſhews clearly I og 6 rength 
how little they ke Fc . wo ON 

D 'y 10. 
the Scripture. Fob did not his charge, 


fin outwardly, neither a- 

gainſt his wg pag nor againſt God in what 
" he ſaid, cap. 19 6. as Pinedg tom. 2. 
in Fob. 225.) "a ph Re proved from the 
literal ſenſe of the Words: he did not {in a- 
gainſt his Neighbour, as appears by the Expo- 
{itions of the Holy Fathers, from whom we are 
to learn the true ſenſe of the Scriptures. And 
to end this matter in a few words, that Grace 
with which God aſliſts us atall times, is ſuch, 
that we co-operating with it, may overcome 
all the Temptations of our Enemies. And 
Chrift has-:ſaid to all in the Perſon of Sr. Paul, 
My Grace is ſiffficient for thee : therefore a Con- 
templative Perſon cannot be puſhed on by any 
violence or neceſſity whatſoever, to any Ex- 


ternal ACt of Sin. 
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It is not ealie to judge whether theſe Arti» 


cles are faithfully drawn out, or truly repre- - 


ſentented : for it is probable, that Malice has a 
large ſhare im ſome of them, chiefly in this laſt, 
which leads to down-right Libertinage ; tho 
others have rather ſuſpected, that all tended 
to an elevated Deiſm: yet it 1s certain, that 
if there is much Poiſon in theſe Articles, the 
Antidote of the Cenſure is fo feeble, that it 
cannot have a ſtrong Operation ; andit ſhews 
how little the Scripture and true Divinity 1s un- 


derſtood at Rome. 


pp — 


— —— 


POSI-SCRIPT. 


N the former Lerrer, I told you all that I 
could learn of this matter, during my ſtay 

at Rome,. but having left it in Fuly, I prevail- 
ed with one to give me and account of the 
Concluſzon of this aftair, of which I ſend you 
a Copy : For tho I know all the Gazerres of 


Europe will be full of the Deciſion and end 


that believed to be put to the buſineſs of 
Luietifſm , yet you know too well, how 
little one ought to depend on ſuch Relations : 


all the news of this matter, will either be 


that which is writ by the direction of the 
Inquiſition, or by the Strangers that are there, 


and pick up ſuch things as they find among 


the Romans who are ever true to the old 


Cha- 


"2s 
; Theret 
this buſi 
words of 
Noy t 
have fo lof 


$4tanenc 


15ever he 


 Idrdys 


tick, but | 
much Hyp 
of Life; n 


theſe Arte 
Malice has 
[nthsllt 
tu; tho 

all tended 

un, that 
Articles, the 
edle, that it 
and it ſhe 


IVIy 8 


T. 
you al thal 


ring mp ſty 
þ, [rent 
count 0f th 
< T ſend you 


he Gazette of 


| on 2nd end 
& 


Concerning the QUIE-TISTS. 89 


Character that Juvenal gave of that C:ty, 


 Sequitur fortunam, ut ſemper, & ogit 


Damnator. 


Therefore I will give you an account of 


this buſineſs, on which-you may depend,in the 


words of a Letter writ me from Rome. 

Now this great Aﬀair, upon which men 
have fo long looked with ſo much expeRation, 
watanend: and a Party that was believed to 
be a Million ſtrong; is now either quite extin- 
guiſhed, or at leaſt opprefled with a great deal 
of Infamy : and: Mr. Molines, who has. lived 


above twenty years in this Czzy, in the higheſt 


Reputation poſſible, is now as much hated 
as ever he was admired, he is not only con- 
ſidered as a condemned, and an Abjured Here- 


tick, but he is faid to have been convicted of 
much Hypocrifie and of a very lewd courſe 
of Life; which is ſo firmly believed by the 
Romans, that he was treated by them on the 
day of his Abjuration, with all poſſible In- 
cre; but the People as they ſhewed their 


affections to him, by their cries of Fire, Fire, 
ſo were ready to have Sacrificed him to their 
Rage, if be had not been well defended by the 
Sbiri and Guards that were about him. And 


it would be a Crime enough at preſent, to re- 


commend a-man to the care of the Inquiſitors, 
if he ſhould ſeem to doubt either of his Here- 
fie, or of the Scandals of his Life. All the 


Party is extreamly ſunk : Cardinal Petruces 
himſelf 
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himſelf lives in Reme as if he were in a deſert ; 
for no body goes to viſit him, and he ſtirs as 
little abroad ; nor is .it thought that he will 


eſcape : there are four ſent by the Inquiſition - 


to his Diocels..of effi to exarnine” his ' behia- 
viour there: there is alſo a diſcourſe, thar has 
lately appeared at Rome, that was ſecretly prin- 
ted, of which he is ſuſpe&edrobe the Author, 
which is an Apology for Dutetiſm, that gives 
great offence. Ir is faid, that the  Inquiſirers 

had full proofs againſt Molines, by fourteen 
Witneſſes; of whom eight indeed came and 

offered their Depoſitions of their own accord, 
and the other ſx were forced to declare the 
truth, which raiſes the Credit of their 'Teſtt- 
mony : fince his Abjuration, it is faid that mi- 
ny of his Followers have Abjuted in private, 
and rhat beſides the Priſoners that are in their 
hands, great numbers come in every day to 
accuſe themſelves, and to offer themſelves to 
pennance, theſe are all very gently diſmiffed 
by the DIguſitors, who are now as much cen- 

ſured by the Romans for their exceffive mild- 

neſs, as ever they have been blamed by others 

for their rigour : and thoſe fecret Abjurations 

are believed to be all the Severity that. they 

will practiſe on this Occafion ; for i is ſaid 

that even F. Appiani the Feſuit will be abjured in 

ſecret; tho ſome ſay, he is mad, others that 

he is become deaf and dumb, and not a few 

believe that he is dead: ' fo uncertain are all 

Reports 
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Reports at preſent. In a word, the hatred of 
the preſent Ponrificate appears very vilibly upon 
this Occaſion : the People aftefting to ſhew a 
.very extraodinary rage againſt a perſon, and 
2a' party, that has been ſo much favoured and 
ſupported by the Pope: fo that this matter 
comes clearly home to him, and wounds his Re- 
putatzon extreamly ; all this raiſes the credit of 
the Feſauzrs, who value themſelves upon the zeal 
and the condudct of their Soczery upon: this Oc- 
caſton. All the Popes Enemies, the Feſuites, 
the French Party, and the Body of the People, 
that are Male-contented and weary of him, 
and his long and dull Reign, ſhew the Plea- 
| ſure they have in aggravating this matter a- 
gainſt him: they ſay, this is the firſt time 
that ever any Hereſie made Rome its veat, 
where it chooſed to neſtle it felt; but it 1s 
yet more ſtrange, that it ſhould have conti- 
nued there above twenty years, notwithſtand- 
ing all that multitude of Spyes that the Inqui/i- 
tion has every where; that the Pope ſhould 
have ſhut his Ears againſt all Complaints , 
ſo that this Do&trine had gained fo great Au- 
thority, that thoſe who attackt it, paſſed for 
Heretichs, or Calumniators at leaſt, and that 
even after all the Diſcoveries that have. been 
made, that the Pope was known to favour 
Molinos ſecretly, and was ſo hardly brought at 
Jaſt to conſent to the Condemnation, in which 


.t 1s ſaid, that nothing prevailed on him till 
L. the 
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the Cardinals informed him of the Scandals 
of Moelinos's Life, that were proved : this 
was indeed a matter that could fall within the 
Popes underſtanding for the pomts of Do- 
Ctrine are believed to be above it. All theſe 
things concur to increaſe the Contempt un- 
der which the preſent Pontificate lies ; yet as 


for thoſe Scandals of Me/inofs Life, I do not 


know what to belive: many will not believe 
them, and think they are only Impoſtures 
given out to render him odious; for if they 
had been true, and well proved, it is ſaid, 
that the Cenſure would have been ſeverer ; for 
a perpetual Impriſonment, and the ſaying his 
Credo, and the fourth part of the Reſary every 
day, are mild Puniſhments, if he .is found 
to have been fo flagitious a Man, and fo vile 
a Hypocrite, as is given out. His 'own Be- 
haviour at the Mmerva did not look either 
like a Man, that was much confounded with 
the Diſcoveries that had been made, or that 


was very penitent for them, or for his Hereſie -: 


fo that the mildneſs of the Cen/are, to a Man 


that ſhewed ſo little Humility or Repentance, - 


ſeems to flow rather from the defeCtiveneſs 
of the Proofs, than from the gentleneſs of the 
Tribunal. I confeſs, I was not a witneſs to 
what paſſed in the Minerva ; for as I would 
not venture in the Crowd, ſo both Money 
and Favour was neceſlary to accommodate a 
Man well on that occaſion, where not only 

a 
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a-general Curioſity brought a vaſt confluence 

of People together, to ſee the iſſue of a Buſi- 

neſs that has been ſo long in ſuſpence, but a 

particular Devotion : for the Pope had granted 

a General Indulgence to all that ſhould afhiſt in 

that Solemniry : but I will give you the ac- 

count as I had it from eye-witnefles. Mol:i- 

05 Was well drefled, new trimm?d, in his 

Prieſtly Habit, with a chearful Countenance, 
that as was faid by his. Enemies, had all the 

Charms on it, that were neceflary to recom- 
mend him. to the fair Sex: ' He was brought 
from Priſoz in an open Coach, one Domini- © 
can being with him it in. He was at firſt pla- 
ced for {ome time in one of the Corridors of 
the Minerva: he looked about him very freely, 
and returned all the Salutes that were made 
him : and all that he was heard ſay, was, 
That they ſaw a Man that was defamed, but that 
was Penitent ( Infamato. me Pentito.) Aﬀer_ 
that he was carried to-Dinner, where he was 
well treated, that being to be his laſt good 
Dinner. After Dinner; he was: brought into ' 
the Church, as in a' Triumph, carried on' the. 
ſhoulders of the Sb;77-1n an open Chair : when 

- he was brought- to his place, ' as he made his 

| Reverence very devoutly.\to the Cardinals, fo 
there was no ſhew of Fear or of Shame ( in 
his whole Deportment. He was chained, and 
a Wax Light was put in his hand, while two 
ſtrong-Lung'd #;:ers read his Proceſs aloud, 


and 
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and care had been taken to lay matters fo, that. 
as ſome of the Articles were read, all ſhould: 
© cry Fire, Fire. - When he came back to Priſon, 
* he entred into his little Cell, with great. 
Tranquility, calling it his 'Cabiner, and - 
took leave of his Prieſt in theſe words, adier 
Father, we ſhall meet again at the Day of Fitdp-" 
ment, : and © then it will appear on which ſide 
the Truth is, whether. on my ſide or on yours. So- 
he was ſhut up for Life. Yet after all I find: 
none of, the wiſe. men here. think that the. 
thing is-at. an end ; but that the Fire which” 
- ſeems. to be now extinguiſhed , will break + 
out with: more. violence; . for one of his'Fol-'_ 
lowers had the boldneſs te tell. the Inquiſitors 
to their face, that they were a Company of || 
Unjuſt , Cruel and. Heretical men; and 
compared their- Freatment with that which 
Chriſt had. met ' with, and yet:even he: has-, 
eſcaped upon an Abjuration, as 15 pretended.”  - 
'The, Reaſons that are_given for this extraor- 
dinary g arte" of the - Inquifitors, who are 
ſeldom. accuſed for, erring on this- ſide, -are- 
both the Numbers 'of .the Party, who might 
be much irritated -by-publick Examples, and - 
alſo: the-:great Credit Ho their Do&rine- has 
from the Myſtzaal Divinity, that is authort. 
ſed: by ſo many -Canonifations : for it-is ſaid, 
that. from | ſeveral parts the Inquifitors Jave 
brought together: above twenty thouſand of 
Molzno's - Letters ': whoſe Cop reſpoagince 
Was 
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| was ſo vaſt, that ſome give out, that the. 
Peſt” of the Letters,that were brought him the 
day in which he: was.ſeiſed. on, riſe to twenty 
Crowns. And1I heard a Divine of Rome con- © 
felsghat they have ſuch '4-horities for the moſt + 
of their Tener&that they willnever be beat,out 
of them, by the force” of their” School Divinity, 
. therefore he thought ir; was ;neceſlary to con- - 
demn them. by..a formal Sentence, in which 
the Authoxity of the- Chynch was to be.inter- 
poſed, 'Moſt of the condemned Arneles arc 
nothing but an Invidious Aggravating of 
the DoCtrin. of Eredingaie and .Grace-Efficag, 


Cc 
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Y laſt to you, together with' the 

Advertiſement which was 'ent"me” 
from Rome, related wholly to-the 
Aﬀairs of the 2wietiſts ; but be- 
cauſe I know your Curioſity will perhaps 80 
further, and that you expect ſuch Obſervatsons 
from me, as you fancy me capable to make, 
in a Country Where I have now made fo long 
a ſtay, that it is my own fault, if 1 have not 
been able toſee a little further than Common 
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Travellers do, therefore I will try what I 
can ſay that may pleaſe you. 

I am, as you know,nor Searcher ino Manu- 
ſcripts, or the Curioſities of Libraries, nor 
can] bring my {elt to lo dry a {tudy as is that 
of Medals, or Iz{criptions. I had rather be 
beholding to the Laboutrs of others, for. the 
Diſcoveries they have made in thoſe mat- 
ters, than wear out my Eyes and ſpend my 
Time 1n the reading and Deciphering thoſe 
Remains of Antiquity. I love all that know- 
ledg,* which, with how much difficulty ſoe- 
ver it may be acquired, feeds the mind with 
{ome uſeful Ideas: but as for that knowledg 
which carrys one no further, then that ſuch 
a Word, or ſuch a Hyeroghphick fignificd ſuch 
a thing, and that gives the mind no mattcr to 


work on, and raiſes no game at which jt may 
fly, it has not charm —_ to work on ſo 


laſy a man asI am. Iconteſs, my ſtudics, and 
my way of Life would have carried me more 
naturally into matters of Relzgzo0z, cr into 
the Politicks : bur as to the former, 7taly is 
not a Country, where a man either can or 
dare reaſon upon thele Subjeds: for their 
Ionorance is {uch, that no man can profit 
much by their converſation on rhoſe heads : 
beſides that, it is not fate to do it. The Jta- 
ans are too weil bred, to attack a man cn 
that Argument; and thcy know their own 
ignorance ſo well, and have ſo high an Opi- 

non 
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]on of the Learning of the Hereticks, that they 
are ſure never to provoke any of them : arid 
he werea very bold and indiſcreet man, that 
would begin the diſpute with them: fo after 
all, News and - Politicks 18 all that Remains, 
and you know I am idle cnough both to 
think and totalk of theſe upon occaſion : yer 
I muſt confeſs, that I find. ſo many of my 
Refleffions in Dr. Burnets Letters, thar I have 
got ſent me from Leghorn, that it I had not 
Heen theſe, I had very likely writ you a great 
many of thoſe that are already ſet out by 
him, with ſo much advantage, that I find the 
beſt part of all my Ozſerwvatiozs are already 
xnade by a better Pen : but I, who have as great 
an Averſion from copying, as he ſays he has; 
will avoid the ſaying any one thing that I find 
in his Letters: and will only ſpeak of thoſe 
Places rhat he did not ſee, or of thoſe matters 
which he had not time enough to enquire at- 
ter, or to obſerve; and ſince the former Let- 
ter, contained ſuch a long and ſerious recital 
of a matter, that if it fixed your artenrtion, yet 
muſt have wearicd it, | will now divert you 
a lirtle, with ſome Storys, that will be more 
agreeable; and then | will return to more ſe- 
rious Subjects. I will begin with {ome relating 


fo the Tagwfition. I told you in my former. 


Letter, of a great many Priſoners in the [n- 
gufition, but among all the Priſozers that are 
there; none will ſurpriſe you ſo much as 


when 
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-whenT rell you that there is a Cruxifix kept 
_there,, which 1s called, ow Saviour 17 the Te- 
hiſition : when this was firſt told: me, I durſt 


not ſpeak out that which naturally occur- 
red to my thoughts, which was, that our Sa- 
Tour and the Truth of hzs Goſpel, was indceg 


ſhut up with ſo much ſeverity by the Tnguſt- 


tors, that it was no wonder 1t he were recko- 
ned among the Priſoners of that {eyere Court. 


 Butthis ſtory 1s leſs ſerious, and more Comical. 


You know that in all the bigotted Towzs, 
the people are forred in ſeveral Fraterpitzes 


and eyery one of theſe, has their peculiar 


- 


Churches, Altars, Images and Relicks, to 
which rhey pay a more extraordinary devo- 
tion: ſo there was one in Florexmce, among 
whuie favourite Images a Cructfix hapned to 
be one: a Woman (that had a fair Daughter) 
fell fick : and as ſhe had payed many Devo- 
tions to that Tmage, io ſhe came to fancy, 
that. in her ſickneſs ſhe had the Returns of 


very extraordinary Favours from ir. The 


truth of the matter was, that one who bad a 


mind to haye frequent acceſs to her Daugh- 
ter, made a ſhift to deceive the poor ſick 
Woman : tor he appeared. in ſuch a diſguiſe 


to her, that ſhe believed it was-the mage 


that came to comfort her. And that which 
was the moſt acceptable part of the Impo- 


ſture was, that the Tmpoſtor knew by her 


1" . Daughters means, every thing that ſhe wan- 


+ ied, 
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ted, and took care to provide it ſor her, 
' fo that at every viſit that he made her, ihe 

brought along with him, all the things that 
the needed : this was {cnfible 4 {o the credulous 
Worman belicyed all this came from her be- 


loved Image : and ſhe was now as -grateſis] as 


the had been before deyout : ſhe told all that 


came to {ee her, how careful and bountiful 
that Image was to her; and ſhewed them 
how well ſhe was ſupplied by it. Jn ſhort, 


this came to be generally believed: for when 
rae leaſt ſtory of this kind gets yent, and 4s 
well rcceived by the Prieſts, the People run 
m ſo headlong to it, that it would pals for a 
Crime capable enough of ruining one in the 
Spirit of the Tagmiſitors, to ſeem ro donbr 
of it ; but much more if one ſ{tudicd ro unde- 


ceive others : therefore rhings of this natare 
kindle the minds of a ſuperſtitious multitude 
fo quick, that in a few days a whole Toms 
will ſeem as it was out cf 1ts Wits: which 
appeared 'fignally on this occa{ion at Flirexce : 
for now the whole Town errred into this Fra- 
terpity. The Great Dh? him{c}f came into 
the number, and all were ſtudving what new 
Honours ſhould be done to an [mage that had 
been fo kind to one of irs Worſhippers. Bur fone 
that werewiſerthan the reſt, ſaw through the 
Cheat, and Informed P. Innocent the 10th. of 
ir, who was reſolved to put a ſtop to the cur- 
rent of this Srperſiition ; yer he' ſaw. It was Nc- 
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cefſary'to do it with ſome addreſs : It fell out 
to be the vear of Zabily 1650. lo the Pope writ - 
to' Florence, that he had heard of rhe Miracles 
of that 79z4ge, to which he deſired earneſtly to 
do his cwn Devortons, theretore he intreated 
them to bring it to Rowe; that ſo the [mage 
might havet.1e addrefles of ali the Pzlgrimns,as 
well as his own made to it. Upon this the 
more bigotred of the Fratern/ty, would needs 
accompany the Charitable 7ages ſo thev 
carried it in Proceſſioa to Roxie: and did not 
doubt but that the Pope and Cirarpals with 
the Cl-r7gy of Rome would have come out in Pro- 
ceſſon to mect them and their Image: Theſur- 
priſe was'no doubt very great, when inſtead of 
all chis, they found a Company of S177: (tay- 
ing tor them at the Porta dell Populo ; who 
took their Dnage from them, and carried. ir 
away to the 7ngurfition ; and ſent them away. 
nct a Inttle mortifel ar the LCi.grace, that 
had bc.tallen heir Craczfix, who has been 
ever ſince a P7iſozer in the Inquilition: 

I was told of :n ther Pr4joze/s there of a 
ater aate, bur not much unlike this. You 
know the legend of te Pligu: that was in 
Rome, as | remember in S. Grezory the greats 
time, that was [topt by an Azge!, that as: was 
pretended came down, and ſtcod. over that 
Caſtle, which was formerly called Moles Ha- 
ariam, bur has carried the name of Caſtro S. 
Argelo ever fincc. The Fryers of Ara Cl; had 
1 = gt 
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f0t a Stoze, upon which there was-an' Ims 


greſhion like the print of a Foot : fo they had: 


put this in ſome part of their Charch, and 
gave ir out that this print was made by the 


Foot of that Azgel; tho one can hardly Ima- + 
gine how they tancied that an Azgel treads ſo: 


hard. This Stoze had many Dewotions payed 
ir. The learned Sipr. Pretro Bellors, who is 
without diſpute the beſt Antignary in Rowe, 
being once in that Chapfel at his Devotions; 


obleryved a great many praying about this» 


Stoze, and kifling. it with grear Reſpect and 


AﬀeCtion; ſo he came to look upon it, and ! 
having examined it carefully, he ſaw clear-. 


Iy it was a fragment of a Statue of the Goddeſs 


Iſis; the Greek Characters were legible, and: 
many things concurred to make a man of his 
Learning and Exacneſs conclude, that the: 
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Dewotions were miſ-applied that were payed: 
it; ſo he went to one of the Fathers of the 


Houſe, and acquainted -him with his Obſerya-- 


tion : and wiſhed that they: would remove 


that miſtaken Obje& of Worſhip, leſt ſome. 


of the learned H:reticks thar paſſed thro' Roe, 


might diſcoyer and reproach the Chazch with: 


a YOU ate {0 
Waruurs ma 
ani Mal 
at Mas (0 


ir. But the Fathers of the Hove found their”: 
account in this matter, ſo+ rhey were ſo'far. 
jrom” following his good Advice, that they-- 
aſperſed him that had given it, ſo as to accale. 
' him of Impiety for diverting the Devotions 
of the people : the Imputation was caries 
ar 
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als far that he was brought before the Znqui/ition: 


ble; and 
man ol hi 
in that it 
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thers of tht 
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to.clear himſelf, which he did fo fully, thac 


- be:not_ only got ſafe our of their hands, bur - 
' which was more, he convinced them that he 
Im was in the right: ſo the Stoze was removed, 
: and keeps the Crucifix company in the Ixngut- 
futon. 


But by theſe two Storys, you will perhaps 
imagin that J deſign to beger in you a good 
Opinion of that Court; bur I will now (tell 
you ancther, that will ſoon bring you back. 
to your old thoughts of that T ribunal. Burrhz 
iSa man {ſo famous in the World, thar one 


* that has looked into Natural Phzloſophy and 


Chimiſtry, could not be long in Rome with- 
out making an acquaintance with him. bur 
to tell Fou truth, TI neither found him to 
be fo great a Chimnſt as he fancies himſelt to 
be, nor ſo great a Heryetich as the Ingmſiors 
have made him. T tell you this the more par- 
ticularly, that you may upon it judge how 
tar you are ro beiicye the accolint that the 
Ingaiſitors may give of their proceedings a-- 
vainſkt Molrnos : fince you may conclude from 
what was done to the oze, what may be eXs» 


7 peſted in all cafes that are brought before - 


them. Burrhr's. Story-1s: in ſhort this: He is a 
Gentleman of the M:H/ane{e, who . was born 
to an Eſtate of 89959. Crowns a r year 3: In his 
vouth. he had travelled; and had got into his 
head the. Notions of he New Philoſopby oy 

| XL 4. ' 
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of Chimmſtry : fo at his return to Milan, he 
began to propagate the mew Philoſophy, ard 
to form a Conference upo] thoſe matters: 
the Prieſts it ſcems ſuſpected, that there might 
be ſomewhat under this ſo he was put in 
the 1,91/uron, but nothing could be made 
out againſt him, he was ler out : after that 
he went and flayd for ſcme years in Germany 
and Holand; and it 1s very probable that he 
might haye expreſicd himſelf concerning the 
Courts of Inguifition, as a man that had no 
great opinion either of their Juſtice, or of 
their Mercy. And as he has gone into all the 
high pretenfions of the Cheſts, fo it 1s pro- 
bable cnough that he has talked of matters 
of Rel:ig190# in that Myſterious unintelligible 
Zargon, that is uſed almoſt by all the men 
that are of the highc{t Elevation of Chimiftry, 
bur chiefly by Paracchus and Pant Helmonit- 
In ſhort, ſome Accuſatious were given in to 
the Tngaiſitors againlt him, who complained 
ct him to the Emperor, and had fo much ctc- 
dit in tis Coxrt that he ſtrained his power to 
the utmoſt, and ſciſed on him, ard {ent him 
ro 7taly, where thole good Fathers were re- 


ſolved nat to give him a ſecond occaſion ct 


boaſting, that he had - got ſafe our of their 
bands : ſtrange things were objected ro him; 
and as 15 pretended, rhey were proved againſt 
him ; as that the B. YV1-g12 was God equal with 
th: Son; and that the H. Gho# was WWE 17 
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her, as well as the Eternal Word was 18 he/ 
Son : that the three Per,ons in the Trinity mere 
the firſt, the ſecond, az.{ the third Heawens * 
that the Son was from all Eternity. di[conterted 
with the Father, for n3t making him equal to 
him: that the Conſecrated Hoſly had 13 it the 
Body of the Mother as well” as' that of the Son : 
ani that the putting the Þreces of 1t together in: 
the Chalice, demonſirated the Union between 
the Mother and the Son. Theſe Opinions were 
all proved. againſt him ::the . he proteſts thart 
he never. theughr of them, yer he was forced": 
to abjure them. in. the year 1668. and was up- 
on . that condemned to. perpetual Impriſon-. 
ment; he continued in the Priton of the 1z- 
7:4fition, ull within theſe five or ſix years, 
thar the Duke 4 Eſtrees being ſick, procured 
an Order for havirg Burrh: to come and treat 
2m-; and ingratitude to Burrþi, who cured 
him, he got his Priſon changed to the Caſtle 
St. Angelo : where he now emcrtains himſelf 

ith Chumcal Proceſics. It is indeed very 
probable, that he had provoked rhe Inquiſition, 
by ſpeaking ſeverely and reproachfully of 
them, and this was all his Crime, unleſs ano- 


ther Article againſt him might be his Eſtate: 


for of his 8020. Crows a year, there is but 
JS Ickt him; for the good Fathers have 
Jad'the Charity to. take Jooo. to themſelves : 


and-his-3999. is {o cat up by them, thro whoſe 


hands it comes to him, that. he has not 1 500, 
E 5 Crowns 
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Crows a year payed him : and from this you: 


may ſce what credit you ought to give to the 
Proceſſes, the Articles, and the Abjurations 
- that are made before that Cort: | 


If | inſtead. of that 'Zcal which animares. 


them againſt Hereſy, they would purge their 
own Church of thoſe Diforders, which they 
themielves acknowledg 'to be  corruptions, 
they would {ſooner bring themliclyes again in- 


to ctedir.. The ſcandalous Pi#ares that are in: 


matiy. Churches of 7raly, are things that mighr 


deſerve their care, it ' they: would turn it ro; 


that hand. Is ir-not-a fthameful thing; that 


there Fas not been a great ' Maſter in Paznting 
who has not put that Complement on his: 


Iiiſtreſs, as to paint her for the Y1rgin? fo 


that the moſt celebrated. Madonna's of Traly. 
are known to have been the Mrſtrefes of the 
Great Paixters. The Poſtures, the Looks, and! 


the Nakedneſs of many of the Church-preces, 


are Monſtrous Indecent things. The great 


aclign of the Cupulo at: Florence, is ſuch a Re- 
preſentation of /ice, that all that can. be pre- 


ſented by a. defiled Imagination, comes ſhort- 


of what 1sto be {cen there: and rtho* the Srryp- 


tare ſpeaks but of one Apparition of the Holy 


 Ghzft in the ſhape of a Dave; one ſhall find 
this Doye on the Head, at the Ear, and the 
Moutl: of I know rot how many of their 
Saints; and as one finds in many Preces, that 


their afters haye relolyed ro perpetuate 
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their own Amours in them; ſo Amours arc 
evcry day managed by thc ſame methods: tor 


while I was at Roxze, I diſcovered an Intrigue 
berwcen a Fryer and a Nun, by two Piftures, 


that were drawn for them : the Fryer was 


drawn. as a S. Anthony, and the Nuz as a S:. 
Katherine of Siena : theſe they were to ex- - 
change, and {ſo ro feed their-paſtion under this , 
diſpuile of Devotion. 

Bur to - return -to Indecent Pzdures, there : 
is nothing: more {candalous than the many 
various Repreſentations of the Tr:x:ty, which 
muſt. needs give to all Jews and Mahometars : 
as well as to ws, that pals for Hereticks, a 
ſtrange horror to a Rel:g:0x that- ſufters rhoſe - 


. odious Reſemblances, that give ſuch groſy 


Ideas of the Deity, and of the Trizity : and 
that which is yet the moſt ſcandalous part of 
thoſe Piffures, is that the Repreſentation of ' 
God the Fath:r is often diverſified according ts : 
the caprice of the Painter ; and heitsto be ax | 
in the Habits of the {everal Orders of that - 
Church, ard indeed both Features, Hair, Ha= -' 
bir, and Poſtures, have all the cverfity in 
them that is n:ceflary to iced an [d5latry, tha - 
1S.4S EXtravagant as it is groſs. | | 
The Picture ct the B. Virgin, with the Or-- 
der of the Caprchias nader her Perticoar, is - 
Not VCry apt to raile Chaſt Tdea's in thoſe who . 
look upon it. In ſhort, whereas the Rule o 
the Anmiene Architelure of Churches, was to 
| be 
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be low and dark, which was thought the moſt 4m 
proper, for the RecolleCtion of a mans Fa-. © yikmſ! 
culties, and by conſequence for Deworzozp, is Yum} 
now quite altered : and a great Cupulos with a \rttis ha 
beſt Illumination, are neceſlary ro ſhew the: {idnels ant 
beauty of thoſe rich Peices, which would be: | gael 
beſt in Churches built as dark as the Antiene | raxfor a pie 
Bnes were. Tas beyond 
T confeſs, thoſe Pictures are charming | na th 
things, it they were any wherc elſe than in | ll whi 
Charches: bu: the plcaſure they give, docs fo. Pans: # 
poſſeſs a man that Eegins to underſtand them, {ons tha 
that it will kindle any thoughts in him, ſooner: |\pls the! 
than devour ones. 1 wik not here let my. '\ok that we 
rn Ccarrv mc into a Subject that muſt needs nod are: 
Ocall my thoughts on fire; and ſpeak of the |ipheſt prek 
| b at Preces of Parnizg that are in Traly, and (he puby + 
g the many MaRers that it produce] in the " will chuſe 
laſt Age : who as they were ſuch Extraordi- |'e mal vice 
nary men, ſo the lived within the Compaſs of "ky propoſe 
one Age, as if the PerteCtion in that amaſing wnly compal 
Att had been to dye with th:m, as well as it 7 
was born with them ; this, I ſay, would make 
one think, that there are Revolutions and 
Aſpcas in the Heavers that are fayousable or 
croſs ro Arts or Sciences: and that then, the 
moſt favourable Aſpect for Paintizg that ever 
was, prodaced thoſe altoniſhing perfor- 
mances. For tho the great decay of Learning 
that is every where, may be reaſonably c- 
nough zcſolyea in this, that whereas in the 
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laſt: Age many great Pr:ces were either Dear sn- 
ed themſelves, or at leaſt they - made it a 
Maxim to protect and encourage Learning 
burtthis having at laſt grown to an excclis o_ 
Rudnels and Pedantry, and Princes becom 
ing generally exrream Ignorant, it came to 
paſs for a picce of breeding, to ſay nothing thar 
was beyond their pitch, or that ſeemcd to 
reproach their Ignorance : and thoſe who 
could not hide their Learning, were called 
Pedants: and pcedantry was repreſented fo 
odious, that Ignorance being the lafieſt as 
well as thc {ureſt way to avoid this, all men 
took that very naturally; and when other 
methods arc as cfteCtual to raiſe men to the 
higheſt preferments either of the Bary' or of 
the Pulpit as true Learning or reall Merit, 
few will chuſe the long and tedions, ard often 
the moſt uncertain way, when the End that 
they propole to themſelves, may be cer- 
rainly compaſled by a more eftetual and ea- 
fier one, Flattery and Submiſſions are ſooner 
Learned and cafter practiſed by men of low 
and mean ſouls, than much hard and dry 
ſtudy: thus, I ſay, the decay of Learning 1s 
very eaſily accouted for,in the Age in which 
we - live: but as for the Art of Pazatine., it 
is ſtill in. ſuch eſteem, and great pieces go 
ſtill at ſuch yaſt rates, that 1f the Genius 
and capacity for it were not loſt, there is 
encouragment cnough till to ſer it a going ? 
LIC 
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but I leave this- ſubje& not without putting 
- ſome conſtraint on my {elf ; for who can think 
of ſuch Wonderful men as Correge, Michael 
Angelo, Raphael, Paulo Veroneſe, Tilt Ro- 


an, Carrache, Palma, Titian and 11ntoret, - 
without fecling a concern at every time that 


he refle&s on the Wonders of their penculs : 


St. Luke's pretended work, and eycn the ſup. - 
paſed performances of Argels, are.ſad things . 


{cr near their pzeces. One, . whoſe thoughts are 
full ofthe Wonders of that Arr, that are to 


be ſeen in Florexce, goes into the Anpunciata, 


and {res nor without Indignation, that adop- 
ted p:dure of the Virgin, which, as the. fond 
pcople there believe, was finiſhed by an A4x- 
gel, while the Parzter that was working at it, 
and that could not - animate it as he deſired, 
tell afleep, who as ſoon as he awaked, ſaw 


his piece finiſhed. "This fiction of the parxters,. 
ro ' raiſe the credit of his p:&:re, is fo well be- - 
lieved at Florexce, that the preſezts made to. 


enrich the Altaraud Chappel, where it ſtands, 


are Invaluable:& yer after all, the Azgel's work. 
iS {tl no better than the common Pparrtizg of 


that time: and that Angel-parnter, was but a 
bungler if compared, to the great Maſters. In 
a word, what can. be thought of humane na- 


ture, when in ſo retined a place as Florence, 
ſo - courſe an. Impoſture has been able to - 


draw. to it, ſuch an Incſtimable flock of 
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All theſe things are ſo- many. digreſſions 
from my main ſubjeft, which was,. to ſhew. 


' you how much matter the Taquſitors . might. 


find, ifthey would uſe any exactnefsin redreſ-. 
{ing thoſe Abuſes which they themſelves will 
not defend in common converſation -. and: yer 
tho the {malleſt thing; that ſeems even ac the 
greateſt diſtance to go againſt their Inrercſt, 
is lookt: after with a very watchtul care ; yer 
che grofſeft of all: Impoſtures, that proves 
profitable ro them, is much ercouraged by. 
them. | 
The fable of Loretto, is ſo black and fo ri- 
diculous- a. piece of Impoſture, that I neyer 
ſaw a. man of ſenſe, thar cared to enter upon 
that ſubject. I- was once in Company where 
I: rook the - liberty. ro propole two modeſt 
Exceptions to it: the one was, that about 
20D years aiter the reſt of the Angelical La- 
bour in carrying about that Cottage 1s preten- 
ded to have- fallen out. Pincent Ferrer, 
whom they belieye a great Saint, not only 
ſays nothing of its being then in [taly, bur 
ſays expreſly, that it was then in Nazareth, and 
that many Mrracles were wrought about. it. 
Anton of Florence; who isallo the moit Im. 
pudent Writer of Legezds that evcr was, ſays 
not a word of it ſome Ages aitcr they ſay that 
it was at. Loretto: All the an\wer that Thad 
to this-was, that it was no Article of Faith ' 
but whether it was truc or falſe, the Devo, 
LON 
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tion of the: People was ſtill entertained by it ; 
and this, they ſaid, was as much meritorious, 
cho tounded on a Fab.c, . as the giving of Cha- 
rity to one who is believed a fit object, bur yer 
is indeed a Cheat, is acceptable to God : and 
thus he who gives upon a good inward matiye, 
will be rewarded . according to the Dilſpo- 
fitio1 of his Mind, an: not according to. the 
Truth or Falſchood of che Story, that wrought 
up3a him. I durit no: prels this matter roo 
far: otherwiſe l weu'd have replied, : that. 
how cxcuſeable {over the Superſtition of 
Ionorant- Pec:ple may be, - yet this does not at 
all juitity che Chear thar the Church puts upott 
her fo eattiy deluded children. Ihe truth 1s; 
the Romans themſelves have nor ſuch (tif 
no:ions of all the points of C-ztroverſy as we: 
are apt to Imagine : this makes me .zemember 
4 converſation that paſt {ome years ago, be-: 
tween an Azbat & one of our Clerg yen, that 
was then a Governour to « Perſozy of Quality, 
that in his Travels ſtayed, for ' ſorctimes at 


[12 


Rome.The Abbot ſeeing the Governour ws con- 


ſidered asa man of Learnizg, deſired to be In- 


formed of him, what were the Pozats in diffe- - 


rence between the tiv2 Churcacs: ſo the Go- 
vernour told him, that we had our worſhip 
ina knowa tongue; that we gaye the Cap 1n 
the Sacrainent ; . thar we had..no.[mage, and 


did not pray to Sarnts : all this did: not diſturb - 


the Abbot, who ſaid, that thele were only 
roy dittc- 
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different Rztes ard Ceremontes, which might 
be well enough born with : when the other 
added, that we did not believe TranſubHar- 
tration nor Purgatory, the Abbot ſaid, theſe 
were the ſubrilties of the School: ſo he was 
very gentle till the Gowverpour told him, that 
we did rot acknowledge the Pofe ; thea the 
AbLot was all on fire, and could not compre- 
hend, how men could be Chr:jtiazs, that did 
not acknowledge Chriſts Vicar, and S. Peter's 
Sacceſſor : and it is yery plain at Rope at this 
day, that they conſider the Corverſiun of Na- 
tiozs, only as it may bring in more profit into 
the Datary Court,and raiſe the value of the Ofi- 
ces there; for when I ſeemed amaſed in con- 
verſation with ſome of them, to ſce ſo little 
regard had to the Ambaſſadour of Eng.to every 
thing that he propoſcd ; they told me plain-. 
ly, that perhaps the Angels in Heaven re- 
joiced at the convyerſicn of a finncr upon the 
pure motives of perie&t Charity, bur they at 
Rome looked at cther things. TI hcy ſaw ro 
frofit like to come from thence; ro Bulls 
were called for, and no compoſitions like to be 
made ; it thoſc things ſhould once appcar,then 
an Ambaſſador trom thence would be trearcd 
like the penitent Prodigal, eſpecially if he 
were a little leſs governed by the 7eſwrres, 
who were believed to have managed that 4x:- 
baſſadowr a little to abſolutely : and here ic 
will be no unpleaſant digreſtion it I tell you 

the 
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the true reaſon that retarded the Promtion of |. 
the Cardinal Eſte ſo long, 

The Pope himſelf ſaw what the Uzzle of this 
Card:n1l did at Royze, in P. Alexander the 
7ths time, up n the buſineſs of the Corfis, ani 
the affront that was puto1 the Dake of Cregay, 


Ti4 


waich mJe {o much noiſe. That Card:ral 
beinz the1 the Prote:Zor of the Fren:h Nation, 
oftered firſt ro the D. of {; regsy, to go with 
him, accompanied with 5oo Men, that he 


knew he could raiſe in Rowe, to the Palace of , 


Dom Mario Chigiand to fling him out at the 


window : but the D. of _ thinking that - 
ſuch a revenge went too far, the Cardinal. 
himſelf went accompanied with his yoo Men 


to the Palace, and expoſtulated the matter 


with the Pope, and demanded Reparation ; and 


when the Pope put it by in ſome-general an-. 
ſwers,he preſt him ſo hard,till the Pofe threat- 
ned to pull his Cap from him, but he anſwered, 
that he woul1 clap a He:ad-prece on1t, t) defend 


it, an{that he would niwvr part wity that, ul 


h? h.11 pualle1 the Tripple Criwn from his head; 
This was vigorous, and th2 Cardinal had a 
mind to pzrperuate the mzmory of it, for he 
made hinft-If be drawn with a He1dprece by 
him, his hand pointingtowxards it, which 1 faw 
at Modena; and it is plain by their way of ſpeak- 
ing of-this matier, chat they were proud of 1t. 
The preſent Pope bing at that time a Cardinal, 
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ro raiſe one of that family to the Purple: yet the - 
earneſt and repeated Inſtances from England, 
overcame him at Jaſt. 

Bur now again I return to that from which I 
have digrefſed ſooften, which. is the work thar 
the Inquiſition might find in 7taly, even with- 
out departing from any of their received Prin- 
ciples. That ſcandalous Impoſture of the blood 
of S. Fanuary at Naples, that ſeems to be firm & 
dry in the Y7al, and that diſſolves and moves 
as it is brought near his Head,which is fo firmly 
believed by all the bigots there,muſt needs give 
an Indignation to all that loye Truth, when 
they ſee ſuch groſs Deceptions put upon the 
World. 1 will not take vpon me to ſay how 
itis managed; but nothing is more eaſy than 
the ordering of this matter may be. For if that 
Dial be falled with tinured liquor, the Yral 
being-put in Ice and Salt, will freeſe jn an In- 
ſtant; and it being again in the air, may return 
very quickly to its former ſtate, fo that there 
1s no need of any great skill for the cenduCting 
this matter : and ir is ſo much their Intereſt, 
who have the keeping of this pretended Blood, 
to keep the ſecret very religiouſty, that it is- 
ro wonder if it is not diſcovered. He indeed 
who either doubts of it, or would adventure 
to diſcover it, muſt reſolve to goand live ſome © 
where elſe than in Naples, where this paſſes for 
the chief Glory, as well as the greateſt bleſ(- 
{ing of their City; and the people there are fo. 


CY=. 
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extreamly credulous,and the Pzeſts are fo very 
Infolent, that this has appeared of late in fuch 
[oſtances, tnar if the Yyreroy of Naples, were 
not both a very extraordinary man, and moſt 
exceſhvely cfteemed and beloved there, he 
conld not have ſtood his ground in the Dyſpate 


which is now on foot. and, of which tho all the 


Gazy-ttes make mention, yet I may perhaps 
teil you ſome particulars, that may be new to + 


you, forl was in Naples while this matter was 
11-1ts greateſt hear. | 

The bulineſs of the Fceleſiafical Tmmunities, 
15 cartied ſo high here, that the Gexeral of the 
Horſe, whois by birth a Fleymiag, had almoſt 
felt itto his coſt ; there were two under him, 


that had quarrelled, but were made. Friends ;; 
and one of theſe meeting the other: ſome clays 
afrer-thar, he embraced him with all che ſhews 


of Friendſhip, but having a zleto in his hand, 
he managed ir (o fataly, that uwader all rhe ap- 
pcare ces of render Embraces, he kilied him 


ut-righe, and picſently he rook: Sanftuary in 


a Church, that was hard by ; the Geazral bear- 
ing of this, relolved he would make an Exam- 
ple of the Marderer : but ror daring to drag 
him out of the Chyurch, he (cr a Sentinel to the 


Doors, recxonng that hunger would ſoon: 
force him ro come out: and tho the Prieſts 
that belonged to the Chwrch, carried him in 


3me Proviſions, yet thar could not ſerve him 
lons. But the General was forced to diſcharge 


the 
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the Sextinels : for: he was Informed, that an 
Excommunication was Coming .out againſt 
him; for. diſturbing the. devotions of thoſe 
that went to the Church; and he knew that if 
the Excommuzication fhould be once giyen 
out, no body would {o much astalk with him 
or come near him after that: ſo he would not 
rue that riſque : and this Afaſſizate had a fair 
occaiion given him to make his eſcape : this 
was a good Eflay of rhe Z-al for the Immurity 
of places. Another fell out about the ſame rime 
near Leg/ora, in which rhe ſacredne's of cx- 
empted perſons was aflertcd in a manner that 
was no leſs ſcandalous; a Prrie was l[eiled on, 


for a mcſt horrid Crime, cither a Rafe ora 


Murder, I do not remember which : but he 
who had no mind to be taken, defended him- 
{elf ; and ſhot one of the $5177, upon which the 
ct -run away. So he apprechending that a 


ſtronger parry would be. ſent, that would be 


to2 hard for him, went and rctired into a 
Wood, with his Fuſee; and ſome being lenr 
to find him out, he had ſþat fix or ſeven of 
them ; yct after all the ſacred CharaGcr was 
Jlikero ſave this execrable mi ; for while I 
was at Lighorn I was told that an Exc:mmma- 


:Cat107 Was Coming out, agai::it all that ſhouid 


violate the Fccleftaſtical Immunitzes in his 
Perſon:. and no doubt the Great Duke will 
give way to this : for he is {o cotircly delt- 
vcred .up. to his Pryeſts, and 1s become fo 

CA 
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excellively ſcrupulous, that to deliver himſelf 
from thoſe Troubles of Conſcience, which 
many things, inthe Adminiſtration. of the Go- 
Vernment are apt to give him, he has found out 


I18 


an caſy receipt; which 1t all other Pr:zces can 
be bronght to follow, it will be very happy for 
their Mzziſters. He then conſiders, that the only 
{ure way to be Innocent in the ConduCtt of At- 
fairs, is not to know them arall: bur to devolve 
them entirely on his \zz:8ers, who do all,with- 
- out ſo much as communicating matrers to him. 
 _ But the Peroy of Napels is not fo very tra- 
: table in thoſe matters, as appears by the VI- 
gour with which he has ſupported the ſecular 
Tribunal againſt the Invaſions of the Eccleſta- 
ſtical Court. T hat which gave the riſe to the 
diſpute was a ſute that was between a Lay» 
man and a Church min, betore o01e of the 
Fudges of Naples, who decided in favour of 
the Layman; upon which it was pretended, 
that this was a Violation of the I1mnunties of 
the Chch : ſothe ZFulge was Excommunicated; 
And upon it no body would willingly appear 
before him, or ſo much as ſpeak to him,ſo ter- 
rible a thing is that Thunder there : but the 


Viceroy has ſhewed on this occaſion, that firm- 
neſs that has appeared in all his other Aftions: 
and has alſo received Orders from Spain autho- 
riſing him to keep his ground. The Fuage 1s 
not only maintained in what he has done, but 


continues ſtill ro ſit on the bench, all people are 
forced 
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' forced to bring their cauſes before him ; & his 
Sentences are executed with reſolution. This 
Contempt put on the Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 

'by a Mmiſter of Sparz, and ata time in which 
the Pope is ſo much-in their 7ztereſts, isa little 
Extraordinary. But the affront that the Yjce- 

| roy pur on an Amuditcr of the Nuxtio's, was 
ndutt of 4 yet much more proyoking, for it was managed 
buttodenk = with a particular care to make the Scorn very 
Nodoally woundirg as wezll as it was publick. The Nun- 
Mmatterstohs = 770 is believed to do il] Offices in this matter ; 
þ oſs and his Auditor was known 10 be a man of [z- 
ars by the} Berrres; it was found out that he went often to 


Ted thee a Boydelſo ; the Piceroy therefore gave order to 
ff the Fil watch him fo carefully, that the Str: ſhould 
the nietot be ſure to find him in ſuch circumſtances, as 
xeneen a ly ſhould make his ſhame very Conſpicuous : ſo 


re oe ot He was taken; and carried before the next 
d in fayout Fudge : the thing was laid before hand, and the 
Zaudge refuſing to medle in it, the S177(a fort 

of men like our Bazlffs) carried him to ano- 

ther, and ſo made the round of all the 7udpes 

in Naples ; and every one of them rcfuſing to 

meddle with the Auator, the $4771 let him go, 

when the matter was maae {ufficiently pub- 

lick, by their carrying him about to ſo ma- 

G ny places. The Nuztio complained of the Vio- 
lation of the Rights of a Putlick Miniſter, el- 

pecially of ſo ſacred a one. But the Reparation 

that the Ficeroy made, was a redoubling of 

the Aﬀront: for he ordered the $4177 that bg 

taken 
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to be carried about . all 


120 
taken the Auditor, 


Naples with an Inſcription writ in Capital 3 


Lerrers, both on their Breaſts and on their 
Backs, mentioning the Crime for which 
they.were thus lead about, which was ther 
having difturbed the Nuntio's Auditor 1n his 
pleaſures. ; 
You will cafily imagin that this was conſi- 
dered at Rome as a moſt outrageous Afﬀeront ; 


and indeed the Pope has carried the matter of ;{;1 


the Regale in France ſo very far, that it is hard 
to tej]l ro what a degrce this breaclr in Natfels 


may be allo carried: tor tho the Pope is moſt 


cxceſlively ignorant in all thoſe Matters, yer 
he has another Qurality, that is the only thing 
that is great in him, and that would indeed 
becowe him very well, it he had a lite more 
Knowledg to govern it: ard that is, that he 
zs the wilfulle man alrve; and his temper is 
fearicſs cnou. h to make him ſhut his Eyes up- 
- On all Danger. 

It camor be denied, bur it 1s the Intereſt 
of the Pope. as he is a Temporal Prince, to be 
ot the fac that is now the weakeſt, and that 
nceds his ſupport the moſt : and therefore it 
i500 wonder it he is ſo favourable tro the 
Crown of :Yþa:z, and rhe Houſe of Aura : 
bat after all, his carrying the buſineſs of the 
Regale (o far, againſt ſo great a King, and 
a 7g that has merited ſo much. from that 
Church, by his zeal againſt DB * is 

OMe- 
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' A 


Att in ſon ſomewhat unaccountable : After all the Ha- 
; and on os VOCK, that has been made both' by -Pr:xces 
e for ih And Popes of the true Liberticsof the Church, 
hib 3 6 abd particularly after that ſhameful Bargain 
Auity 3 that was made berween them in-the Conor - 

- +1 date, it has a vety 111 grace to ſee a Pope make 
this wa this the ſubject of ſo great and {o long a- Diſ- 
ous Af PUEC 3 , and that the 'fattious Clamours of a 
1 the _ few illnatured and angry. Prieſts, ſhould: 


thatits have. been ſo much” conſidered, as to inter- 
4 | "UL : 


ext in rupt the good underſtanding of rhe Courts of 
5 Dito the Varcan and Verſatlles. All this flowed 
I in; from the ill opinion that the Pope had of rhe 
4 % Feſuites, which being known in Fraxce, the 
a 1” x Zanſeniſts thought ir was high time for them 
Forms ' to recommend themſelves to the Court of 
ad a Nh Rome, in; hopes of mortifying the 7eſuites : 
a 5, yer they -could not with any decency carry 
| lis tea. The Papal Authority high, after they had 
ut DS ES ith fo much force borh of reaſon and learn- 
ing, depreſſed it as they had done : ſo they 
**; berook themſclves to the firſt thing that ot- 
Friel! fered it ſelf, char they knew would be very 
akelt, anlth acceptable in Rowe, which was the aflerting 
and therein the ' Liberties of the C harch, and the diſpu- 
ting the Kings Impoling the Rights of the 
 Regale(thart is, the mean profits of Biſhopricks., 

kh. the C/latrng ro Benefices without Cure, 

during the Vacancy) on the four ſouthern 

00 Prewinces of France. IT will not ſay more of 

| ' a martterthat is {o well known, only I will cell 


Vou, 


It 15the lat 
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you, what a Dofoy of the Serbon ſaid''to me 

upon this ſubje& ; I found he did not-beheve 
the Pope's Authority more than IT did my'lelf; 
and yet he was one of thoſe that indireftly op- 
poſed the Articles of the Clergy,” and: the con- 
demnation that was paſt on the- Biſhop *6f = 
Strigontami's Cenſure of thoſe Arrncles ; for 

his Authority and Learning gave a great turn 
to that matter: ſo when \ ſeemed amaſed-ar 
this, that a man of his Principles, had ated 
as he had done upon that occaſion, he told me, 
he had no other Conſideration before him in 
that matter, but to mortify the Clergy/of 
Fraxce, and ro maintain the Dignity of -the 
Sorbon. It was not long ſince that in the Dit- 
pute about FZaxſenmus's matter, they had 
made the Pope not only Infalible in matters 
of Rzght, bur cf Fa#: and now becauſe. the 
- Pope was not in the 'Jntereſts of Frexce, the 


diſpute of Izfallibility, and of the Councils © i: 


of Conſtance and Bafil, were again fer on foot; 
all which would be given up, and the Pope 
would be conftdered Izfallible ro morrow, if 
he were once more in the Intereſts of Fraxcez & 
theClergy,who had neither learning nor vertue, 
but made up all Defects, by a {laviſh Obſequi- 
ouſneſs, would be then as forward tro magnify 
the Tzfalibility, as they are now to deprels it. 
t- How far the Pope will embroil himſelf in 
this ncw buſineſs of the Franchiſes, I do not 
£04: he has expreſled a great ſteadineſs: in 
It 3 
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t ity and: the truth 1s, Roz: is. now fo ſunk. 
| fromwhat it' was, and the Franchiſes are fo 
conſiderable 'a part of the City, that their 
.heing [covered from the Execution, both of 
Giviſand Criminal Faſtice, is a moſt horrible 
ih Diſorder: and ir ſeems reaſonable enough, 
Ws; that as i all other Courts, there is nothing 
Cage now -under the Ambaſſadors Protection, bur 
that which is within his Gates, ſo.the ſame 
Regulation ſhould be made in Rowe; where 

the extent of thoſe priviledged Places is very 

great: yet after all, if the French Ambaſſador, 

that-is now on his way thither, has poſitive 
-Qrders -ro maintain them, and has mony e- 

nouph to liſt men, if the matter goes on to a 

more. obſtinate Diſpute ; .It will be no hard 

matter for him to raiſe ſuch a Revolt in Rome; 

that neither the wi ah Guards, nor thoſe in the 

t- Caſtle of St. Angelo, will be able to ſubdue 

it : and if this matter goes on fo far, the 
Þrench will very probably cur off all Anpates, 
and find a ſhorter way of granting of Bulls 
within the Kingdoms. Iris laid, that while ſome 
have repreſented the apparent. Inconveniences 
of a Rupture with Frazce to the Pope, and 
that he was in no condition to reſiſt that migh- 
ty Power : He anſwered, that he would [uf- 
fer Martyrdom 1m mainta:mng the Rights of 
St. Perer. It muſt be confeſſed, that there 
was ſomething . in this ſaying that was 
more. Magnaniumous, than prudent. And in- 
F 2 deed 
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deed the Popes .way of treating with Awr- 
baſſadors, has ſomewhat in it that comes 
nearer the fimplicity. of the Fiſhermen, the 
more modern Politicks.:His dry Anſwer to 
the Ambafſuzor of E. when he threatned him 
that he would leave Rowe, and go home, 
if he were not better uſed ; Le; e Padrenes 
You are Maer of that as you pleaſe; had an 
air in it that I ſhould have been much pleaſed 
with, if it had fallen on any other :than on 
the King's Miniſter. 

His Condude of -rhe Rewexue is an umac-. 
countable thing; for if there is not a vaſt 
Treaſure laid up, or a moſt prodigious- deal of 
Wealth ſecretly conveyed to his Fam!ly, it is 
not to be imagined what has become of all 
that Rewenue that he has raiſed, in which the- 
Income is ſo vaſtly diſproportioned to the cx- 
pence, that the moft prying men do not know. 
what is become of it. The War with the 
Turks has not coſt him ſo much as is believed ; 
on the contrary, many think that he has gor- 
by it; and that the Taxes which he has laid. 
on the Clergy of Traly amount to more than he 
has laid our upon it: It is certain, it has not. 
coſt him very much. He retrenched all Ex- : 
pences to fo great a degree, that even the pub-.. 


lick Charities were leflened : for in Let, there. 


isa weekly Charity of at7alo, or a ſix 'pence; 
toall the poor thar come and ask it : and' the 
poor commonly brought 'their Children with 

them, 
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them, ſo that they got as many Zuliw's as 
they brought Children ; but rhe Pope limited 
this, that no Charity ſhould be given. to any 
under ſuch an Ape, as I remember it was be- 
low ten years old. The Adminiſtration of the 
Revenue is indeed the only thing that he un- 
derſtands, and in which he employs all his 
thoughts: and it was believed, thar the true 
Secret of the greateſt number.ot the Caraz- 
nals in the laſt Promotion, was the Advantages 
that he made by the ſale of the Offices which 
rhey held; and that fell ro the Pope upon their 
Advancement; out of which it was thought 
that he gained above a M:i/:oz: and upon 
this I will tel]. you, what I have learned con» 
cerning the averſion that two of the Card:zals, 
Taia and Rrcer, expreſſed to the Parple in the 
Promotion that was made five year ago; this 
was' magnified . in: ſeveral Books, that were 
printed our of Ttaly, as ſomewhat thar ſeemed 
to approach. to the beſt Ages of the Primitive 
Times, when men refuſed to accept of fo 
great a D;gmity, that brought them within a 
ſtepof the Supream Elevation : but the truth 
of this matter was, they were both men of 
Foarſcore, : and nor. like to live long; as they 
both died within a year of their Preterment : 
they: had- very good imployments, which 
they had: bought, and which by their accep- 


tk ring the Payple were to fall 'inro the Popes 


hands : befides-rhat, wy new- Dig-tty was not 
& x 
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to' be entred upon without a great Expence?* 
Jo all this being conſidered, the vertue-of 'xe-' 


fuſing ſo chargeable a Dzgrnity, in men” that 


were more concerned for their Families, than 
for that ſmall remnant of lite that was before* 


them, was not ſo very Extraordinary: - 


But finceI am upon the diſcourſe of prome-. 


t:7g of Cardinals, Twill tell you a remarkable 


Inſtance of a Promoter, that I do not remem- 
- Ler ro have mer with in any Book; and the Dig- 
' nity of the Perjoz 2nd of the Faxrly deſcended 


from him makes me think it. worth the rela- 


ting ; and the rather becauſe:I had it from ne: 


ordinary perſon, but from one of the exadteſt 


men in Rome, and who has taken the greateſt 
Pains to be well Informed in the Modern Hi- 

flory.. I had ſeen ſeveral piftures of- Clara Far- 
 zeſe. for there are more than one of them in the 


Paleſtriza: fo I knowing. nathing concerning 


her, asked her ſtory, which'in ſhort was 'this: 
that ſhe was P. Paul the Jd's S:ſt:r, and the 


perſon to whom he owed his-Cararzals Cap, 
and by Conſequence all that followed upon it, 
tho he rewarded her ill for it; for he: poyſoned 


both hey and his Mother, that he night; have 
all-their Wealthz. their Father was a poor 
man, that went abour ſelling Samcrdges and: 
fach ſort of ſtuff. Clara was married young, 


and was ſoon a H/iddow; ſhe was a lovely wo- 
man, but no;Extraordinary  beanty*: her Bro- 
ther was bred to Letters, -and was one of thoſe 


poor 


whe All 
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Mii poerChurchmen, that was looking about on all 


hands where he might find a Patron ; when of a 


kk ſudden his Siſters charms and her artifices roge- 


| ther raiſed him to a-height, to which he was far 
£ enough from pretending at that time. On a 


ary. '''; great occaſion Clara Farneſe was ſo near P. A- 


; fexanaer the Gthand was ſo much in his Eye and 
in: his thoughts, that he ordered one that was 

 abouthim, to.enquire who ſhe was, and where 
hk fhe lived: Inſtrumenrs upon ſuch occaſions are 
never, wanting to great Perſons : and notwith- 


htm ſanding the Popes great Age, yet his Vices 
s hung ſtill ſo cloſe to him, that he could have 


no.quict till Clara Farneſe was brought him. 
She reſolved to manage her ſelf on this occa- 
f1on, and to raiſe her price all that was poſks- 
ble,:ſo a Eardinals Cap to her Brother wat 
both asked and granted : a promiſe of it wat 
made at leaſt, upon which ſhe came and atten- 
ded on the old leud Pope: yet when the next 
Promotion came to be in agitation, the Propo- 
ſition for Abbot Farneſe was rejefted by Ceſas 
Borg1ia with ſcorn ; he had never been a ſlave ta 
his word, and he had no mind that his Father 
ſhould obſerye it on this occaſion. 
. The. way of a Promotion is this, the Pope 
ſettles. the Lif# of the Cardizals, and writes 
own all their names in a paper with his own 
hand; and in a Corſiſtory,when all other buſineſs 
is caded, he throws down the Paper on the Ta- 
ble, and ſay's to the Cardinals, habetrs Fratres ; 
CK; F 4 .You 
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you hawe now [ome Brethren. One of the Se-> WH" 
cretaries upon that takes up the Paper, and 
reads the Names aloud ; and the Shirre are at WW: 
the door, and as ſoonas one 1s named.,they run + 
 forit, toſce who ſhall be able to carry the firſt 
news of it tothe party concerned. 
Upon this occaſion, the Pope atter he had'con- 
certed the Promotion with his Sor, writ down 
all the names. Clara Farneſe was in great appre- 
henſions for her Brother, ſo ſhe being to paſs 
that night with the Pope, riſe when the old 
man was faſt aflecp, and fearched his Pocker,and WK 
found the Pafer, but her Brothers name was {kr mil you 
not in it : then the ſer her ſelf with great careto muy of c 
counterfeit the Pofes hand; and writ her- Bro- hirslthe 
thers name the firſt in the Liſt: next morning lxalons 
hc kept the Pope as long in bed as was pofft- ts propo 
ble; till word was brought him, that the Cox- ith lakes 
fiſtory was ſer, and that the Card;zzals were all tlni; whi 
come : for fhe reckoned that the leſs time that &miteafn 
the Pope had for being dreſt, there was-the 
leſs Danger of his looking into his Paper : So 
without eyer opening it, he went into the 
Confiftiyy, and according to Cuſtom, he threw 
down the I;ft on the Table: but to the great 
' «ſurpriſe of him,and of all that were upon his 
Secrets, the firſt name that was read, was that 
of Abbot Farneſe; and ir ſeems: the ' Pope 
thought ir better to Jet the matter paſs, than 
to ſuffer rhe rrue ſecret of the buſineſs to break 
out. I is well that the DoCtrine of the Inten- 
c10N, 
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tion, does not belong to the Creation of Car- 
dizals, otherwiſe here was a. Nullity with: a 
'Wirneſs.. Thus begun that long courſe of 
P. Paul the thirds greatneſs, who lived aboyc 
5o years aſter this, and laid the Foundation of 
the Family of Parma, whica he ſaw quite 
overthrown, his Sox being aſlaſtinated in his 
own time ; and both his Grazd ch:laren having 
revolted againſt him, which, as was believed, 
precipirated his death, tho he was thea Four- 
ſcore. EF = EG; 
But nowlI return to the preſent Pope ;, for I 
have writ you-a very looſe ſort of a Letter, all 
made up of dcigreffions. His averſion to the 
Order of the Fejwutes is very vilible; for he takes. 
all occaſions co mortity them ; and every thing - 
that: is propoſed to him, thrives rhe ket 
for their ſakes, if he believes they are concer- 
ned init; which was given by all at Roxze, as. 
.therrue reaſon of the cold ufage that the. Am - 
baſſador of E. found there. Indeed the Pope - 
is not ſingular in the hard thoughts- 
he has of that Order : I never ſaw an Indiffe- 
rent man in all 7taly, that was of another mind: 
they do generally look upon them as a Cove-- 
tous, Fraudulent, Intriguing, . and turbulent: 
fortof people ; 'who can never; be ar quier,..un- - 
- Jeſs they rezgy : who are men of no Morals: 
that will ſtick at nothing that may taiſe the: 
Wealth and. Power of ' their: Orders and at: 
Ruxze they do.not ſtick to ſay, that all ithe cons. 
| WP CErti 
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eerns of the Rowan Catholick Rel: gio muſt 
needs miſcarry iti Ebecauſe the Ze] urtes are>{o 
much in'creditrhere. © And .indeed. the Extra- 
vagantly vain Letters that they write to: Rome 
out of Ezxglazd, are ſuch contextures' of Le- 
gens,” that ever (ince I faw them, T know what 
value I ought to put on rheir Lerters that. come 
from the Tzazes and other remote Countrys ; 
| tor whenthey rake ſo great a Liberty when the 
Falſchood 'is fo cafily fonnd out, what muſt 
we think 'of the Relations that come from 
places at {yeh a diſtance, that they may lie with 
more-aſſurance and lefs hazard of diſcovery. . 
Fhe Letter 'that was writ in February laſt 
from Lzege ro the Jeſuites. at Friburg, of which 
ſa-many Copres were given, ' that it got to the 
Pref arc lat, was a good Inſtance of their Va- 
ity, and of the ſmall regard that they have 
to a Prixce, that hasas they give out, ſo much 
for them.” | Their repreſenting the "King, as 
{fo concerned in the Ipt-refts- of. their Order .; 
thar he eſpoufed them all 'as if they were his 
own, that he was now become a- Sox of the 
Socrety,, and that he was received into a com- 
munication of the Merits ot the Order, (tho 
2 ſhare in their Treaſure vro1 Earth were a 
much more conſiderable thing, than of their 
Treaſure thar is Inviſible,” Their {etting out 
he K1rgs. Zeal for their Relig1om, in ſuch high 
terms, that they ſay he 1s reſolved to dic a 
HAartyr rather than noxxo ſucceed in his de- 
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a fignof changing the Religion, and converting 


the'Nation: and this at a time when the Kg 
was:ideclaring himſelt ſo much for Liberty of 
Conjcience: and their affirming that the Krzg 
is . become bigotred to- ſo high a degree, as to 
refuſe to 4ufter a Prieſt to kneel down and do 
the duty 'ot a Sahjedt in kitting his Hand, 
and to:tell him, that he himfelf ought rather to 
kneel down, and to kiſs his Hands: all theſe 
are ſuch Extravagant ſtrains, that by the 


boldneſs: of them ir is Evident, that they were 


writ by a Zejutte, and my Copy came ro me 
from ſo good a hand, and fo near the ſource, 
that how many- Falſehoods ſoeyver may be 
inthat- Letter, I can ailure you, it is no Im- 
poſture, but was really writ by thoſe of Liege. 
: Ina word, all the Rowazs have {o very 111 
an Opinion of the Fejuttes, that as ſoon as any. 
piece of News comes from Ezgland, that. 1s 
not favourable ro their Affairs, one finds all, 
from the higheſt ro the lowelt, agree in rh 
ſame ſhort reflection 5 Thus :t 11ſt ever be, 
where . the Feſuites have [uch a ſhare 1a the 
Councils. A man long practiſe] in the Court 
of Roxze, told me. it was impoſhble it could be 
otherwiſe, for all the chict men of that Or: 
der are kept tcaching in their Schools, rill 


-tacy are almoſt forty years of age ; and. by 


that means - Pedantry, a aiſpuratious and 
Imperious hum wr, and 2 pcevith littdeneſs . 
oi foal, becom:s. natural io tiiem,_ ſo thar an 
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Eminent man- here ſaid tome, 7t was Impej- 
fable that matters could go better_than'” they dtd 
in E. as long as the Morals ani the Politicks 
of the Jeſuires, and the Underſtandings. ani 
Courage of the Iriſh; were ſo much re- 
lied on. 

But beſides all theſe General Confidera- 
tions, there are {ome things ia the Conſtitu- 
tion of the -Order of the 7Jeſuttes that pive 
thoſe at Roxze reaſon enough to be on their 
Guard againſt them. 'I here are two things 
peculiar to this Urder that makes it very for- 
midable; the one is, that thoſe who have 
made the fourth vow are capable of no Pre- yy, whi 
ferment, unleſs it be ro be Cardzzals, and qi {lf 
then they are: indeed capable of Brſhofpricks. hiſungener 
In moft of the other Orders, every man has his. jraion d 
own private Incereft , and his particular hd 10 C 
views ; ſo that they are not always. looking heat 
aftcr- the concerns of their Order. Buta whe oxy! 
Teſaite can: receive no Honour bur from: his qyyanthe 
Order,, therefo re he Conſecrates himſelf tro hike oth 
it, and advances the [atereſts of the Soczety . tid 2 
with al] poſuble zeal, knowing that there 
8 no other way letr him to advance his awn 
Tatereſts, but this. So that Hope being: one 
of the great Springs of humane Nature, a 
Feſuits, who hopes for nothing but from his: 
Order, nauſt be extreamly deyored ro:it.. Be- 
fides this, a 7eſarte tears nothing but. from 
his Order,:: They have not. a Cardinal Pro- 

tecior, 
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tefor, as the other Orders hayc, to whom 
an Appeal lies from the ſentence of the Ge- 
zeral of the Order : but the Zeſuites are a body 
more ſhut up within themſelves; for the 
fenrence of the Gereral is definitive, and can 
never be reviewed, no Appeal lying from it: 
whenloever a Pope comes that dares mortify 
them, he will open a way for Appeals, for 
till that is done, the General of the Zeſwits is 
the moſt Abſulute and rhe moſt Arbitrar 
Soveraign that is in the World. - 

All theſe things concur ro Unite almoſt 
all the ſeveral Intereflis in Rome avainſt this 
Society, which yer 1s {ſtrong enough to: ſtp- 
port 1t -{elf againſt them all : they have the 
Mtifſhon generally in their hands ; for the Con- 
gregation de Propaganda, pays a {mall- pen- 
fion of 20 Crowns to all the Secular Prieſts 
thatare on the 7)/zſioz, whereas the 7eſurtes 
bear the expences of their own Miſſionaries, 
ro whom they allow an 100 Crowys a year : & 
{o thoſe of the Propagaraa being willing to be 
eaſed of a charge, accept of the Mriſſuorartes 
that the 7eſuttes offer them : and they find 
their account in this. Their Meſſonaries are 
powerfully recommended, ſo they are quickly 
received into Families, eſpecially where there 
are: young children to be bred up, or Eſtates 

_ . to be managed: for in theſe two lics their 
ſtrength : but they never forget their Order, 
tor which they are as ſo many Fattors every 

5 bÞ wheres 
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where: and they draw vaſt Preſents from:aH 
places to the Houſe that returns them their 
Appointments ; whereas the poor Secular Preeſt 
muſt make a ſhift to live out of the ſmall al- 
lowance that he has from the - Congregation 
de Propaganda fide, and out of what he can 
raiſe by his Maſſes. Therefore there is nothing 
that they deſire ſo much ; as to ſee Proteſtant 
States that givea Tolerance to Popery, grow 
once ſo wiſeas to ſhur outall che Regulars, and 
above all the Zeſwits ; and to admit none but 
Secular Prieſts : tor the former, as they are 
ſo many Agents, to return all the wealth thar 
they can pottibly draw together, to the houſe 
to which they belong, lo they are united to- 
gether in one Body, under a moſt ſtrict O- 
\ bedience to their Gez-ral, which may be-as 
great a prejudice to the Peace and Secariry: of 
a Country, as the other 1s to its Wealth ani 
Abundance: on the other hand, the Secular 
Prieſts are generally good natured men,. who 
are only {ubjeCt to their Byſhop, and that hayc 
- no deſigns upon the Government, nor the Con- 
cerns of any Houſe that is in Forreizgn Parts 
lying upon them : ſo that ſince thoſe of that 
Communion have che full exerciſe and all rhe 
Conſolation .of their. Religion: from Secular 
Prieſts, even taole in Rowe it {elf wonder at the 
Error of Proteſtaat States, -who have not 
Learned -long ago to make this difference in 
the Tolcration that they allow: And one ge 
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\ has(becn almoſt 50. years in the moſt refined 
prattices of the Court of Roxve, ſaid to me 
with. a very {ſenſible concern, how happy 
would we here reckon our ſerves, if we 
could hawe a Toleration of our Religion allow- 

U ed in England, tho 2t were with an Eter- 
wal Exclujun of all Regulars and Feſuites? and 

added; that it he ſaw good grounds for ma. 

king ir, he himſelf would go and carry the 

Propoſition 'to thole of the Propagan- 

aa. 

And now 1 am ſure, I have rambled over 
agreat Varicty of matter, and have made 
a: ſhift to bring in ro one place or other 
of this Letter, a grcat many particulars, 
that I - could have hardly brought out in an 
exaancis of Method, without a much grea- 
rer.compals of words, and a greater ſlifneſs of 
form : but I thought it was more natural, and 
by conſequence, that it would be more accep- 
d mar table royou, to make them follow one ano- 
and tha ther, in an caſy and unforced contexture. I 
nor thel have diſcouried- all theſe matrers ofren over 
Fm = and over again ſince 1 came into 7aly: bur 
hy di Lhaveread very little concerning them ; there- 
dead dls fore. there may be many tkings here, that 
fon +1--mention | becaule they: were new to me, 
fond 00 that :pcrhiaps 'are no nevs to thoſe that are 
rm much more Learned than my (elf. I have told 
«min "yOu all-thar |. could gather upon theſe ſut- 
Ade 3<Qts from. the: wiſelt. and worthieſt men 
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I found here : I have wric of all matters 
freely to- you, becauſe I am ina Country 
where freedom of diſcourſe, in matters of 
State eſpecially, is practiſed in its utmoſt 
Enrent. 

I have yet matter for another long letter, 
in which the matters of Rel:gi19 will have 
no ſhare; for I will end all theſe in this: 
and therefore there is one piece of the Swuper- 
Hition of Lombardy, that aftected me too {en- 
ſibly, not to lead me to beſtow a ſeyere cen- 
ſure upon it. I went through that Coun- 
try in Ofober and Newember, and was often 
in great diſtreſs, becauſe it- was not poflible 
to find a Giaſs of ime, that could be drunk, 
all being either dead or ſour. Art Parma. T. 
waited on an Eminent Perſoz, and lamented 
to him the miſery of Travalleys, ſince no 
Wtze was to be found that could be drunk : 
he told me, the Natzwves felt this much more 
{ſenſibly than Strangers did, with whom*it 
was {oon oyer, but they were condemned 
to ſuffer that every year; and tho he himſelf 
had Yrzeyards, that produced much more 
Wine than he could conſume, yer he conld 
nt be Maſter of a gopd Glaſs of F/1ze, for a 
great many Mozths of the vear ; ſince all _ 
the peple were poſſeſſed with this Superſtition, 
that it vas Indiſpenſably neceſſary to mix it. 
with Fater in the Cask, that by. this means- 

_ it. drunk dead. or [our for fo greata part of the 
VERT -: 
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ear; and all that could be {aid could not bear 
this out of the heads of thoſe that drefled their 
Wine ::but he added, that the Prieſts, who con- 
firmed the wulgar in this Conceit, had found 
a Deviceto excuſe their own 7/1e from this 
hard fate : for they ſaid, it muſtneeds be kept 
unmixcd {ſince in the Sacrament the 11ze mult 
be pure, and .is then only ro be mixed with 
Hater ; and thus in all their Cel/ars good Wrne 
i1sto be found, where there is not a drop any 
where elſe that can be drunk : one would think. 
that this is to abuſe the Weakneſs and Credu- 
lity. of the People, a- little too groſly, when 
they-condemn all the [arty to drink ill Mine, 
whereas they themſelves drink it pure, which 
is -felr more ſenfibly by the Lazty, than 'the 
depriving them of the Chalice, and the-en- 
roſhng it to the Prieſt in the Sacramept: 
Yet the Exciſe that is laid on the ze in 
Florence, has taught the Inhabitants a point 
of Wiſdom, that thoſe on the other {ide of 
the Appentzs are not capable of ; for the 
Exciſe being raiſed upon all their 1:e, the 
People who have no mind topay Excz/e for 
Water, keep their Yize pure, ſo perhaps 
ſome ſuch ſeverity in the Government in 
Lombardy, may likewiſe reform them in this 
piece- of ablurd Syperſtitzoz, which I felt too 
ſenſibly with all the effects that naturally fol- 
low the drinking of ſour Liquor, not to infiſt 
upon it with ſome more than ordinary cone 


Cern. 
But 
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| But finee I am upon the point, of the 195 © 
that the Converts have to live eafy, I will end 
this Letter with an account of a Houſe, - that” 
was very- Extraordinary, which 1 ſaw in my- 
_ way to 7taly thro* Bavaria; Etel, an Abby 
of Benedittin:s, that by its Foundation 'is 


bound only to maintain an Abboe and 25 
Anks. It was founded by Lezi: Duke of 


Bavaria, that was Emperor : the Building 
19 not anſwerable to the Endowment, which- 
1s ſo vaſt, that they keep a ſtable of 150 Horſes,” 


which is indeed one of the beſt in Germany, 
the Horſes are of great value, and well kept: 
they hunt perpetually, and live in as great an 
abundance of all things as the D:ike of Ba- 
v4ris himſelf can do ; and yet theſe are 
Religious Men, that are dead to the World. 


1-cannort forget to tell you a very beau-- 


tifully . diverſified Proſpe# that we .had: as 


Bugo, alittle Town in the Hills of Trent, as 
we looked out at Window, we ſaw before 


us a lovely Aeadow in all the Beauty and 
Pride of the Month of 2Lty : a little beyond 


that was a ri'1ng Bazk; all covered over with - 
Trees in their full Verdure: beyond that the 
ground riſes higher, and the Trees had: not: 
yet-put out their Leaves, and things lookt: 
dead and dry, as after Harveſt: and beyond:that- 


there was a huye Hill, all covered. on the top 


with Snow - ſothat where we faw. in one pro-: 
ſpeCt all the ſeaſons of the Year : upon .which;: 


One 
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* onegof .the Conipany made this RefleCtion, 
ily that.if. any Paznter ſhould in one Laraskep 3 


mixall theſe things, that were then in our 
Eye, he would be thought a Man of an Irre- 
gular Fancy, whoſe deſigns did not agree with 
Nature z -and yet we had them all then before 
us.. I will make no Excuſes nor Compliments: 
for thoſe things do not mend matters, and 
therefore] ſend you my Letter, ſuch at it 15, 
juſt as it as grown under my Pen : and;ſo .A- 


E dieu, | 


l bk. <4 1 


th. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


|| find I have forgot to mention one very ex- 
travagant piece of Devotion, to which [ 
was a Witneſs at Roe, on the 17th of January 
which is St. Anthony's day, that was the great , 
Father of the Monaſtick Orders, whoſe Life 
1s pretended to be writ by St. Athanaſe; all Hor- 
ſes and*other Beaſts of Burden are believed to 
be in an eſpecial manner under hjs ProteC:onr : 
and'the Monks of his Order, have a Houſe 
near St. Maria Maggiore ; thither all the ZHor- 
ſes, *M-lets and Aﬀes of Rome, and all round 
the-Zzry, are brought that day to the' door of 
the Chwrch,, where ſome Monks ſtand with a 
Broom'in Holy Water, and ſprinkle it upon 
them *all': many Dogs and Lambs, and Pn 
Id. >» | , favo- 
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favorite Arials, are alſo brought to ſhare 
in this Aſperſfioz : which is believed to have a 
moſt ſpecial vertue : the force of this hallow- 
' INg 1s believed to be ſuch, that if any ſhould 
fail to bring his Horſes thither, all the Nejgh- 
bourhood would look on thoſe that have no 
Portion in it, as accurſed Azimals, upon 
whom ſome unlucky Accident were hanging ; 
which is ſo firmly believed, that none would 
hire a Horſe or a ulet, that had not been' ſo 


ſprinkled. So that from the Popes Horſes * ; 


down to the pooreſt Man in Rome, all are 
brought thither ; but this is-not all, the pro- 
fitable part of this piece of Folly is, - that every 
one brings a Preſent ; the richer ſort ſend 
Purſes of A4oney; ſome give great Wax - 
Lights, all ſtuck full of Teſtons (a 'piece' of 
20 Pence ) the Poor bring either ſmaller pie- 
ces of Money, or Preſents of. Wine, Oyl, 
Bread, or ſuch things as they can afford :* but 
in a Word, no Man comes empty; ſo that 
this is the Market-day of thoſe Zfonks, in 
which for ſome Gallons of Water and Salt, 
they- get more Preſents, than would ſerve 
to maintain them for ſeven Years : they quick- 
ly -ccnvert all that is- not neceſlary- .for 
them into Money ; and by this means they 
are vaſtly rich. When I ſaw all this, 1 
could not but think that Men muſt become 
firſt Beaſts themſelves, before things of this 
kind could paſs ypon them - but ſince Ly 
adde 
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Mi h% added: this in a:Poſt/cripe, rather than givemy 
"Kd th; felf the trouble ro make it come in pertinent- 
id; 1y.into my Letter I will add another particular 

4 -that.is writ me from Rome the ſixth of Ofto- 
ber 1687. - FORE. LS | 

1 am toldz:that Men are now more puzled 
in their thoughts with'Relation to the Buſineſs 

of Moline than ever. It was viſible that his 
Abjuration. was only a pretended thing ; for 

in effect he has. abjured nothing - his party be- 

; lieve,: that they are very numerous, not- only 
in Rome, Italy, Spain, and France, and in' all 

vn Theſe -parts of the World, but that they 
have many followers even in Anerica 1t ſelf; 
one: fees now in almoſt al the Churches in 
Rome ſome of them Praying in Corners, with 
their -Hands and Eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
fralley and all in Tears and Sighs; which is no 
(| {mall Trouble to thoſe who thought they had 
quite routed them : bnt find they are not fo 
much quaſht as it was thought they would 
have been by the mock Iriumph: that was 
made upon Afo/inos, Nor do they believea 
word of thoſe Reports that are ſpread of his 
Leudneſs: they ſay, there was no Proof ever 
brought ef it ; and that there are many thou- 
ſands in Rome of both Sexes, that converſed 
much with him, who have all poſſible reaſon to 
conclude, that all thefe Stories that were 
given out concerning him, are impudent Ca- 
lumnies, fet about only to blaſt Z;»z and his 


Dos 
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Dotrine : and the Truth is, this ſeems to be 
much confirmed by the B.# that condemns 
his Books, and his Dof#rine; in. which .no 
mention 1s made of his il] Life and Hypocriſy, 
which had been very probably done if. :the 
matter had been well provet : ſince this would 
not only have ſatisfied ' People, with relation 


to him, but would have very much Confirm- mi?) 


ed the Accuſations of thoſe horrid Opinions 
that are laid to+ his Charge, Which had ap- 
peared-with much more: Evidence, if it had 
been found that his Life had agreed-. with 
thoſe Ternets : for though it had not been a juſt 
Inference to conclude him guilty of thoſe 
things, becauſe they were charged. on him in 
the Buf, yet one may reckon it almoſt a ſure 
Inference, that he is not guilty of them;ſfince the. 
Bull does not tax him for them. 


Concerning ſome off the 


"STATES | 


ITALY: 


And of their ſi_ Intereſt < 
Policy. 


SIR, 


Threw into my former Letter, all thoſe 
| [| general Ke/le&5on3 on the State of Re- 
| {zgi0n, and the Maxims of the Romans , 
concerning it, that I could gather 
together during my Stay at Rome. Now I 
quit that Subjeft, and ſhall at preſent 
En- 
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entertain you with ſome Political Obſervats- 


015, Which will be fo much the more accepta-' 


ble, becauſe I fancy they will be new to 
—_—.:. Ik Þ 


you an account of a very curious 'Salt-work, 


Francfort. Tt belongs to Mr. alapert, and 
has been wrought above 60 Years; but the 


worth, fo he is very Mpenious, and has 
much perſected that, which was managed at-a 


much greater Expence before he undertook it. 
| There riſes at the foot of ſome little His, 
which produce a very good Wine, a Spring 


of Water, that is ſo very little Brackiſh to the 
taſte, that oge-will hard{4 think it poſſible to 
fetch much Salt out of it; yet it has ſuch a 
taſte of Salt, that there was room for Induſtry 


to prepare this Water, ſo that without fuch an: 


Expence in Fire as ſhould! eat out the profit , 
it might turn to a good account; which Mr. 
Malapert ſeems to have carried as far. as ..1s 
poſſible. The Meadow that lies in the ' Levil 

with this Spring, - is impregnate with . Sal:, 
Iron, Nitre and Sulphar : but Salt is that 
' which prevails : Firſt then, a Piimp is'pat up- 
on this Spring, which'is managed by a Water- 
mill,” and rhirows up the Water 'about- fifteen 


Foot high ; and then.it goes by. a Pipe into- 


vaſt Zachinss, that ate made to receive it. - 
5 There 


\ But before I go o far as Italy, 1 will give 


preſent Maſter: of ir, as hefis a Man of: great 
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Wind Ogg. | There is a great piece of ground Incloſed, 


Te 
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| upon which ſome that manage the work, are 
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in which therc are 24 vaſt Cheſts or Ciſterns for 
the. Vater, in- two ſtorzes, I2 in a ſtory, the 


**2) one juſt oyer the other; they are about ſeverty 


foot long, twelve broad, and tyo deep; over 
every one of theſe, . there is a root of boards, 
ſupported by woeden Pillars, of 12 foot high 


w which coyers them from Razz-water, but yer 


the water within them is in a full expoſition 
to the Sun ; thoſe roofs arc hung with ſtraw, 


often throwing up the Mater, ſo that a' great 
deal of the pblegwre is Imbibed by the Straw, 
and the more fixed parts fall down : according 


| to the heat of the Seaſon, this Evaporation of 


the watry- parts,goes quicker or ſlower ; there 
is a Gage, by which they Y/egh the Water, 
and fo they know how . the Evaporation 
advances; itis of Ser, and is ſo made, -that 
according to the weight of the ater, it {inks 
in 1t to juch a depth ; & ſo by the degrees markt 
upon it, they know how heavy the Mater is: 
according then to the heat of the ſeaſon, and 
the progreſs of the Evaporation, they let the 
Water out of one Ciſterx into another, by a 
Pipe, and when it has paſt rhr& the 12 that are1n 
the upper ſtory, then ir is conveyed down by 
P:pes into the 12 that are below, and in them 
all they continue ſtill to throw up the water 
upon the Withs of Straw, that are oyer head. 
Ina word, this ETaforation diſcharges the 
G Water 
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Water of ſomuch of 'its Phlego, that'the ſame Ley 
KJuantity of water, thar weighed bne Vouice rod! ; 
when it was drawn {rom the Spring, weighs 5 Dn 
{1x ounces 1n tnis laſt Chet : and all thisrolling le 
about of the Water from Cheſt to Cheſt laſts). 
 ſometmes not' above twenty days ; | but if J' = 
- the ſeaſon is only moderately hor, it will be." 
- longer a doing ; ſometimes it will not 'be done. Mu" 
- ina months time: after that the Water is Þ that 
' brought ro a very conſiderable degree uf Salt- % elp 
' eſs, it 1s conveyed into two great Ganldrons, '%* 
-* thar arc 1} foot long,ten broad,&'32 deep; tn- + bt 
- der which there are vaſt Furnaces, whetein a alt 
moſt violens Fireof 11 or 12 hours continiance, Wy 
the Water receives its laſt Evaporation: & when as 
that is done, the Salt which is become thick, M6 
but is ſtill moiſt, is taken up in Bakers of © {ww 
Wi:lows, and placed about the wall of © the + ground 
Furnace: and fo thehumidiry that remains in '0# 
it drops our, and it is brought to its laſt degree » ſmh 
of perfeftion : out of it, a Tyth is payed; of » thany\ 
which the Ele&or of Ments has one half; *and * tam, 
the C:ty of Francfort the other. This 'Salt is | very\l 
exceeding, goed and pleaſant ro the raſt. Ir | {enhbk 
1s much folider and more like the Portugal :\theak 
Salt, than like our Newcaſtle ſalt. It fer- 1'akmt 
veth very well all the uſes of the Kztchey, bl q 
and Table: but it has not ſtrength enongh to! 194zu 
preſerve things long. There are vaſt quanti- ll yo 
tics made of it in hot and dry Summers : for | but wi 
the Cyefts are always kept fall : and thus all | wade 


Framn- + 
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E og k:-Prautenia is furniffied with Salt of its own 
1 My. produion: at very m:derate. rates ; for there 
Ws +jis 40 great a-leflening of rhe Expence of the 
Neg fire by this conveyance of the water trough fo 
0H: many Cheſts, that. ic is afforded very cheap. 
j #4; T-his I chought..deleryed well thar I ſhould 
! I, tHhilkIncerrupt the carneſti.eſs in which you be, -to 
. Flint; :thear what I have.to. te}l you concerning [taly, 
A Ur Fay.: f{o-that1 hope mpg not be 111. pleaſed with 
© dnvill ©/ it, eſpecially if your. curioſity after: the Hiſto- 
al (i 4: 370k Nature 18. As great aS.It Was... , 
0&5; 2 . Lnawsgo.over in.one ftep all the 7ourney 
Me, wht 41- that T made fronthence ro Traly, which is cer- 
WU --ramly.the þreheft. {cituated Countty 11 Exrope : * 
Worationie +-* for:as the Kh122-ant Danube, thar. riſe in'the 
IS deconeg © © Hpes,. and run. down ' ro the Ocean. and the 
Ip in Bak —- Euxsre,..ſhews you that all that tract or 
the wall ©. ground to thoic: Scas is a conſtant detcent, 
that mp +;-+40 when-one comes tothe Al/es, either on the 
tis lik ++ Fremhior on the Germayp 11:4c, he 1s a gica: 
Wnt + ahany. days in- climbing up thule vaſt aagun- 
F one bull --- rarns, but the deſcent . on the [talan. tide is 
rt They © - very-Inconf{iderable. . "This appcars., yet naore 
ihe nf - -ſenfible when one comes from Tar;z, where 
the oh -\the aſcent. up Mount Sexzce is but a work of 
IL {& bt © atew: hours: .and-yer trum the height of char 
of the fuk ++ + bad, one is:in a: conſtant; deicent-ril he comes 
oh ampht (4 £02 Z2035;} 1 will nor carry you about 7raly, to | 
ae da +110] you he remarkable things thar are there; 
Cn; {+ bur will only tell. . you ſome. payticulars that. 
F a(ths/ {5 amadethe greatcir lmprethon-01 my {elt,; and 
fr A EW - which 
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of this place, makes it yet much more:conhide- 


rable than it 4s in it ſelf ; for as ic lies.;an the 
neighbourhcod of the Principalities of .Paxma 
and Modeps, and is not far frem.:the. Popes. 
Territory, fo if 'this place is Maſter:icf, the; Po, 
by croſſing it, the detachments .that May. be 
{ent out-from ir are not only in'the-Texr ory 

Ww 


i the hi 


m0"pa to 
dt State's ſo 


of Maptua, but they may be alſo ina vety tc 
hours bork- inthe AMzlaneſe andiio the;Jerc- 
#14, Dominion ; io that Gx:ſtale.in ſome reſpect 
may be eſteemed the Cepter of all the Stages of 
Lombardy. The. Duke. .of - Mantua..marricd - an ys 
the Daughter of .the, laſt,Duke *of \ nahi Metin 
who died in the year 160. and his . Neg ep li 

| Don V, & taſtaro Gontara, -who, 95; A 
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th Womb ſervice, was acknowledged to be 


In of tg £4rned 5, for one came to him from the ComrF” 
wfhla: of France, tO let him Know ; that that Great 
/-: K7zg. could not be wanting to his Ally the 
tal, ns Duke of Mantus, to whom Guaitale be- 
longed" "of right, his Dutcheſs being the. 
Daughter and Hetr of. the late Duke, and that 
t;;erctore ſ{incc he had n{urped the juſt right 
of ayorher, the Frenx:h King warned him, that 
 1t he did nor withdraw of his own accord, he 
- would give order to put the D. of Mantua in 
poſſellion. It 'was to no purpole to argue 
againſt all this, and to ſhew rhe Meſſenger 
thar Guaſtile was a Fee intailed on the Herr 
ale, of which there had never bcen the leaſt 
diſpute : But reaſons taken from the equity 
of the thing, are ſeldom thought ſtrong 
enouga to hold [the ballance againſt reaſons 
bf State: ſo rhe poor Prince being in no Cone 
dition to reſiſt ſo poweriul an Enemy, was 
fofcel_to' abandon | his Right, and ro with- 
draw, and" he was apain. cntertained by the 
'Spantards. For tho' there was a ſoit of a for- 
-tfication calt about Ganftile Fo or ' 60 year 
ag", ycr as that was at b:{t an Jnco-:{idera» 
ble deience, ſo eyen that was now quite rui- 


G 3 ned. 
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ned. Upon his retiring there -camc a detach tj, 00 


ment of Jo Men from C:/ale, who' took poſ-./ v} 
{eſfion cf -G-aſtale, and continue there to, this.. 


" 


glegon 


day : but'this bad been no great matter, if it.!; ex 4 


had not ' gone further: 


ſome years paſſed; o3J 


after. the new Duke was driven away before - 6 fail iy 
theruc deſign of this matter appeared. The. yipdble 


world was firſt to be Jaid to flcep. The Town: 
ir {elt 1s compoſed ot abour fix or ſever thou-" 
ſand [zha'itapts ; and io the ſmall Garrsſoz in. 


- 
* 


it ſeemed of . no gicar Conſequence, and. was. 
rather an Advantage than a prejudice” to'the 


ie (eenns £30 
vFenet4an, 

"them 
5 oe at C0 
q (this, 0 


Tory; they were kept. in.very good order;and* eg it 


they pryed punQually for cyery thing t 
they called for : only, they brought rhe . Tack in- 
to the Mcthod of a Garriſon for all muſt comme 
in and go out ef-che Tory onlv .at one 'Gate: 

But in the beginning of the year 1686. the 
myſtery of this matter begun, to appear: for 
Mr. ds Pleſſs, a French Engineer,” came 
thicher, under the pretence of repairing the 
old Fortsfications, 'and deſigned. a Noble and a 
Regular Fortification : Iris tobe a Hexazgne, 
with all neceſſary Out-works ;z and there” is: a 
great Splanade that is to be made round the 
place, and all the houſes or trees that are with- 
in a -confiderable diſtance are. to . be' beat 
down. In a word, the defign is. great; and will 
be executed in all the exa :inefs of the' odery 
Fortifcation ; ſo thar the advantage of the 
fituation, will make it the moſt ' es 
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4 dug PIAce of Italy, and that which will bridle all 
Ie wi; triburion upon every occaſion. The Works 
m.7; were begun in April 1686, and ever ſince they 


istrue, all this is carried on in the name of 
the P. of Mantua: but it is as certain, that 
thoir lies ſo near him, he has neyer been ar. 
the pains to go and {ect : It has never been 
{a'much as once. conſidered by his Conncit; nor 
is his Rewerye in {uch a condition as to bear 
ſuch an encreaſe of Expence : and yer it paſles 
amo:g the people there, that this is a grear. 
ſtrength, that is tro be made to keep the Frezch. 
out of 7talyz and ſome Prze&s thar are corrup- 
ted to Terve the French 1nterefs promote this 
Fiction. If the Vexetians look on ill this 1s fi- 
niſhed, they will do very well to aſſure them- 
ſelves of their new Conqueſts in the Morea, 
for their Antient ones in the Terra jms of 
Htaly will probably fail them very quickly. 
* All thoſe of the Terretory, who know well 
that their Prixces name is only made uie of, 
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for the fortyſy:izg this place, look on' with 
great regret, while they ſee a Wot:k advan- 
Cing ſo faſt, that is to-be a C:tadel upon all their | 
Countrey :, of which an Ancient Perſon of Buy- 
Taty,.that is there {poke ro: me with: ſo much 
tecling, that he could hardly forbear weeping, wht | 
when he ſhewed me that Yoak of Slavery 'un- F 
der which they were falling. I ſaw, during WF 
my ſtay in Maztua, how-much all the ſenlible #" 
pceoplethere, are concerned to (ce their Price WW? 
deliver himſelf up ſo blindly to the French Ty- W 
tereſis: they told me, that ſince his chilthood 
he has been {o beſet with the Inſtruments and 
Agents of that Court, that his Inclinations © for 
them are become as another nature in him: he 
was not out of Childhaovd, when almoſt all 
his DomeSticks, and his maſters, both for Lay. KY 
guages and Armes, were furniſhed him-from Vaquis0 
rher.ce. His putting Czfale in the. hands of bibeis 
rhat Monarch, was one good Evidence, and WW! 
now the buſineſs -of Guaſtale is anovher, to AI 
| ſhew that they have gained ſuch an Aſcendanr our, 
ovcr his Spirit, arid have Infinuated them- Aw vi 
ſelves ſo much into him; in all choſe fatal mtrnhadt 
hours of Liberty which he allows himſelf, chat uw ie 
it is not thought he will ſtick at any thing thar wWngur 
they demand of him, unleſs it be ar his 6wn = tn 
going into Fraxcez to which he has-«been hn. 
much ſolicited : bur 1t isnot f:» much asdoubt- jdklly 
ed, thar if he goes once into that Couztrey, miv|] 
he will reycr.come ont of it again: So he'is Uving 
uo; nor Y 
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nawlike:o-be wrought! on .fo. farz and if it 
wekernot for ſome ſuch apprehenſion, it is 
likes crough that - he might undertake ' the: 
Jofr ev. 'tor ne does not love ſtaying in hs - 


Proxe ipulity - {o well, bur takes 'pleafure to : 


ramble about; and-he deveſts himſelf often . 
of the-Ceremonies -of his Greatneſs, that ſo he : 
may. take. a freer career in' thole Exerci-- 
ſes: i;:that: he lcves berter than his Afﬀazrs :- 


anda: Prince, whole Reverue 1s none oi the 


greateſt, aa whole expericeis often Irregular, . 


who has an active Ex. oy. always near him, . 


and who is ever. ready to furniſh him with: 


Money, fails naturally into -a great dependence : 


on TNnat Court. * 

- Ofthisa- very Extraordinary Inſtance -ap-- 
pea'ed not-long ago, in the Diſgrace ot rhe : 
Marquiſles-o' ' Cannmofſe and Pallort: : the: firlt 


.of-cheſc is his Kiama, and has ferved him : 


now for many ycats, with as - much. Fide- | 
liry: as AﬀeCtion; - the ſeco 'd was Captarnot 


his Guaras, and Gor. rnaur- of the Caltleof: 


Mantua wiich comm: ids the Town. Theſe : 
then had tie Courage as well as-the Fidelity, - 
to lay beiore Fim the Ruin that he was like - 
to bring upon himſelt as well as upon all 7taly, + 
by -eivering himſelf up fo intirely to the - 
French. Councils, and by putting them . firſt 
-1n polletion of Guafale, and now: ſuffering * 


.them ro Fortsfy it, which was in cffe&the. 
delivering up. of bis Prixcipality, and-.of all. 


G5 his. 


© x -%Y 
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his People 0 them ; ' who-looked 'upon them” 
ſzlves as brought already under a Forreghy 


Yoke: they alſo repreſented -to him' the datj- 
ger of having almoſt no other Dozeſtecks *biit 
Frenchmen (about hira, who were all as fo 
many Sp:es upon him, and upoit all that were 
near him, and that wete yery exatt in giving 
.the Fremch Exvoy Mr. Baumbeauan account 
of eyery thing that he cither ſaid or did. Theſe 
Demonſtrances made ſome Impreſſions on the 
D:k-, and he promiſed to them to 'find out 


an cfietual Remedy - to all 
But this was nor a ſecret very 


and Spzes find out every thing; and iris poſhble 


that they who gave the Duke 


thoſe Evils + 
long; More 


theſe faithful 


Advices might have becn cng: g*d roir, either 


by ſome Inftruments of rhe Court of Spar, 


- or of the Republick of Yexrce : 
of this is rot known, tur rhe 


madca ſhift t: charge them ſo heavily, 'that 
he got them both to be mate clule Prifoncys ; 


ver the tran 
French Envoy 


in this conditica they were when was at 


Maztua, ard no body durit fo r:uch as men- 


tion their Names, much leſs 
them. 

m their own Downnons, ani! 
livered from all the bonds ci 


[:rexpole fot 


All the Prizccs of Ttaly, are as Abſolute 
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Taw, as ſotne 


greater K7zgs are, ſo their ſazjefs are at their 


Merey, both for their Liw:s , 
Eftates: and this is that ſrom w 


T e#berties and 
hich one may 
take 


jether; 21 


tat the Dil 
ikke Places 
20 {ke | 
ln; ye 
Val fl the 
lr (x (it 
Wathers » 

kt4d dong 


hah. Spi 


1 
theſe Carhf 
Otdit, ate 
it of Vter 
vet the tra: 
Fra Em 
bearily, tiz 
Ye Þ; for 
| M1 nag 
puck 16m 
nterpole i 


> as Aut 
as mul (f 


I areatut 
herts 1 and 
Ch 06 0 

2K 


p, a 


Policy 4d Intereſts of ITALY. 15x 


take;a ſure meaſure of the weakneſs of 7raly. 
SubjeBs that retain ſtill all the due liberties of 
kumane nature, and that are not under an 
Arbitrary but 21Legal Government ; fight for 
themſelves, as well as for their Prince; bur if 
they are already as miſerable as- they can be, 
ſo that a change may perhaps put them in a 
better condition, but can hardly put them in a 
worſe, they will not much concern themſelyes 
in their Prinees Quarrel, {ince they only fight 
for the continuance, it not for the encreaſe of - 


their Slavery. 
But now to return to the Duke of Mantua; . 
the French Envoy has ſince that 'time *{tuck clo- 
ſer to him than ever ; he indeed waits always 
on him, ſometimes acting like an Officer of - 
his Houſhold , and at other times like the Go- - 
vernour of his Perſon: he made the tour of - 
Italy with him this year, and waited on him. - 
to Milan, Genoa, Florence, Rome, Naples + 
and Venice, where they paſſed the Carnaval -.' 
together: and he took a moſt particular care _ 
that the Duke ſhould meet with none in all - 
thoſe places, that might open his Eyes, ro 
let him !ce the r:113 that he is bringing upon 
bum ielt; YET © [en all, one of his Secretaries, 
had fil the (nEeprity "and Courage to give 
him (ch fait}-ful Ceonncels, as had been fatal 
toarhers : yet the Dyke uſed him better than 
he kad done the twwo Marg efſes: for tho the 
French Spies diſcovered him likewiſe, yer, 
nothing:+.2 


— 
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nothing could be done to butt him in*theE* 
Dukes good opinion, therefore it was refolve$? 
co take another method to tear ſo:tangerous 
a man from him ; ſothe being ſent to negortt-7 
ate ſome buſineſs at the Corre of Turin,was. of-: 
ten invited to go aHunting;which' he refiſted-for 
a great while, tho the French Ambaſſador-prefſ= V 
fed him much to it; at laſt he was :overcome;. . / 
-but his ſport was fatalto himy for he was 1ei- 
ſed on,and catried by a ſmall Parry. ſent:from 
 Pignarelas is believed. In: ſhort, he 1s. in'the 
| hands of the French, and i is faid- in Jraty; 
that he is clapt up in St. Margarite one - of the 
little Hlaras-in the Medtrerrancan Seas. This 
matter was at firſt highly reſented by the Duke; 
bur a litrle time will ſhew wherher the careſles 
__ "of the Cot of Fracce can ſoften him-in this. 
matter or not ;. for it- they can' lay him aſleep. 
afcer ſuch anAtrempr.thenall perſons will con- 
clude that he is ſo much in their power, that. 
" None will dare to rin the hazard of undeceiy- 
1mng him any more. Wn 
_ © Thoſe in the Mountferrat feel what a Neigh- 
| bour C«fa/is to them; that Imperious way 
' of procc<ding, without having any great re- 
 gardto Juſtice, or to ContraCts and Agree- 
ments, that is practiſed-in France , begins to 
be felt here likewiſe; of which many tmaller 
- Inſtarces were given me, but 1 will tell you 
two that were more remarkable z when the 
Garriſoz wasfirit ietled in C:if/al, thoſe ofthe 


Mount- 
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Afzmntferrat held the price.of their Corn (o high, 
ut hat-itwas hard co furniſh the Garriſon, witit 

| Bread:: ſo ſoine of  Pred+:omr-underriook ro ſJup-. 
ply chem for two years - at; 21: Liversthe Ri 
ron ,- and- the bargain-being. . made;,. . they. 
bought -in- great ſtores, . and fo they quickly 
fill-d: rheir Granaries ::vpon. this ſome in. the 
Mountferrat Canie and offered-to ſerye.thr Gars 
rifon - at- 14 L:vers, the Ration, upon which 
the other Baryain th made as ſare-as any 
fach - eontraQ-can-poſſi>ly be made, was broke;. 
2nd the undertzkers.wcre ruined .by it. [The 
other Srory-was,that- in oFr1: r..to . the. building 
the Forrsfications,, ſome Maſons made a bargain” 
at.32: Livers. ſuch a Meature, ſo they brovght 
together a great number. of Workmen, and 
were at- work ;..when others came and offered 
to-perform-the work 3! 28 Lrivers, for which 
the others had:32 Liver, only:they. demand- 
:ed a_conſiderable advance, fs the ft+it-. Bar- 
gain vas preſently-broken, to-the great lols of 
the U:.dertakers, but: the ſecond undertakers, 
. that-had Money-advanced them, found they had 
- made a- Birgain that was. coo hard; for them..to\ 
execute, ſo they ran away with: the Maney, 
&& 0d At, to the great joy. of the; Country. He that 
be bevinch | told\me this, ſaid,that. perhaps it ſurprized the 
wang fake © Ttalians, who were not yet: acquainted. with 
-fich-things 3 but nothing .of chat kind would 
ſeem extraordinary 42 France, which was.. ſo 
- much-accuſtomed go ſuch a 'way.of proceeding 


that 
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.that he gave me a paTticular account of. {> ji ie "90 
many, that he had reaſon to know well; as Fay 
would fill a Book, but. that which touched lint; 
him moſt ſenſibly, was the Foxds that was yin" 
made for an Eaſe: India. Company, to which the jyit hb 1a 
King gave in three Millions, with this poſitive ijght, heinf 
Aſſurance, that all the loſles and damage . of \ynitied9 
the Company ſhould fall on that Srock. . his ide 035 
was a great encouragement to draw;in Men.to jy 9 
put Money into the Stock, and the Cowrt ſet on 
the Project with ſo much Zeal, that Letters 
were writ to ali the great Bodies and Towns 
of Fraxce, that were confidered rather as 
"Commands than. Deſires ; yet after all were 
engaged, . upon the firſt occaſion the Kings 
three Millions were taken out of the ſtock, 
and the reſt were left to ſhift for themſelyes. 

But I muſt here give you an account of. a 
very extraordinary Tranſaction in the Court 
of Turin, which: is likewiſe thought an effe& 
of the Authority that the Councils of France. 
have likewiſe there. The Marqueſs de Pigreſſe 
the Son of him that fet on the Maſſacre of the wn his rect 
Preteſtants in the valleys of Piedmont 24 years tp how: 
ag0, was in great fayour with the late. Duke  \y ye'd 
of Savoy, but the war of Genoa milcarried fo ed 1nothe 
in his Hznds in the . year 1672, that the Duke atfrean 
could n<ver forgive him that matter ; of which " lan 
the Reſentments were ſo quick when he Vorken? 
died, that he left acharge on adam Royale, 


never. to forgive him, nor to. Imploy 
| him 


a "1 ' 
Ind Policy-and Intereſis of ITALY. 199 


kizn vo hinfy he upon his diſgrace retired into 
Mich WG France and was fo well entertained there, that 
Fo 1 hehadintereſt enorgh to procure a Recom- 
top rhendartion from the King to the Dutcheſs of 
Savoy in his favour; but her excuſe was ſo rea- 
fonable, being'*founded on the Orders ſhe 
had received from the Drke on his Death bed, 
Nay " that there was no reply-to be madeſto it ;, yet 
afterwards a Nephew of his, the Count XMaſſin, 
was fo happy in the Datcheſſes fayour, that he 
found he only wanted a Head as able as his 
Uacles was to ſupport him+in that Credit,which 
her favour gave him - and he was ſe much in 
the good graces of Mad. Royale, that he at laſt 
prevailed with her to bring his Uncle into the 
chief Miniſtry; he being certainly one of the 
ableft Men that belongs to that Court, and the 
pretence found to bring this about deccntly, 
was, that the Datchefs did ſecretly intimate 
to the Corrt of France, that ſhe found it ne- 
ceſlary to imploy the Marg. de Prancfſe, and 
therefore ſhe deſired that the King would res 
new his recommendation of him, which bein 
done, he was received inio the A/n:ſtry, 22 
had the chief ſtroke in all affsirs : he pla- 
ced another of his Nephews zbout the Duke 
and fitported him ſo that he got very far into 
his favour, ſo Mr. 4e Praxeſſe obſerving greet 
Diſorders in the Governwent, and a preat and 
vuſelefs Conſumption of the Revenue, he in. 
fructed his Nephew that was about the D:be 


i9 
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ſo well, that he enter:a:ned the. young Die 
often upon theſe Huals, who  wasinoty then 
15. vear old - he ſhewed 11n1 how his Coigrrey! 
was ruined by bis deothers i Conduct;"and 
was always fſuggeſtiy to him the Neceſſity 
of his aſſuming he Government, and” putting 
an end to. bis /others Regency, which j$4 


J 
diſcourſe to which all Perſons of that Age þ 


have:ſuch a natural inclination, that” it wis: 
no wonder-it both Uncle and Nephew + come 
to believe that the Þuk, hearkned ro 'the'iP-o; 
poſition - but che Duke thought it too thardy 
a ting to venture on it, without: conſtlring 
it with ſome. wiſer heads ; upon which Mi 
de Pianeſſes Nephew told him, that he would 
bring his Uncle co him, who would condaft 
the matcer for him; for tho he had grear ohli- 
gaitiuns 70 Madam Royale, yet his Fidelity 
to his Prince; and- his affe .:on to his Entry 
overcatne them all. This was a greac t. 1{:jſe 
to the Dxke, who looked on Mr.- de P:4- 
mefſe as 'the Perſon Mm the W--rid, that 
vas the moſt obliged to his Aferher; and 
that'was the. moſt in her [mercSts : and, It was 
believed that the prejudice which this gave 


him, blaſted this whole- deſign - yer he gave 


bim feveral Audiences -in ſecret, and had con- 
certed with him. the whoie Me:hod, both 
of aſſ::ming and managing . the Government” : 
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(nbtedly 
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may 
which was carried. on fo ſecretly; thau' there - 


was no ſuſpicion of. the matter , till' the” day - 
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befote it was to break out, and that. the Dike 
was to. withdraw himſelf from- his_- other: 
but-then it was diſcovered;.and the. D:ke to 
recongile-bimſelf to.'his Afother, ſacrificed 
the arg. de Piancſſe to her reſentments : 
hewas not only. diſgraced, and put in Pri- 
fon, but bis Proceſs was made before. the 
Gourt of Parliament. of Chambery, for ha- 
ving endeavoured to throw the Government 
into a Confuſion, by ſowing of Diviſion: be- 
tween the D#«ke and his Acother : yet he defend- 
ed himſelf ſo well that he was acquitted,. but 
he continues ſtill a Priſoner : upon his Diſ- 
grace, there was none that durſt oppoſe him- * 
ſelf to Mad Royale, or offer any advices to the 
Dake, ſo that the Court of Turin was as ablſo- 
lutely- governed by the D:;eftions that were 
ſent-from the Co::78 of France, as if the one 
.had been the Yſal, if not the Subjef# to the 
Other. RD 

I will not proſecute this Diſcourſe to tell 
you that which all Exrope knows, of the de- 
ſigned Mzich with *hc [.fante of Portnzal, by 
whic.: Savoy 4nd. Piedmo 8 would have uns 
doubtedly filler: into the hands of the French. 
Th» hreaking of this, and the Dukes being 
Poyſoned, as well as his Father. had been, tho? 
his y uth. carried him-:hr.? ic, are things too 
well zaown, for you ow he lgaorant of ' them. 
It. is true, thoſe who Poy/oned the preient 
'D.ke, have not-been yet Diſcovered and pul» 
_ | niſhed, 


I'O2. 


ther. While I was at Turin, there . was..a . 
diſcourſe, that the Dake was reflefting ,on_ 
the wiſe Advices.that Mr. de Pranefſe.. had.. 
giyen him, and that he intende: .not only..to,, 
bring him out of Prs/oz,, but to receive him . 
again into the Miniſtry, which is .confirmed 

to me fince J left thoſe Parts. . There is no- 

thing more. Viſible, than that the Dakes of. 
Savoy have ſunk extreamly in this Age, . 
from the figure- which. they. made; in the aff, . 
and , how much Aſoever they have raiſed. 
their Titular Dignity, in having the Title of. 
Royal, Highneſs given them, they have 1:{. 
as much in the Fzgure,. that they-made in the. 
affairs of Europe :- and it is, now almoſt too 
late to think of a Remedy : for Pigzerol' and; 
Caſſal are two yery inconyenicnt Neighbours, 
T he truth- 1s, the vanity of this 7:t/e, and; the: 
expenceful humour that their late Marria- 
ges with France, has ſpread among them, have 

undone. them, for. inſtead of keeping good. 
Troops and ſtrong Places, all the Reven.e gages 
to the keeping up of. .the . Magnificence 
*qa Court; which is indeed very ſplen- 

id. : 


 FTwill not engage 110.a Relation of this-laft 
Afﬀair of the Falleys of Piedmont; 'for I could 
not find particulars enough, to give 'you' that 
ſo diſtinctly as you may*perhaps defire'it.-' '7t 
was all over, long before / came to T. ob 5 
| - :::> 10 Thak 
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TM | buf this'1 found; that all the Cour: there,were 


aſhamed of the matter - and''they took pains” 
upon-Strangers, not without ſome zffeCtation, 
to convince them: that the Duke was very hard- 
ly drawn to. it: thatthe was long preſſed:to/it by: 
the :1epeated Inftances'from the Court of 
France; that he:excirſed it, repreſenting to 
the Court: of Erazce the- conſtant F adelity of 
t1oſe. People ever 1ince' the:laſt Edit of Paci- 
fication, .3nd i their-,preat | Induſtry, ſo that: 
they were: the .profifableſt Subjects that the 
Dake had; aud that the: body of Men which- 
they had given his. Father in the laſt War with 
Genod;' had done:: great Service ; for it ſaved: 
the whote Army : .but all theſe Excuſes were 
without-cffect 1; for the-Court of France having 
broken Tts own Faith, that had been given tO 
Heprricks, -and an-*that- ſhewed, how true a 
reſpect it pays to'«+the Council of Conſtance, had 
a'Mind to engage other Princes to follow this 
new Pattern of F:rdelity that it ſet the World: 
ſo the Dake was'not only preſſed to extirpate 
the - Hereticks of thoſe Yalleys; bur this 
Threatning was added, that if he would not 
doit, the King would ſend his own Trcops to 
eXtirpate Hereſy; for he would not only not 
ſuffer it in his own Kingdom, but would even 
drive it out of his Nezghbourhood, He. who 
told: me all this, knowing of what Country | 
was, added, that'pehaps he would within 4 
little while ſend the like M«ſlages to fome o- 
thers of his Neighbours. But 
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,- But to return to:the.expencethat:iismdtezn ' 
the Court of 7#rin, 1 cannot forget a"dill 
.corrſe thatilhid on:this ſubject with Gerrit, 
that:was a Man of very good Sence: he tol#.me 
that. nothing ruincd the-E-ipire ſor muchz asthe 
great. Magnihcence : which: all' the-''Princes 
aftected.to keep up. in theip Courts; and+ the 

Luxury.in which they- begun+to live, which 

had much+ corrupted the: antient - Simpliciry .;- 
and, Gallantry of. that :great and: Warlike | 
Nation. Not. orly the Nobilzty, bir theirvery 

Princes travel. :inco France; and are fo: much” 

taken with rhe S>lendor and Luxury zhar tiey 

ſee there, that they return home quite ſpoiled 

with the ll Impreſſions rhac, this makes oa- 

them,.. They carry home with them Frencbs. 
Cooks, and all the. conrrivances: of -Pleaſyze' 
That .are:{o much ſtudyed there ,” for thewvitia: 
ting the mindsof their Co:mtrey-menz" and by:a 
vaſt Expence, they: not  o71y exhauſt 'thear 
Revenue, and ruin tlicir Subjets 5 bat they 
bec:;me (© lyable to: corruption; that. if their 
Income at home cannot ſupp«:r:i their charge; 
both their Princes and their Min-i{ters are IC: 
duced, as it were to the neceſſi:y of taking 
Peyſions, irom thoſe- whoſe Inſtruments have: 
ſet. on tais Luxury, and whoſe Penfions will 
ſtill ſupport it, cill'the Germens:ate | + 
Ciently enervated by thei. Feeblenefs :: 1nL@ 
Which all that Luxury muſt” needs +throw 


upon 


them, and then they. vvill deſpiſe andtrampls = 
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_ atpon;cthem, 'as much-as they do' now Court 
. them; He who told me all'this, added, that 
the little Prixcer.of the” Empires, affeted now 
23; much- Splendor in. their 'CourtYas the Ele- 
#orsdid-in: the: aft Ape; 'and' that the EleSor s 
lived: "naw 'ifl- as! och Magnificence as 
Crowned 'Heads' did: formerly.” But he carried 
"D wie ©bfervation-{urthet, and-*having* ſtaied 
ſomE-confiderable: time both” in - Switzerland 
and Helland;: headded;'that Luxury and Ex- 
-'- pence; were, wicked'things* even'in. Morar- 
 chys,”" but they weretfats! and/deſtruftivewhen 
-. they got - into Cmon-wealths; of which 
the the Hiſtory of Lac devon, 4: bens; andiabove 
a alt of Rome ,' giv proofs that are 'beyond 


exception; 'for ereisa Humiliy, a Sobricty 
andia' Frugality, that is ſo neceſſary for their 


preſervation'; that Kingdoms can be 'better 
maintained without Troops and ſtrong Plates, 

than Common-wealths without theſe: An E- 

mulation i ;n Expence, ayanity in Clothes,Fur- 

niture., © or Entertainments, are fo COntras 

ry. to all the principles upon which' a Conte 
mon-wealth muſt be either built or preſerved, 

' that lie faid, he thought that' the, D: rch had 

N Lk toft'more-: of their "tea! Strength, by the Pro. 
fo0zml- © preſs that this Peſt ' makes:among'rhem , than 
a16{6 by all the Expence' of the laſt War , of 
R600 which they complain fo: mneh; ard indeed 
ds «tho the' men of -Luxury. and Vanity oupht to be 
tral driven our of. Common-wealths , as publick 


vÞo1 | DU: 


% 


4a # 


oy 
= 
. 


»— F 


i. 


. ther Princes, . and.diſſo]ves. thaf ,ind 
\. Application for affairs, by which. enly they 6H 


a ,Commoen-wealth, there Is .yone more id 7 


pence, ſo that" it may. not exceed. their, income : 
. and” therefore he. admixed.,that, part ..of oh | 
the | 

F 
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Enemies to- the Conſtitution of .the, Govgrn- F: MW) 
- ment; ſince ;an irregular . Profyſion throws {1:0 
+ them into - injuſtice and oppreſſion, and _m Y bom 
. in time expoſe .them.to the Corruption of . 0- rial, 
and "ye 


uſtry 


"x 


ſpenſable, -chan that.all Men, regulatarheir Ex- 


- Venetian Conftitution, that ; regulates, . wyb 
\Expence of their .Nob:iyy , and. conglnd d, Mai 
that if the,g2ares and the Canons did; not, pur / 


an effectual ſtop 'to.the Progreſs ofgth ſe; dil 


. * orders among them, the Figure that. they, had | 


$ 
@- 


made in all the affairs of Europe, aS.it was in 


' a great degree already Ecclipſed among the ® 
.. . Cantons, ſo would fink apace. even in the States, 
- and thjs was all that .was wanting, to ſer up a 
. mew Monarchy inthe Weſt. | 


4. 


But I have got ſuch a trick of making di- 
greſſions, that I find it is hardly poſſible ' for 
me to hold long cloſe to a point - there is 
ſomething in travelling, 1 fancy that makes a 
Mans Thoughts reel; and: that leads his Pen to 


... wander about as much as -his Perſon does : yet 


L remember ſtill what drew me into all "this 
Ramble; -it was the buſineſs of Guaſtale,and the 
Court of Aantus that lead me -1o far abour. [ 
will ſay no more to you. of the relt of Lombar- 


dy 
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"2p; nor will ] cntcr into any deſcription of 


6. *e 3 


"*Tucany; but ſhall obly' cl] you one thing, 
#321 66: A&I EY $78 tf, 14 _—_ 
"*Which both rouched me much and pleaſed me 


-extreamly. | Wes : 
-* T need hotinlarge to you' on the Poverty 8 
**Miſery that appears'in P:ſa; where there re- 
— mains 'yet enough to ſhew what they once 
were, and how much they are'now ſunk from 
what they were while they were a Free State - 
but all this is much more ſenſible, when one 
- goes from hence to Lucca, which thoit has 
* not the advantage of ſituation that Pa has, 
-* yet is$quite another ſort of a'place. The Tow? 
" is well built, full of People,and as full: of 7Yealth: 
. the whole ſoil of this ſmall State is well Culri- 
- vated and 1s full of PiIlages, all the marks and 
'_ effefts of Liberty appear, in an Univerſal Ci- 
_ vility, & a generous and frank way of living : 
This 1s allo the place of all Ttaly that 1s frecſt 
_ of all Crimes and Publick Vices ; they value 
F inks & themſelves upon nothirig but their Liberty, of 
| rofl fh .. which the State is ſo Jeaious, that the frequent 
': the; | Change of their Magi#rates, from two 
Tt ads; — Months 10 two Months, and the Reſtraint 
.. In which they are kept while they bear Office, 
w{ --; hey being indeed honourable Priſoners all the 
while, . have preſerved that here, which ſo 
-..- many of their Neighbouring States have loſt : 
and as Liberty is engraven in Captal Letters, 
upon *the Publick Buildings of this State, 
_ . Jo it appears to be much deeper in all their 
| | Hearts. 
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Hearts. One' ſees the EffeRs of . their . 7Fealth, 1 ur 


in all their Pablick, works, as well as .in the 


Fortifications of this. place, which arc winch Murd 


berrer, and better kept than. in any place I 


ſaw in [taly, except Gezaa. There is on. the jig md 
inward {1de of the Ramparts, a noble Planta- gh. 


ti03, which is one of the. beautifullcſt Deco- 


rations that b:longs to this place z for as there | 
1s a. conſiderable ſpace left void berween the yndll'F 


Ramparts and the Buildings, ſo this is planted 


all about the whole Town, with ſeveral ;'twtir 
rows of I rees, which, affurd pleaſant Walks, ; tim; 
and a lovely Shade, whi ch is no ſmall mat- 


te conſt 
und two Y 


ter, where they are expoſed to ſo hot a 
Sun. | | 

 TIcomeinthelaſt place togive you an account 
of Genoa, which tho itis nor able now to Com- 
pete as it did ſome Apes ago with the Repub- 
blick of Veznce, yer is ſtill x great Body and 


. Popes Patrimony and Tyſcany, into this .nar- 
row border that lies between the Fils and rhe 


Sea, ſhould. cxpet ro find as great a diffe- ;.. *; 


mine in C 


ohigh, ( 


im 
mkit 


full of Wealth ; one that comes our of the ; : 


rence between their abounding. in People and {\v 


Wealth, as there is berween the {oil of theſe 


.. two Comntries : but he. finds the change juſt 2 


- contrary to what in reaſon he ought to expe : 


for all rhis edge of ſoil, is ſo full of .V:Vages ;$: 


and Toxzs, and there is ſo great a plenty of 
AZoney, and of every thing cle here, that it 
Amazesa Traveler no lels, than the abando- 
ncd itate of thoſe other places. " 


ti 


x Out of the 
\1h this nat- 
Hil add 
eat 2. diff 


\Prople ant 
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7a .- The numbers of the ſubje&s'of this Repub” 
' bk, ate eſtimated ro 3Joo00 Perſops : which 


are thus reckoned up; In the Town'of Genoa 
it felf there about 80000: Perſoas: in the 


ks Pillages and Towns ' that lie Weſtward there 


Are 129000. and 3000: in thoſe that lie to 
the Eaſt: and the Tzhabitants of the Ifland of 
Corſica are reckoned to be 100950. They keep 


wo {mall Forts in Corſica, one at Calves on 


that end that' looks to Geroa, and another 
at Boniface on the other end that looks 
to' Saxainea ; for they have let S. Fiorenza and 
ſome other {mall places go ro ruine. Theſe 
two are conliderable in themſclves,- and com- 
mand two yery good Harbours ; yet as the 
building in Cal; are roo much expoſed and 
too high, ſo Berrface is under a high Ground, 
that is within musker ſhot of it; and that com- 
mands it : theſe places are now ina ſad condi- 
tion, ill kept, and ill furniſhed both with 
Men and Ammunition, fo that they could not: 
make a great Reſiſtance, there ' being but 
150 men in Cal, and 200 in Boxeface ; and it 
1s believed, that the reaſon of their lertin 
S. Frorenza go to ruine, is, the Greatneſs of 
the Place, and the Expence of keeping ir. The 
Corſes arc extreamly brave, and' baye a Rage 
i their courage, that would bz much morc 


valucable and uſeful than it 1s if they were 


more governable, and could bs brought un. 
der an exatt Diſcipline : bur they are unruly, 
| | H arg 
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and as too apt to Mutiny,whenthey ſee no Ene- 


my, as to fight well when it comes to that. ( 


The compaſs of the Portisfication of Genoa:is 
an amaſing thing ; for it runs all along the hills 
in a compaſs of many miles, I was told- it was 
above 15 mile,and inthe Expence that has been 
laid out on this and on the two Moles, chiefly 
the new one, . one ſees that this State ſpares 
nothing which Publick ſatety or the Conve- 
Nnience of Trade do require : theſe Publick 
Works has run the Repablick into a vaſt debt; 
for they owe above Nine Millions of Crowns 
that are upon the Bazk, beſides ſeveral other 
debts, in particular rheir great Debt to - St. 
Georges Honſe; the greateſt part of the Re- 
wenue of this State ſtands engaged for the [- 


tereft that they pay, ſo that though the whole | 


Rewenue amounts to 1200000 Crowns, they 
reckon that go0009-Crowns of this 1s engaged, 
ſo that they bave only three hundred tnou- 
ſand Crowns clear for their whole Expence, 
which is {o ſmall a matter, that it is 10 won- 
der if they are in a low condition, and cando 
I tile upon ſo narrow a fond : their Revenue riſes 


chiefly our of an Fxciſe that falls fo equally 


upon all the Suhjetts of this State, that they: 
reckon thar every. man in Gena, pays ix 
Crowps a year to the State. The whole Land 
Forces of this State were but 3500 men, yet 
of late they have raiſed them up to 4099 men; 
of which 2500 are the Garriſon of the C i, 
Ai 
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and there-ate! Got th Sworn, Which gs 
Gity it ſelf is :the-Thoft Important Plat | 
belongs to this State: the icxtent of the whe, 
County, that 'toestby the rame.of -the Roti: 
of 'Getwn," is w80 piled of which -1>6 le: 7/oft- 


ward, and 60''le- Far dd; the Monmarns 


chat- are almoſt - Inipeſhble are thouehr a ſuf- 
ficietit Defence to eover them from their 
Neighbours in Exwharay, and from the'Duke 
of Savoy, and-the State "of. Millen. Tt is true, 
they have one" Feyt called Bawvi, that' is | ef 
miles diſtant: from: the - Torn, which has alk 
the advantages of ſruation that are poſhble for 
keeping the-Paſles thro” the Mountains : but 
as. they keep only a Garriſon of 120 men in 
it, lo all things in it arc fo neglected, that 
it-conld make no corifiderable Refiltance ro 
an Enemy that could attack it vigorouſly. 
In ſhort, the ſtrength of- this State is very 
Inconſfiderable, their Souldjers are ill Diſci- 
plined, -their Oftcers want Experience, and 


they have 19 cod Engineers ; the New Mole 


1s indeed-a vaſt wotk, built ont into the Sex 
ſeven fathom acep, and there are an hundred 
pieces of Canon on tt to dctend rhe Old Mole ; 
their Naval forces conſiſt in ſix Galteys, and 
and two Men of Jaz; bur theſe are nor kept 
as Ships of War, bue are Imploved rather as 
Merebune: men, ſo that thev nor only bear 
their own Expence, but bring in an Over- 
plus to the Stare. 
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 Finalewhich is the only Scaporrt that belongs 
to the State of Milan, is a poor abandoned Yil- 
Lage without cither Fortification or Garriſon, 
nor do the Spaniſh Galleys come there any: 
more; but make Gezos it ſelf their Step, and: 
Paſſage between Sparz and. Afillaz : lo thatan 
attempt upon Gezoa was indeed the raking 
of all the Mzlarneſe, fince the communication 
between Spain and it, being now thro* Genoa, 
whenſoever - this Republick falls. into the 
ha nds of the French, all the Merfaneſe muſt 
fall of it ſelf, or rather-indeed all 7raly, muſt 
needs fall with IT. ' of pgs hr 

This is as far as I] could underſtand it the 
outward force of Genoa: for it can expett 
lircle from irs Alles, it having none at all be- 
{ide Sparn: and. rhe Slowneſs and: Feebleneſs* 
of- that Cowrt, are too viſible to give any State 
great Courage that has' no other ſupport be- 
11des this to deyznd on: As for their Neigh- 
bours in Italy, they have no ſort of Com- 
merce with them; tor they pretend ro a de- 

- gree of - Precedence, equal tothe Yexetiars: 
and to have the reſpe&t of a Crowned Head 
pay'dito them, and this cuts off all Commu- * 
nication with the other Courts of [taly, who 
conſider Venice in another manner than they 
do Genoa. As for Spatn, they have all poſhible - 
Engagements with it: many of the richeſt Fa- 
milies of Geroa have great Eſtates in the Mzla-- 
ze/e, and-the other Dominions of the 'Xepg of - 
| ES Sparn; 
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Spain; ſo that they muſt upon their own ac- 
coynt be true to the-Intereſts-of that Crown, 
and Spain is as much. concerned in rheir pre- 
ſeryation- as- 11 any: of -1ts own Provinces; 
ſince. it detends their Empire in Jtaly; fo 
that 'Gezoa and Spartn are now inſeparably 
united to one another, by their mutual In- 
tcrelts. | L 

- Bur I come nextto give you ſome account 
of the Inward ſtate of Gezoa. Ir is known, 
that the Liberty was reſtored to them, by the 
moſt earneſt Intercefſion of that great Cap- 
tain, and: gallant Country-man, Andreas 
Dorta, whoſe Statue, in remembrance of this, 
is ſet up in an open place in their Town: this 
was-in the year 1528. yet tho? from that time 
they had their Government in their own 
hands, they were -ſtill obliged to let a Squa- 
dron of the Spaxrſh Galleys, ſtand in their Ar- 
ſeral, who kept then- a Fleet of about 80. 
Galleys, fo that till Spazz was ſo much ſunk 
from 'its former Greatneſs, that it was no 
more a Terror to any of its Nezghbours, Ge- 
na was ſtill in great dread of having their 
Liberty {ſwallowed up by them, and therefore 


/ . they do not reckon their entire Liberty bur 


from the year 1624. or 1925. that they ſaw 
themſelves our of all Danger ' from any of 
their Neighbours : Fraxce was not then be- 


{:- gun to. grow ſtrong at - Sca, and Spain was 


ſtrong no where; ſo that ſince that time, till 
H 3 France 
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Frame began to-put- out ..great Fleets,.:. and 


that they had ſuch a dreadful Neighbour of 


Tholoun, they were ſafe and at quiet: but they 
fell under the common Dilſcaſe of all Commer: 
wealths, when. they are long in Peace, and 
while their. Commerce flouriſhes; a .Spirit 
of Inſ{dlence and of. FaQion began to ſpread. it 
{elf oyer : the whole Town, which was grown 
to ſuch a height, that in -the Project that was 
oftered to. the: Cort of . France,” ſhewing the 
eaſineſs of this Congueſt (of which I have 
feen. the. Copy) the Diviftons and , Fa&tions 
amongſt them are propoſed, as the chief 
ground upon which they founded the Proba- 
bility of the. ruin .of .chat Common: wealth. - © 

There are three ſorts of -Perſons in Gewoa, 
the Notzlity, the Citizens; and the Taferior 
People.. There are twoj Ranks.of Neb4l:ty,, the 
one is. of the more. Aztiept Fawulies, - the or 
ther is of thoſe who. have, been choſerr arid 
raiſed up to.that Dignity of late. Ir is- rrue, 
the Agreement. that was-made uz the -year 
1576. between them, 1s exa&tly obſerved,; by 
which the Government, and..the Publick- Inz 
ployments are to be.cqually. divided berween 


them - but yer tFere. is (o-'great a height of 


Pride kept up amang the Ancient Families, 
that they will not Inter-marry with the other, 
and think it a. dinunution te. them, to enter 
into any-- Familiarity with. .them, and eyen-to 
k{:cp.chem Company : -this on the other hand 
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kindles an Indignation in thoie latter Families 

when they ſee themſelves ſo much deſpiſed 

bythe other. The Ancient Famzlzes haye a 

neceflary Dependence upon the Crown of 

Spain, by the great Eſtates that they have 

in their Dominions ; but the others, whoſe 

Eſtares lie- rather in Money, which either 1s 

in the Bank, or that runs out in Exchange 

or 'Frade, they are concerned: in nothing bur 

in the preſetyation of their Bazk, and by con- 

{ſequence in their Liberty; for none can 

doubr.but that if they fell in the power of 

- another Przzce, the Debtson the Bank would 
be but ill pay'd. Thus the Nobzhty ſtand di- 

vided into two FaCtions, which diſcover 

their Animolitiecs ro one another upon very 

many occaſions : for Pablickh Imployments arc 

ſought after here, with as much Intrigue as 
elſewhere. I will give you only one Inſtance 

of this, becauſe it is both very refined, and 

it related ro that Doge, whoſe Goyernmerr 

was {o unhappy both by the Boxzbardene of 

Genoa, and by his own going to Ferſazlles 

'toask Pardon. He himſelf was a Man of a quiet 
temper, that did not aſpire; but his #7jfe could 

not be {atisfied till he was Doge, and ſhe Do- 

geſſe: ſo ſhe fer ſo many Machines at work, 

that after the ſeveral tours, that the marter 

made.in the many Ballottinss, it came to the 

fixing of | the laſt three out. of whom the 
Doge was to be choſen: and her Husband 

H 4 W:S .. 
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was one of them; but there being . one. of 


<he three, of whom ſhe was very apprehen- 
five, ſhe engaged one of her Friends, ro:ſcem 
ſo aſſured of his Ele&on, as to lay confidera- 
ble wagers with ſeveral ct the  Eleftors, who 
were likelieſt to favour him, that he ſhould be 
choſen: now they having a greater mind to 
win their Betts, than to promote their Friend, 
gaye their Yotes in favour of him, that. was 
upen that made Dage. 


The 24 body in Geroa is that of the Caiizems, 


who ſeem to be cxtreamly weary of. the In- 
folence of the Nobility ; and there are.many 
among them, that think themſelves no-way 
Inferior ro them, neither in the Antiquuy, 
nor in the Dignity cf their. Families. They 
do allo complain of a great Injuſtice done 
them by the NoZzlity; for in the agreement 
nade berwcen the Netzlity and rhe C:11zeys, 
19 the year 1528. one Article was, that every 
year ten Citizens ſhould be according to rheir 


merir reccived into their body. Ir 1s certain, 


that if this had been obſerved, the Nobzlity of 
Genoa had become by this time fo common, 
that this would have ſunk its dignity ex- 
treamly : . but inſtead of doing this yearly, 
It 1s now done but once in 2O years: lo rhe 
C'itizers complain much, that this Encourage- 
ment and Recompence of Merit is now with- 
drawn. The Notzhty pretend on the other 
hand, that by that Agreement, . they. Are 
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only enabled to make an A7rnual promotion, 


-bur that rhey are nor obliged to it: and I'was 
"told; that the Original Record of that Agree- 


-ment, could not be found now; and no doubt 


1t has been deſtroyed by the Order of the Se- 
"nate. In ſhort, the Citizens have fo great an 


averſion to the Government, that it was ge- 
nerally thought rhat they would eaſily be 


'prevailed -on to ſhake it off, and to throw 


themſelves rather into the Armes of another 
Prince, who would certainly have very ſoon 
trampled upon them all equally ; for it is roo 


common a'thing, to ſee in all thoſe Inteſtine 


Fafttons, that angry and ill-natured men, 
conſider: the laſt Injury, more than all other 
things: and are ready to facrifice all to their 


.Refentments: and are fo intent upon their: 


Revenzes, that often they will not look 
mto the Conſequences of what they do, 
bur go on, which way ſoever the Anger of 
the Faron drives them : and thoſe who are 
wiſe.eaough, ro make their own Advantage 
of thoſe Quarrels, and that are dextrous: 
enough to manage them aitificially, make 
commonly thoſe parties take their turns in: 
uſing one' another ill, in which they know 
how to find their account : and as this ch- 
ſervation holds often in Colder Clizates, fo 
ma Country where revenges are very mnciz 
ſtudied ' and gratified, no wonder it this was 
much” relied 07, The third rank is of the: 
Tradeſpen and Rabble, who have their chief 
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| dependance upon the great Novzltty : but they 
are a Vicious and diflolute fort of People, as 
any are in the world. And indeed all, Genes is 
fo extreamly corrupt, fo Ignorant, and fo 
brutal, and fo little acquainted with the. true 
| Notions of Gowernwent, that here 15 a Come 
270n-wealth degenerated to. ſuch a degree; that 
it cannot refiſt a conſiderable ſhock. The Sub- 
jeas are exceſſively - Rich, tho the State is 
Poor : and this appears both in the Magnifh- 
cence of their Buildings, which 1s beyond 
Imagination, and in the great Y/ealth that is 
in their Charches and Converts, which {ce- 
med to me to.be beyond what is. in Vexzce It 


{If 


that as there was among them a ſort of Impu- 
nity to all Kind of Vice, ſo their groſs Igno- 
rance made them Incapable to. conduct their 
State; for while their Wealth blew them up, 
with that Pride that it commonly produces 
iQ mean Souls, and when their Inrrigues 


brought them into a conſiderable ſhare of 


the Government, they farisfied themſelves 
with carrying. on the Intercſts of their own 

Eahal, and depreiing thoſe that oppoſed 
them, without opcning tneir ' minds to fo 
«great a thought, as that of corieCting or ſe- 
curing their Commonwealth. "Fhey neither 
had Heads nor Hearts capable of a vigorous 
Pefence -: and they knew nathing of what 
was doing abroad; but con-enred gs: 

| with. 


A ſenſible man that I know there told me.. 
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with minding the Intereſt of their City Fa- 
(trons. He added, that when a Commmun- 
wealth fell once into this Dileaſe, it was in 
a- much worſe ſtate, than any to which 
the Rigour even of an unhappy War, could 
reduce it: as a man whole Vitals are In- 
wardly corrupted, is in a much worſe condi- 
tion,than he that has received many Wounds ; 
Nature may bring him through the one, rho? 
he had loſt ever ſo much blood ; whereas it 
muſt ſink under the other : ſo all the miſchief 

that could befal a Common-wealth could 
hardly deftroy ir, if it retain'd the Inward 
vigour of its firſt Maximes and Conſtitution : 


. and he did not ſtick to fay, that as high as 


the. States of Holland were now in hoiding 
the ballance of Europe, it their Towns tell once 
Into . eſtabliſhed fattzoxs, if Learning ſunk 
among them, ſo that their Magiſtrates grew 
Tenorant, chiefly of the Aﬀarrs of Enrope 
if they came to have a Magriſt-acy, that had 
not the right undcrſtanding of Yar, and the 
Courage with which ſome practice. in Ml:- 
tary matters Inſpire men, and if their 7Pealth 
{wclled them up ro an Unreaſonable Pride, 
and that men riſe more upon the limle In- 
trigues of City Fadrons, than upon true merir ; 
whenſoever, he laid, the Stztes {cl] into this 
diſeaſe, then the ſtrength cf that Republick 
was gone; 2nd tho? they might ſubliſt after 
that longer or ſhorter, accordirg ro the Con- 
yet one might reckon 

thera. 
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them to bein their - decline, which muſt end 


In.a moſt cerrain Ruine to them, either within 


| doors, or from abroad. . ” Ss. 
1 have now to'd you- cnough to. let you 
ſee how. reaſonable a ProjeEt it was to fend a 
fleet againſt ſo feeble .a body 5 which wirhour 
moſt prodigious Errors in the management, 
could not have miſcarried : and this is ſo clear, 
ſo confefied by every, man in Geroa, that 
one rather W cnders-how they found a way.to 
condud it ſo ill. The war that formed the 
whole proje& was Steven Valdyrozy of Ni(mes, 
and a Projeſtant.who is a perſon of a very g 
Underſtanding, and having lived above 12 
ycars in. Gena, had time enough not only to 
raiſe a very good Eſtate out of his :I-rade, 
bur to ſee into the whole Fecbknefs of thar 
Government. 1 converſed long and much with 
him: and having fince that time been in Ge- 
7194 it (elf, I have ſeen fo clearly the truth of 
all that he rold mc, that I may tiow aſſure 
you of all that learnt jrom him. He had 
a ſtrange affetion to his Great Monarch, 
and fancied that the oblications of raiſing 
his Glory, was ſuperior to all other: and no 
doubt he reckoned to find his ewn account 
in it, if he could havs beer; rhe occaſion of 
making the K:izg of France Viaſtcr oj Gezon: 
therefore he drew up the whole Prgjet, and 
ſhewed both of what Impor:znce the thing 
was, and how eaſily it migh: > exccuted-': 


for Thavye a Capy of the whole *chexze, which 
Mr. 
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--Mr: St. Olex ſent to the Court of France, of 
- which Mr. Valdyroz was indeed the Author ; 
the deſign being entertained, Str. Olon had 
an Intimation given him, to withdraw ſome 
- day's - before the French fleet came before 
the Town. But Yalayron was left to try his 
hard fate ; for as ſoon as the Fleet began to do 
Acts of Hoſtility, Yaldyron, who had been 
know to be much with Sr. Oloz, was clapt 
in Priſon, and while he was in. it, a Bowzb 
broke thro his Prifon, bur did him no hurr, 
only the violent noiſe it made weakned ' the 
Tympan of his Ear ſo much, that he loſt 
"his hearing of one ſide: api 
-  Buthe, aswell as all Geroa, fancied they 
were loſt, and that the Frexch muſt be cer- 
_ tainly Maſters of the Place in a few hours. 
The Conſternation and Confuſion was fo 
rear, that if at firſta great ſhower or Boxzbs 
Pad been thrown into the Towy, and a de- 
fcent had' been made, they had certainly ſuc- 
ceeded ; forthe people were in ſuch a Jilorder 
that the Magiſtrates were not regarded ; and 
indeed many of them ſhewed as much fear 
as the rabble did. But the Fr-zch, inſtead 
of beginning vigorouſly at firſt, threw in 
one Bomb, and after ſome hours another ; 
and ſo went on ſlowly for a day or two ; in 
which time, the People began ro get into or- 
der, and to take heart : and now their f1t{t 
fear, turned to a Rage againſt tne Frexh;, 
lſothat when they madea deſcent, they ny 
15. HE, [C1 
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ſuch a Reſiſtance, that they were forced” to 
go back to their Shzfs, having left behind 
them 50o of their beſt Me: and - the Fleet 
continnued Boxrbarding the Town, till they 
had ſhot all their Bowhs ; and when their ſtore 
was ſpent, they ſfaild away, having laid a great” 
many noble buildings in ruines. | 
; The morality of this way of proceeding, 
was ſomewhat hard 'to be found our : the 
Ttalians do not ſtick to ſay, it was an A/- 
ſaſſinat, when without Warning or procee- 
ding in the way of a fair Yar, a fleet came 
and ſarpriſed and burnt a Towz : but the 
Condutt was as extraordinary, as the Aion 
it ſelf was honourable and worthy of aMOST 
CHRISTIAN KING. | 
' Ir was pleaſant to hear a Sparard, that 
belonged to the Count of Melgar talk of this 
matter :. he ſaid, that in this, Franxce had ated 
as it had done on many other occaſions, in 
' which tho it had the favourableſt conjuncure 
poſſible, jt had done nothing ſuteable ro whar 
might have been expeCte(l ; - for rho they had 
' herea calm Sea, for four days, which is a 
very Extraordinary thing in the Bay of Genoa, 
that is almoſt always in a Storm, and tho rhey 
had ſurpriſed the Town, that had not the 
leaſt apprehenſion of ſuch a Deſign, and found 
them in a condition nor likely to have reſiſted 
a much ſmaller Force ; yet he ſaid,rhat Feeble-= 
neſs which had appeared upon many other 


occaſions, ſhewed it felt likewiſe here, fince- 
this 
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this great Expedition failed, and the Re- 
proach 'of firſt attempting it, and then 
Miſcartying in ir, was ſtudicd to be carried 
off by this, that the deſign was only to 
Chaſtz[e Gezoa, ar which there is not a wax 
inthe Tows that does not laugh. He upon 
this took a great compals for theſe laſt twenty | 
years backwards, to ſhew that there was no- 
thing extraordinary in all this Rezgn, that had 
been the Subje& of ſo many Paregyricks, un- 
leſs this may be reckoned extraordinary, that 
there has been (o little progreſs made,. when 
they had the faireſt opportunities polkþle : an 
Infant X1zg of Sparz, and,a:.freble Counxel, 
and-a DiſtraCtion in the States of Hellazd ;. 10 
that the firſt Succeſſes that were the Effets 
of the weakneſs and ſurpriſe of thoſe that 
were attackt, are rather a-Reproach than a 
Glory to a Re&gy, that has. underſtood © fo 
ill how to ſerve it felf of. thoſe advantagey* 
that had nothing of the Greatneſs of a Con- 
Jnertng Genius in it; and where the Miſtry 
ſhewed rather an exaQtneſs in executing little 
ProjeQts, than a largeneſs of Soul in laying 
vaſt ones. I could not bur be pleaſed to ſee a 
Spaniard, find ſomewhat that entertained his 
Pride in the Contempt of the French, at the 
ſame rime that the low eſtate of their Af- 
fairs, made him fcel the depreffion of their 
own Empire as much as the progreſs of the 

Great Monarch of Fraxce. © 

Bur now I cannot but tell you the reſt of 
| Valdy- 
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Paldyron's Story : as foon as the French were 
gone, the Government of Genoa begarr to 
examin him, but he ſtood ro his denial, -and 
ſaid, he knew nothing : all his Efefts were 
ſziſed on and diſhpated, and he himſelf was 
four or five timzs pur to the ſtrapado, which 
was done by tying his hands behind his back, 
and fetching them over his Head, w hich dil- 
joynted his. Arms and Shoulder-blades, in a 
moſt terrible manner, yet he had the firm- 
neſs to ſtand ir out: and fo they could draw 
nothing from him : but as ſoon as the Coxrt 
of Fraxce underſtood, that both he, and ſeye- 
ral other ,Frexchmen, that lived in Genoa, 
were*pur in Priſon, the Reſideat of Genoa 
was clapt up at Pars: and when the Oyer- 
tures were made to accommodate this matter 
Paldyroa was no more il nſed, and after 
ſome Months he was ſet at Liberty: but 
his Eftate- was quite loſt : yet he came to 
France, not doubting but rhac fo great a' $er-- 
vice, and ſuch ſevere Suftezring, would have 
procured him ſame conl{1dcrable - Reward : 
bur after he had languiſhed . there above a 
year, he got a Penſion, that was juſt enough 
to keep him alive, of two hundred Cromys :. 
and even that was ſtopt, as ſoon it was known” 
that he was of the Rel:groz, till he changed, 
This piece of Gratitude for ſuch a Service, 
that had coſt him ſodear, was no extraordi- 
nary Encouragement for orhers to venture as: 
he had done. Yet I who knew him well, 6 

aJ- 
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almoſt two years; could not but admire the 
wonderftul Zeal he had for the Glory of his 
Kg ; for in the midſt of all his Miſery, and 
of all the Negle& he met with, having fallen 
from ſo flouriſhing a condition, he could- ne- 
ver be brought to think that he had done foo- 
liſhly : but was rather proud of it, that he 
had formed ſo ſure a Scheme, for putting Ge- 

' 04 intothis Maſters hands:and this he ſaid often 
to me, when he was fo poor, that he did not 
know where to dine. The affinity of the 
matter, makes me call to mind a converſation 
that I had at Rowe, with two of the Old Ma- 
g1frates of Meſſina ; who had been men thar 
bore a great ſtroak in that Town, during the 
Rewolt : and were than reduced to the miſery 
of accepting a Charity. They rold us, that 
all the Oaths, that Mr. deViwvorne, and Mr. 
Ia Fueillade, {wore to them in the K:z7gs name, 
as well as in their own, never to abandon 
thera, which were made upon the Sacrament, 
beſides whole Valleys of Oaths, that Mr. /e 
Fucillade made them from morning to night, 
while he was among them, it ſeems went for 
nothing, but matters of form : yet they ſaid, 
they thoughtrhe French Minifry would have 
conſidered rhe K:ngs Intereſts, if they had no 
regard to his Hozoar. They added, thar if the 
K;ng of France, when he found' the War of 
Meſſina lay heavy upon him,had ſent to Sparn, 
and offered to that Coxrt, as a pledge of the 
Peace'that he was offering them at Nimmymegen, 
= fo 
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put Meſa again into their hands, provided 
they would grant an [ndemmity for what was 
paſt, and a Confirmation of their Antient 
Privileges, of which he himſelf would be 
_ the Garaza, this they ſaid the Spaniards would 
have without doubt, accepted as ſomerhing 
come to them from Heaven : and if the mat- 
rer had ended thus, as it would have been 
highly honourable for the K7zg, ſo it would 
have given him the dependance both of Sly 
and Naples, and have kept them ſtill in a 
diſpofition to rhrow themſelves into his 
hands: whereas in the way thar their buſinefs 
ended, it there ſhould be in any time hereafter, 
a provocation given in thuſe parts to revolt, 
they would ſooner throw themſelves into the 
Arms of the Tark, it he ſhould be again 
in a conditton to protect them; than of thoſe 
who had abandoned them in ſo ſtrange a man- 
ner, taking no care neither of the Previledges 
of the Town 1n general, nor of thoſe particu- 
lar Perſozs, who had readred themſelyes un- 
pardonable to the Sparxiards. Tt istrae, ſome 
were brought away to Fraxce, the two that 
I have mentioned were of that number, and 
had ſmall Pexſoxs afligned them, which were 
bur il! payed : and becauſe ſome of them had 
. Not patience enough to bear fuch an unlooked 
for Uifage, bur complained freely of it, a pre- 
tence was taken from thence, to bamſh-them- 
all out of France; ſo that ever ſince they have - 

ſuffered a great deal of Miſery. I will :not- | 
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digreſs ſo - far as to give you an account of 
that whole Revolt, which they juſtthed to us, 
from the great Pr;wyleages of their Town, 
which were indeed ſuch as made ita ſort of 
a Commonwealth : that had a right to defend 
it ſelf againſt thoſe manifeſt Tnfraftions with 


' which. they charged the Spaztiaras. They 


told us, that the Confiſcations of Mefina had 
amounted to twenty - /oxs : and yer for all 
that the Xzrg of Spazz was not much the 
richer by their Ruin; for the Yice-Roy and 
Government of Sicily, pretended to exhauſt all 


' by a Cztadel that they are building : anc by 


ſome other publick Works. In Concluſion, 
the two poor Meſſeſſes, ſecing a Dutchman 


. in our Company, turned the Diſcourſe to 


him, and: wiſhed him to warn his Countrey- 
#7n, by: their Fare, how much ſome Courts 


 Qught to: be relied on. 


. .And now Thave done with all the Pol:tical 
O4ſerwations, that I could make in Italy. Burt 
as I begun this Letter with one piece of Na- 

tural Efiſtory, I willerd it with another. The 
fiſt was a way of preparing of Salt, and the 
ſecond isa new way of preparing of Yitr:ol, 
wWeaich was lately ſer up in the Sulfatara, 

near Pazzoloe. It has not becn long enough 

a going, to enable one to judge how it will 

ſucceed ; bur . yet all things are very promi- 

ſing; and that which gives a good Proſpect 

ef it, is, that all is done without the expence 

of any fire. The Method of itis this. There 

| are 
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are ſeveral Ciſterzs made in that great Bot- 
rom of the Sulfatara, of great ſlopes Cemented 
very cloſe : into theſe all the Raz both of 
that Bottom, and of the little Hill that are 
round it does fall, which is impregnated 
with Yitriol : they do allo lay a great many 
Tiles and Bricks before all thoſe Vents, that. 


the Fire which is in this Soil makes: and where» \jx 


the Smoak comes ort, with ſo rapid 'a yio- 
lence ; fo that this Smoke paſting thro theſe 
Bricks, leaves a great deal of Salph1r and Y+- 
triol upon them: and theſe Bricks are waſhed 
in thoſe C:Rerns, and by this means the Fa- 
ter becomes impregnated with F7tr:ol : then 
they put the Water into Coppers; which they 
{et over thoſe yiojent hot Eruptions ; fo that 
this ſerves as a Fire, to evaporate the Phlegm, 
and ſo they find quantities of YVitrzol. The 
revenue of this goes to the Annurciata of Na- 
ples: and they begin to promiſe themſelyes 
oreat adyantages from it: but a little tinge 
will ſhew this, as well as greater matters. ]_ 


will add no new trouble, to that which the | 


\ length of this Letter muſt needs have given 
you. ſo 1 will conclude, without any other 1; 
ormality, but that of afſuring you thar I 

am, | at 


i." $1'R, 


Your moſt humble Seryanr. 
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Amt | Q\Tncel added a Poſtſcript to my two former 
Mique Z S Letters, T intend to make this fo far of a 


picce with them, as to conclude this likewiſe 
* with one; for.I find, looking over the little 
5 "% Notes that I took, a Particular that had eſca- 
1.5 | ped me, and yetit ſcems-to deſerve tobe men- 
5: | rioned-and ſince I have not brought it into my 
Letters, I have reſolved to make a Pofiſcript 
expreſs for ir. 

There is a little Town in the Appernens, 
about 25 milies from Rome, called  Norcia, 
near which . there is a conſiderable Abbey, 
| which belongs now to a Cardinal. This 
I; Town, tho itlics within the Popes Territoty, 
* | yethas ſuch great Priviledges ſtill reſeryed 
09%" to it,. that it may paſs in ſome ſort for a free 
MINS | Copr0r-wealth. They make their Laws, 

F | and chooſe their own Magiſtrates ; but that 
nates 1.) which is the moſt- extraordinary. part of their 
man Conſticution, and that is the moſt exa&tly 
tare giren obſerved, is, that they are ſo jealous of all 
aj oi. Prjegt;, and of theirhaving any ſhare in their 
0 thtl. Goverament, that no man that can either 
..: read or write is capable of bearing a ſhare in 
©... their Government: ſo that their Magrſtracy, 
...- which conliſts of 4 Perſoxs, is always in the 
at. hands of Uzlettered Mcn, who are called there 
"ua. I quatri Thiteratz : for they think the leaſt 
6-pO- | ten- 
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tendency. to Lerters, would bring them 'under 
the ordinary Miſeries that they ſee all their 
Neighbours are brought under by the cre-- 
dit in which both the Robes are among 
them. © And they are ſo ſhy ot ' all Churchica 
and ſ{o jealous of their Liberty, that when 
the Cardizal comes during the Heats of the 
Summer ſometimes, to his Abbey, they take 
no notice of him, nor do they make any ſort 
of Court to him. One that -has heen ofr 
there, told me, that by divers of their Cu- 
ſtoms they ſeem to be of the race of the :old 
Latines; and that their Situation and rheir 
Poverty had art all times preſerved them: yet 
they are not ſuch Strangers to the mannets 
of rhe reſt of rhe Ttalans:- as-notto take: plea- 
ſure 1n ſeyere revenges, of which this Inſtance 
was given me. The Abbot that was the Cars 
ainrals Predeceſlor, had an Auditor who was 
much in his fayour, that made love to the 
IVife of one of the Magiſtrates of. Norcrr, which K 
ſhe diſcovered to her Hasband; he ordered her 
ro give the Auditor an Appointment ; but 
provided a good Surgeon and all other things 
that were neceſlary to put the Auditor ont of 
all danger of breaking his Vow of Chaſlity : 
for he was a Churchman; and .the Audzttor. not 
tailing to obſerve his rendezvous, was caught, 
and the opcration was performed with all poſ- 
{ible care : and he was treated very well till he 
was quite cured, and then he was ſent back to 
his Patron, The AZbot was highly was 
Wil 
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with this affront that was done him : and ic 
may be cafily believed that the Auditor was not * 
well pleaſed with this forced Chaſtity that was 
now Impoſed on him: ſo they ſent an Informa- 
ftion.of the matter-to- the Rota ; and asked-their 
opinion ? but the Cort of the Rota was wiler 
than to ſuffer a matter of thisnature to become - 
publick. To this I ſhall add a pleaſant thin 
that was rold me concerning Prreſts that fel 
under the misfortune. of ' this Auditor. It is 
known, that according to the' Canon Lar, 
the one Indelible Character defaces the other: 
' and that a Prreſt ſotreated 'can- no moreſay 

Maſs: yet' I was told that this diſtinftion was 
uſed, that it the Prieſt. had all that was taken 
' from himvreſtored to himyſo that he could car- 

ry it in his Pocket, he was-ſtill eſteemed entre 
. | and might ſay Maſs ; butunleſs he conld have 
| the conſolation of carrying thoſe things dead 
about him, that had been perhaps to quick. 
before, the CharaQer was loſt, or was at leaſt 
; under a total ſuſpenſion: If all this isa little too 
{ pleaſant and too natural, alittle good humour 


os | mult be forgiven toa Traveller, whoſe Spirits 


are t0O much in motion, to be ſo {ctled and fo 
gravec as they ought to be. 
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